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DISCLAIMER

The textbooks you will be using in this course were selected because we
consider them to be some of the best and well adapted to this course of
study. The “ Commentary on Acts’ by: Dennis Gaertner and “ The Holy
Spirit of God” by: Richard Rogers each book contains a wedath of
knowledge which will increase your understanding of the great book of
“Acts’. Although written by Christian brothers, as with all books written
by men, there may be some things with which you and | might not agree.
The principle, “use what is good and discard what is not good” applies to
all textbooks used with our courses. Please be wise enough to discard any
and all teaching that isnot biblical. Alsoincluded with thiscoursefor Level
[11 students isthe book written by Abe Lincoln entitled, “ Acts’. This book
isan edited transcript of the teaching on the Video course.



Instructions and Assignments for

Level Il Students

(Non Transferrable)
Each lessonisbuilt around theinstruction on either thevideo tape, DVD or theaudio
tape. Listen to each lecture and follow aong in the course Study Guide.

ThereisaSelf-Exam at the end of each lesson. Preview each lesson by reading these
guestions first.

Tests: Therewill be only two teststo complete this course. The mid-termtest isto
be given over the first twelve (12) lessons, afinal test will be given at the end
of the study over the last twelve (12) lessons. The test packet will be sent only
to those taking this course for credit. (Thiswill be 90% of your grade)

Memory Work: You are asked to write the assigned verses from memory on your
test in the presence of the Administrator. After you have completed thetest,
correct the memory work with a different colored pen. Or you may quote your
memory verses to the administrator. The administrator is to keep track of the
verses completed and report them to usfor agrade. (Thiswill be10% of your
grade)

Please be diligent in doing your work. All assignments must be completed to
pass this course. You will have a total of nineteen (19) verses to commit to
memory.

Due by Mid-term Test: (11 verses)
Acts 2:36-38; 5:29, 32, 6:7; 8:4,12, 36-38.

Due by the Final Test: (8 verses)
Acts 10:34-35; 11:23; 16:5, 33; 17:11, 30; 20:28.

ASSIGNMENTS:
» Read the book of Actsinitsentirety by the end of the course.

All Self Exams in the Study Guide must be completed.

All memory verses assigned must be completed, either written or quoted.
Level Il must obtain a 70% or better on each test to pass this course.

The above assignments must be completed on timeto passthis cour se.
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Instructions and Assignments for

Level Il Students

(Transferrable to Resident School)
Each lesson is built around the instruction on either the video tape, DVD or the audio tape. Listen
to each lecture and follow along in the course Study Guide.

Reading: Three books will be required reading: “Acts’ by: Dennis Gaertner (College Press NIV
Commentary), “ Commentary on Acts’ by: Abe Lincoln, and “The Holy Spirit of God” by:
Richard Rogers. These books are supplied with the course and must be read in their entirety by
thetimethe courseiscompleted. Y ou may use Richard’ sand Abe sbooksto help you with your
paper on the Holy Spirit. (Reading these books will be worth 10% of your total course
grade.)

Memory Verses. Memory work will be done on the honor system. Y ou are asked to write your
verses from memory, during the test period, in the presence of the administrator. After you
have completed thetest and turned it in, correct your memory work with a different colored
pen. Or you may quote them to the administrator during the course and he will keep track of the
verses completed and report them to us. Please be diligent in doing your memory work. All
memory work must be completedto passthiscourse. Y ouwill havesixty-nine(69) Bibleverses
to memorize. (10% of your total cour se grade)

Due at with the Mid-term test: (39 verses)
Acts 2:14-16, 22-24, 32-33, 36-41; Romans 8:9-11; 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19; Acts 3:18,
24-26; 4:13, 19-20, 32; 5:29, 41-42; 6:7; 8:4, 12, 22, 32-33, 38; 10:34-35.

Due with the Final test: (30 verses)
Acts 10: 47-48; 11:17, 23; 13:48; 16:5, 28-34; 17:11, 24-31; 20:28-35.

Tests: Therewill be two major tests to complete for this course. The mid-term isto be done at the
end of lesson twelve (12), thefinal will be at the end of the study, after lesson twenty-four (24).
All assignments must befinished by the time of your final test. Each test must receive a 70%
or above to pass this course. (Your test scores will be worth 60% of your grade)

Research Papers: Y ou will berequired to write two themes.

1) TheHoly Spirit. Includeinthispaper: What/who isthe Holy Spirit, thebaptism, indwelling
and empowering of/by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit’s relationship to the world and to
Christians. (Should be 7 to 10 pages — double-spaced) (Worth 10% of your total course
grade)

2) God's providence, particularly as revealed in the last six chapters of Acts. (Five to ten
pages) To beturned in with your last test. (Worth 10% of your total course grade)

Y ou must complete all the “Self Exam” questions in your Study Guide.

Grading:

Reading 10%
Memory work 10%
Research papers 20%
Exams 60%

TOTAL 100%
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LESSON ONE

INTRODUCTION AND
HISTORY OF ACTS

INTRODUCTION:

n many ways the book of Acts is the most neglected book of the New
3‘ Testament. It bridges a degp chasm between the last words of John and the

letters to churches. Without this book we would not have examples of
conversions and the recorded sermons of the apostles. Thisbook isthedivine guide
in al matters pertaining to the establishment, growth, organization, worship and
activities of the church of Christ. Without this book we would not have an account
of Jesus' sending the Holy Spirit, the empowering that comes from the Spirit. We
also will learn about the indwelling of the Spirit.

LESSON TEXT: Luke 1:1-3; Acts 1:1-26

LESSON AIM: To examine materia which will help us to become familiar
with the book of Acts.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...

1. Examinematerial whichwill reveal to usthewriter, date, recipient and

purpose of the book of Acts.

2. Learn of the resurrected ministry of Jesus (1:3-8). When Jesus was
raised He appeared to them for 40 days, giving many proofs of His
resurrection. He spoke to them about the establishment and nature of
His Kingdom (1:1-5). He renewed the promise of the baptizing of the
Holy Spirit (1:5) and their empowering from the Spirit aswell astheir
work as witnesses (1:8).

Study the bodily ascension, witnessed by the apostles (1:9-11).
Review the activities in Jerusalem before the day of Pentecost
including the selection of Matthias as an apostle in the place of Judas
(1:12-26).

~w

INTRODUCTORY DISCOVERIES

A. TheWriter of Acts
Luke and Acts have acommon author (Luke 1:1-3; Acts 1:1-2).
1. Externa evidence. Wehavestrong external evidence of Luke swritingthis
book.
a. Theepistlesto Diognetus (130 A.D.).
b. Theanti-Marcionite prologue states that Luke was the writer.



C.

Such writers as Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Origen
and Eusebius state that Luke is the author.

2. Interna evidence.

a

b.

C.

We know that Luke was a companion of Paul and a co-worker in the
gospel. Colossians 4:10-14; Philemon 24.

Thewriter of Actsisreferredtointhe“wesections’ of the book. (Acts
16:10-17; 20-5—-21:18; 27:1 — 28:16).

In the stories of diseases, traits appear which declare both the interest
and the language of a physician. Luke was a physician.

The Date the Book Was Written

It seems that Luke wrote this letter after the end of Paul’s two years of

imprisonment (Acts 28:31). We put the date as 63 A.D. Evidence for this date:

1. Abrupt manner in which Acts ends show that it was written before Paul’s
trial or death.

2. No hint of Nero’s persecution of 64 A.D.

3. Thereisno hint of the Jewish war or the destruction of Jerusalem of 70
A.D.

4. Nodiscussion of the gnostic heresy of the later years.

The Recipient and Purpose of the Book
1. Therecipient of the book of Acts.

a
b.

Theophilus, which means “loved of God.”

Theversesin Actschapter 23:26; 24:3; 26:25 informs usthat theword
“excellent” describesa Roman official. Conclusion isthat Theophilus
was such an official of the government.

2. The purpose and design of the book.

a

Actsteaches us that Jesus is the long expected Messiah.

1) Proved by prophecy.

2) Proved by the resurrection.

Acts explains the promise of Jesus to “baptize with the Spirit.” One

cannot understand the empowering andindwelling of the Spirit without

studying Acts.

Acts presents to us important actions or deeds of the apostles, espe-

cialy the deeds of Peter and Paul.

Acts teaches us about the Christian’s responsibility and privileges to

the government. Thiswould be of specid interest to Theophilus.

Acts shows that the whole Jewish economy was fulfilled and

superseded by the law of the Spirit on Pentecost.

Actsgivesusexamplesof conversionsand teachesthat one comesinto

thefamily of God through a process known as conversion in which the

new birth is experienced (John 3:3-5). The whole man, heart, life and

state of man are changed.

Acts teaches us about the universal nature of Christianity.

1) That al of the promises and blessings of the gospel are for all
people (Acts 10:34, 35; 11:18).

2) Every needed line of information pertaining to the work and wor-
ship of the church is given in this book.



THE PROMISE, ASCENSION AND NEW APOSTLE

A.

Instruction From the Resurrected Christ (Acts 1:1-2)

1.
2.

3.

4.

Actsisasequel to Luke' s former book.

Theophilus was a real person, and from al indication a Roman official.
Compare “Most excellent” in Luke 1:3 with Acts 23:26, 24:3, and 26:25.
Thegiving of instructionsrefersto the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-
20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-47).

Theday of verse 2 refersto the Great Commission, the key to the book. No
great Commission, then: no preaching, no obeying, no Christians, no
churches, no epistles, no heaven for Christians.

The Resurrected Ministry of Forty Days (1:3-8)
Luke takes up where he left them in Luke 24:46-53.

1.

3.

4.

5.

Five characteristics of the appearances of Jesus. He “presented Himself
alive” ThisHe did on at least ten different occasions. Notice the charac-
teristics of these appearances.

a.  Visible(1John 1:1-2). Jesus appeared diveto the eleven apostles, and
to others, inhabiting the same body He lived in before He was
crucified, only now it was a glorified body.

b. Audible — speaking (Acts 1:3). He ate with them, talked with them,
meeting them at various times and places.

c. Tangible (Luke 24:39; John 20:26-29). He was touched and handled
by those who knew Him.

d. Sudden —unexpectedly (Luke 24:13-31).

e. Intermittent (John 20:19-26). Jesus appeared at intervals to His
apostlesin amanner which could leave no doubt in their mindsthat He
was alive again, risen from the dead.

The main theme of the Bible is Christ and His Kingdom. Since the

Kingdom or Churchisinvolved inredemption (Matthew 3:2; 4:17) thiswill

be studied in Acts 2.

The promise of Jesus and the Father. The Holy Spirit to indwell and

empower them to fulfill the work assigned them (1:5, 8).

The bodily ascension (1:9-11).

a. The New Testament connects Jesus coronation with this ascension
(Acts2:33; Mark 16:19; Ephesians 1:20). A discussion of HisLordship
will be studied in chapter 2.

b. TheAscension: While He was blessing them and they were beholding
Him, He was taken up to heaven! (Luke 24:50-52). He was taken up
and a cloud like a beautiful garment folded around Him, concealing
Him from their sight.

c. Angelic Messengers. They appear suddenly. The tense of the verb
means “Had taken a stand by them.” The apostles did not see these
servants until they were standing beside them.

d. Jesus will come the second time and will appear both visibly and
bodily (Acts 1:11; Hebrews 9:28; Philippians 3:20; 2 Thessalonians
1:6-9; 1 John 3:1-3).

The ten days from the ascension to Pentecost (Acts 1:12-26).

a.  Wherethey met: in the “upper room.”




b. Whoassembled: 120 persons—theapostles, disciples, and kinsmen of
Jesus.
c. What they did:
1) They al joined together constantly in prayer. Notice the
importance of seeking God’ s will.
2) They selected Matthias as a successor to Judas.

THREE POINT OUTLINE OF ACTS

A. TheOrigin, Progress and Dispersion of the Church in Jerusalem (1:1-8:4).
B. The Spread of the Church in Judea and Adjacent Countries (8:5-12:24).
C. The Spread of the Church to Rome (12:25-28:31)

SELF EXAM FOR LESSON ONE:

1.

List the author, date and recipients of the Book of Acts.
Author:
Date:
Recipient:

There are at least seven (7) purposes given for the book of Acts. List five of
these purposes.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Givethree (3) other placestheterm “most excellent” isused in Actsand explain
the meaning of the term.

Give the five (5) characteristics of the appearances of Jesus after His
resurrection.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)




LESSON TWO

THE DAY OF PENTECOST (l)

INTRODUCTION:
n our second lesson, from Acts chapter 1 beginning in verse 15 following, we
3‘ learn about the selection, as we said in the first lesson, of Matthias to be an
apostle of Christ. The hundred and twenty came together. Peter stood up, he
was the spokesman, and he made reference to what the Holy Spirit had foretold
through the mouth of David concerning Judas (v. 16).

Now it’'s very important to observe that God in His attributes is a God who can
foreknow the eventsin the future. | don’t know a passage that says He has chosen to
foreknow every event, but with regard to prophecy, God in His foreknowledge was
able to see the choice that Judas would make in allowing Satan to dominate hislife,
to be overcome with covetousness and sin in his life. God can foreknow without
forcing men like Judas to do what they did. We' ve got to understand and appreciate
God'’ sforeknowledge. We retheelect according to Hisforeknowledge, Peter said in
1 Peter 1. Yet, we were not forced to become disciples of our Lord. We had the
choice. But God in Hisforeknowledge saw what choice men would make. Peter then
told about what happened to Judas.

LESSON TEXT: Acts2:1-13

LESSON AIM: To examine the nature and character of the coming of the
Holy Spirit promised by Jesus and the Father.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...

Learn the meaning and time of the Day of Pentecost (2:1-3).
Study the nature and character of the Holy Spirit.

Learn about the event, i.e., the baptizing of the Holy Spirit (2:4).
Study the empowering from the Holy Spirit which came upon the
apostles (2:5-13).

PWONPE

THE SELECTION OF MATTHIASTO REPLACE JUDAS-THE
FALLEN ONE

A. TheReason Described By Peter
1. Someoneto take Judas place.
2. Judas—thefdlen disciple.
a. Hewasgiven to worldly sorrow which leads to death.
b. Hetried to return the blood money.
c. Hehunghimself.
3. Potter’sfield purchased with the money returned by Judas.

B. A New Apostle Chosen —Matthias



His qualifications:

a

b.

Must have been with Jesus from the baptism of John.

1) TheLord selected the apostles from John's disciples.

2) That would teach that they had been baptized of John.

Must have been an eyewitness of the bodily resurrection of Jesus.

Two men meet the qualifications — Joseph and Matthias.
The Lord selected Matthias.

a
b.

Through prayer of the disciples and casting of lots.
He was numbered with the eleven.

THE GREAT AND AMAZING BEGINNING

A. TheApostlesFilled With the Spirit on Pentecost (2:1-4)
1. TheDay of Pentecost (1).

a
b.

C.

The word means FIFTIETH (Leviticus 23:15-24; Exodus 23:16).

It occurred 50 days after the Passover Sabbath. (Seven weeks plusone
day)

It would alwaysoccur onthefirst day of theweek (Leviticus23:11, 15-
16).

2. Four names are given to this feast.

a
b.

C.
d.

The Feast of Harvest (Exodus 23:16). It occurred during the wheat
harvest.

The Feast of the First-fruits (Leviticus 23:17). They offered the first
fruits of the harvest in awave offering.

The Feast of Weeks (Exodus 34:22, Deuteronomy 16:10).

Pentecost — found only in the New Testament.

1) Many consider thisthe greatest feast of the year,.

2) It brought most of the people into Jerusalem.

B. TheNature of the Spirit
The Holy Spirit is God (possesses the attributes of deity).

1.

a
b.
C.

d.
e.

HeisETERNAL (Hebrews 9:14).

HeisOMNISCIENT (1 Corinthias 2:10).

HeisCO-ETERNAL /EQUAL. He hasthe same nature and essence of
God.

Heis OMNIPRESENT (Psam 139:7-10).

He PERFORMED MIRACLES (1 Corinthians 12:4-11). The Spirit
was the source of these miraculous gifts.

The Holy Spirit is a Divine Person.

He possesses the attributes of personality (John 16:13-14). Nine times He
is spoken of as a Person. He is life, thought, volition, action, speech,
individuality, character and influence.

a

b.

C.

He speaks (I Timothy 4:1) and He empowered the apostles to speak
(Acts 2).

He teaches and witnesses (John 14:26; 15:26).

He hears and guides (John 16:13; 2 Timothy 3:16). These are
characteristics of a Divine Person, who possesses intelligence.

He can be grieved, resisted and blasphemed (Ephesians 4:30; Acts
7:31; Matthew 12:32). Only apersonality can betreated in thismanner.
He s pictured as a divine being, living, speaking, acting, influencing,
blessing, reconciling, transforming, and loving.



THE BAPTIZING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

A. APrediction and Promise. The Father and Jesuspromised that the Spirit would
come.
1. Predicted by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:7-12; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:15-16;
John 1:22-33; Acts 1:4-5.)
a. Hismessage — repent, for the kingdom is at hand.
b. The prediction —He will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.
1) Jesuswould be the administrator of it.
2) The promise was made to al who were listening to John (Luke
3:16). John answered and said to themall...,

NOTE:

If wejust had Acts chapter 1 as the only reference with regard to the baptizing
with the Spirit, we might conclude that only the apostles were given this
promise. But from Matthew’ s account, and especially Luke's account, we see
that he was speaking to al of the people who were present. Some were
impenitent, some were believers — obedient believers—who had been baptized
of John and who were anticipating the coming of the Lord’ s kingdom.

2. Thebaptizing of the Spirit was not the following:

a.  Anything administered by man. In Luke 3:13-17 and John 1:31-34

John the Baptist declares that Jesus would be the baptizer.
b. Anything that took place before Pentecost (Acts 1:4-5).
c. The power to perform miracles. In the Old Testament certain men
were given this power as well as the apostles before Pentecost (Luke
10:17-20).
Inspiration (2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Timothy 3:16).
e. Miraculousgifts (1 Corinthians 12:4-11). Noticethe Holy Spirit gave
these gifts, while Jesus was to give or send the Spirit — the Power
Giver. Jesus referred to the “promise given by the Father” (Luke
24:49). In Joel 2:28-29, Isaiah 44.3, and John 14-16, Jesus as God's
spokesman promised the Spirit. Jesus doesn’t say in Luke 24:49 that
the Father’s promise was a “clothing with power.” In Acts 1:8 the
coming of the Spirit was to result in the reception of power. Power
cameafter the Spirit came, but there are clear passageswhich show that
Jesus and the Father promised to send the Comforter and the Comforter
then empowered or clothed the Apostles with spiritual or miraculous
gifts. The miracul ous element made the sending or pouring out of the
Spirit (the action of Jesus) an indispensable sign of the exalted Christ
—they knew that the Spirit had been given because they could see and
hear miraculous signs.
f. Ther being filled with the Spirit.
1) Thisisseen from thefact that certain people were filled with the
Spirit before Pentecost (Luke 1:15, 41, 67).

2) Thisexpression meansto be influenced by the Spirit through the
Word or to beinfluenced in amiraculous manner. The context de-
termines this influence (Ephesians 5:18).

o

B. ThePower-Giver isDistinguished from the Power
1. Jesuswasto give or send the Spirit, the power-giver.
a. The promise given by the Father (Acts 1:4-5; Luke 24:49).
2. How Jesus refereed to this event.
a.  Hecalled it the sending of the Spirit.



o 0 > »w

b. Itwasto beafutureevent (John 7, 14, 15, 16).

c. They wereto receive the Spirit as obedient believers (John 7:37).
The Spirit could not be sent until after the Lord wasglorified (John 7:37, for
the Spirit was not yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified.)

John 14:26 — The Spirit would be sent by the Father in the name of Jesus
unto the apostles and empower them with the gift of revelation.

John 15:26 — Jesus would be at the right hand side of the Father when He
would send the Holy Spirit unto the apostles.

John 16:7-13 — Jesus would send the Holy Spirit.

C. TheNationalistic Concepts of the Apostles (Mark 10:35)

1.

Their request: To sit on theright and left hand of Jesus in His kingdom.

a  Matthew 19:28 — Jesus had tal ked about the fact the apostles would sit
with Him, ruling in the time of the regeneration.

b. The apostles thought that Jesus was going to be ruling upon the earth
asasovereign ruler.

The Lord’ s response: Y ou will be ruling through the gospel, through the

Word.

a.  The Spirit will make this possible.

b. Jesuswould beruling and reigning from heaven, at the right hand side
of God.

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES
1. The Baptizing with the Spirit was promised (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke
3:15-16; Acts 1:4-5).

a

b.

C.

The baptizing with the Spirit was ssmply the promise of the outpouring of
the Spirit by Jesus on the day of Pentecost.

Theexpressions“poured forth” and“baptizing” arefigurativeexpressions
which described the literal “sending of the Spirit.”

Baptism hereisfigurative and meansacomplete overwhelming of one. .. as
the apostles with the Spirit.

2. The baptizing in the Spirit and the outpouring of the Spirit was the “onetime
makingavailableof the Spirit for all believers.” Look at John 7:37-39; 14:26;
15:26; 16:7-13. Also look at Acts 10:45.

a

Not aliteral immersion or out-pouringin Acts2. In other passages Jesus

describes our drinking of living water and communicating with Christ in

His Word as eating (John 4 and 6). The actual reality behind figures need

have no likeness in appearance to the figure used to convey that reality. In

John 14:26 and 16:13 we see and observethat the Spirit was not given since

Jesus had not been glorified. That event took place on Pentecost.

In Acts 2:1-4 both the power giver and the power came.

1) In Acts 2:38 Jesus sent or poured forth the Spirit and then the Spirit
empowered the Apostles (2:4).

2) Peter explains in Acts 2:17 that what Joel predicted had occurred
(compare 2:33).

3) The baptizing with the Spirit and the outpouring of the Spirit are but
different waysto refer to the same event.

The expression “ poured forth” meansto pour forth al of whatever isbeing

poured out (cf. John 2:15; Revelation 16:1-17; Acts 1:17-18, 33).

1) Inthese passages an unlimited pouring of al the contentsisin view.

2) InActs2all of the Spirit that wasto be sent, given, or poured forth had
been poured out for all men (Acts 2:17,33).

3) In Acts 2:33 Peter says that Jesus “hath poured forth.” The Greek
Aorist tense expresses action as a point completed in the past. On this
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day — The Day of Pentecost — an event has taken place: Jesus and the
Father had poured forth the Spirit.

4) In Acts 10:45 the words “poured forth” are perfect tense which
indicates an action completed in the past but resulting in a continuous
and perfect state of being. So the Spirit had on the day of Pentecost
been poured out for the Gentiles (Acts 2:17,39) and wasthus avail able
for the obedient Gentiles.

SELF EXAM FOR LESSON TWO:

1.

The apostleship of Judas was given to another. What was his name and

qualifications?

His Name:

His Qualifications: 1)
2)

Give the meaning of the word PENTECOST and three other designations by
which it was known.

What day of theweek did the Day of Pentecost always occur? List two Scripture
references which provethis.

List five things which would indicate the Holy Spirit is God by nature.




LESSON THREE

THE HOLY SPIRIT (I)

INTRODUCTION:
e have seen thus far in our study John the Baptist’s statement that Jesus
w would be the administrator of the baptizing with the Spirit. The Lord
would make it possible and Joel said in Acts 2 verse 17 and following
that in the last days God would pour forth of His Spirit. Here isthe promise that the
future pouring forth of the Spirit would occur in thelast days. And Peter said, thisis
that which Joel had predicted and prophesied. Thislocates the last days as the time
in which Peter spoke.

We have seen thus far in our study that the baptizing with the Spirit was simply the
an expression describing the outpouring of the Spirit by Jesus on the day of
Pentecost. And that the expressions, “poured forth” and “baptizing” are figurative
expressions used to describethe actual or literal sending of the Spirit by Jesus on the
day of Pentecost.

Before we look at the empowering gifts from the Spirit herein Acts 2:1-4, let’s go
toward the conclusion of the sermon. In verse 33 Peter is getting toward the
conclusion of this great Messianic sermon which convicted 3,000 people of their
unbelief and unrighteousness, and he said, as recorded in verse 32, “ Exalted to the
right hand of God, he hasreceived fromthe Father the promised Holy Spirit and has
poured out what you now see and hear.”

LESSON TEXT:  Acts2:5-21, 33; 10:1-48

LESSON AIM: To see the meaning and significance of the “sending” or
“outpouring” of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Learn that the Holy Spirit was given one time for al time on the Day
of Pentecost on which the church was established.
2. Discover the effect of the Spirit’s coming on the crowd.

THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVEN

A. ThePromised Spirit Poured Forth AsPromised (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8;
Acts 1:4-5)
The baptizing of the Spirit was simply the promise or the outpouring of the
Spirit by Jesus on the day of Pentecost.
1. Theexpression*“poured forth” meansto pour forth al of whatever isbeing

10
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poured out, “acomplete act in one point of timein thepast” (Cp. John 2:15;

Revelation 16:1-17; Acts 1:17-18, 33).

a.  Inthese passages an unlimited pouring of all the contentsisin view.

b. InActs2all of the Spirit that wasto be sent, given, or poured forth had
been poured out for all men (Acts 2:17,33).

In Acts 2:33 Peter says that Jesus hath poured forth.

a.  The Greek Aorist tense expresses action as a point completed in the
past.

b. Onthisday — The Day of Pentecost — an event hastaken place: Jesus
and the Father had poured forth the Spirit.

B. ThePromised Spirit isIntended for All People (Acts 10)

1.

Thetraits and characteristics of Cornelius.

a. A God-fearing man.

b. A sinner —alost man.

Peter, Cornelius and the Holy Spirit. “While Peter was still speaking these

words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the

message” (Acts 10:44).

The astonishment of the Jewish brethren (Acts 10:45). “ . . .that the gift of

the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.”

a.  Thewords “poured forth” are perfect tense which indicates an action
completed in the past but resulting in a continuous and perfect state of
being.

1) Sothe Spirit had on the day of Pentecost been poured out for the
Gentile (Acts 2:17,39).
2) Wasthusavailable for the obedient Gentiles.

The Spirit cameupon Corneliusto empower himwith somemiracul ousgift.

“As| beganto speak. . . the Holy Spirit fell upon themjust as he did upon

us at the beginning.”

a “Beginning’ refers back to Pentecost where the Spirit directly
empowered the apostles.

b. TheHoly Spirit directly, without the laying on of hands, empowered
Cornelius with the gift of tongues.

c. Thepurpose: To convince Jew and Gentilethat God was going to save
the Gentiles just like the Jews.

Peter’ s understanding of the events.

a.  That when the Holy Spirit was sent by Jesus on the day of Pentecost,
it was sent one-time for all-time.

b. That it wasfor all mankind.

c. That the sending of the Spirit was an event that took place on the day
of Pentecost.

Theact of “being filled” with the Spirit or the Spirit “falling upon” someone

means to be influenced by the Spirit through the Word or to be influenced

in amiraculous manner. The context determines this influence.

a. Theeffect of the Spirit's “falling” on them.

b. Speakingwith other tongues—witnessed by the men who accompanied
Peter.

c. Thisisseenfromthefact that certain people werefilled with the Spirit
before Pentecost (Luke 1:15, 41, 67).
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NOTE: What we have learned about the out pouring of the Holy Spirit.

1. Thesending of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost was onetime for all
time.

The sending of the Spirit was for all flesh.

3. The Spirit may empower Corneliusif it were Hiswill to do so.

4. Thisshowsthat the sending of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost was
aonetime event.

It was the promise or the outpouring of the Spirit by Jesus.

The terms “poured forth” and “baptizing” are figurative expressions
which are used in the New Testament to describetheliteral sending of
the Spirit.

N

o o

THE EFFECT OF THEHOLY SPIRIT'SPOWER ON THE MULTITUDES

A.

The Apostles Empower ed by the Holy Spirit to Speak in Tongues
1. Theapostles“filled” with the Spirit.
2. Meansto be controlled and influenced by the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18-19).

They Came Together to Wherethe ApostlesWere
1. Asaresult of the noise (vs. 5-6).
2. Godfearing Jews from every nation of the world.

The Effect on Them (vs. 6-7)

1. Bewilderment because they (each one of them) began to hear the apostles
speak in his own language (diaect).

2. Utterly amazed because these 12 men were all Galileans (v. 7).

3. The countries represented (vs. 9-11):
a.  Parthians, Medes, Elamites.
b. Residents of Mesopotamia, Judaea, Cappadocia, Phrygia, Pamphylia,

Egypt.
c. Even some proselytes, people from the district of Rome.

Their Question (v. 8)

“How isit that each of us hears themin his own native language?”

1. The gift of tongues meant the ability to speak in aforeign language.

2. The Holy Spirit did not will to give such miraculous gifts beyond the
apostolic day and age.

The Accusation

“They arefilled with new wine” (vs. 12-13). They were accusing them of being

drunk on grape juice (sweet wine). See 1 Corinthians 14:2.

1. TheApostles response: “Men of Judaea and all youwho livein Jerusalem,
let this be known to you and give heed to my words. For these men are not
drunk as some of you suppose for it is only the third hour of the day.”

2. Theexplanation by Peter. “Thisisthat” spoken of by the prophet Joel. See
Joel 2:28-32 and Isaiah Chapters 10 and 13.

3. The*“Day of the Lord” foretold by Joel was the judgment poured out upon
Jerusalemin A.D. 70.
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a.  Warning to the people of the consequences of their unbelief.
b. God'sjudgment, the Day of the Lord would come upon them.

NOTE:
(Hebrews 2:1) “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have
heard, so that we do not drift away.”

(Hebrews2:2) “For if the message spoken by angel swasbinding, and every viol ation
and disobedience received its just punishment,”

(Hebrews 2:3) “how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This
salvation, which wasfirst announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who
heard him.”

(Hebrews 2:4) “God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to hiswill.”
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON THREE:

1.

Explain what is meant by the phrase “poured forth.”

Explain what is meant by the “baptizing of the Spirit.”

The act of “being filled” with the Spirit or the Spirit “falling upon” someone
means what?

The pouring forth of the Spirit meant that how much of the Spirit was given?

For whom was the promise of the Holy Spirit or the pouring forth of the Holy
Spirit meant? Prove your answer with Scripture and reasoning from Acts 10.

Give three things which Peter understood concerning the events which took
place at the house of Cornelius.

1)
2)
3)

What was Peter’ sexplanation concerning the outpouring and empowering of the
Holy Spirit on Pentecost? To what prophet did he refer?

To what doesthe “Day of the Lord” refer.

What was the gift of tongues given to the apostles on Pentecost?




LESSON FOUR

THE HOLY SPIRIT (2)

INTRODUCTION:

t'saddight to welcome you to a continuation of our study. Thisis our fourth
3‘ study from the book of Acts. Thusfar in our study, we have seen that the Holy

Spirit was sent by Jesus on the day of Pentecost. The Spirit was poured forth
from Heaven' s viewpoint, afigurative expression that isused to describe the actual,
literal sending of the Spirit by Jesus on the beginning day, the day of Pentecost. We
haveseenthat it wasthewill of theHoly Spirit, 1 Corinthians 12:11 and Hebrews 2:4,
to give miraculous gifts according to His own will.

We have seen that the Spirit conferred gifts directly upon the apostles, Acts 2, and
upon Cornelius and his household with regard to the gift of tongues (Acts 10:44 and
45). And now we're going to see that the Holy Spirit willed to give giftsto people
other than the apostlesthrough thelaying on of theapostles’ hands. Thiswill become
a pattern as we'll see in our study from Acts 6, Acts 8, Acts chapter 19 and one
reference in 2 Timothy chapter 1.

LESSON TEXT: Acts2,6,8,19& 2 Timothy 1

LESSON AIM: To see that the Holy Spirit willed to give gifts to believers
other than the apostles through the laying on of the apostles
hands.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Learnthat at the beginning, only the apostles were empowered by the
Holy Spirit to work miracles, and that directly.
2. Study several Scriptures which teach that the Holy Spirit imparted
miraculous power to others through the laying on of the hands of the
apostles.

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND MIRACULOUSGIFTS

A. Miracles, at First, Were Limited to the Apostles
1. The apostles and miraculous power. It was the will of the Spirit to give
miraculous gifts unto the apostles only until we get to Acts 6. How do we
know this?
a. Actschapter 2, verseonefollowing, it saysthey wereall together in one
place. That pronoun “they” takes us back to the noun “ apostles’ found
in the last verse of Acts chapter 1.
b. Peter is standing up here with the eleven other apostles (Acts 2:14).
Notice only the apostles. Notice verse 43 of Acts chapter 2. Everyone

15
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2.

kept feeling asense of awe, Luketellsus, and many wondersand signs
were taking place through the apostles.

c. InActschapter 3 we have arecord of the 40-year-old, a cripple, who
wasborninthat conditionwhowasimmediately and completely healed
by themiraculousgift of the Spirit through Peter and John, two apostles.

d. InActs5:12, “. .. and at the hands of the apostles many signs and
wonder s wer e taking place among the people and they were all of one
accord in Solomon’s portico or porch .. ."

e. AndthenfurtherinActschapter 5weread that the peoplewho weresick
or afflicted from the cities outside Jerusalem were brought into the city
and they were all being healed, by the apostles (v. 16).

The apostles were empowered directly by the Holy Spirit, apart from any

human agent.

B. Seven Deaconsand Miraculous Power (Acts 6:1-10)

1.

Seven men selected by the congregation (vs. 1-2). Their qualifications:
a.  They were to be men of good reputation.
b. Full of the Spirit.
1) Theyareaready filled or controlled by the Holy Spirit’s message.
2) They obvioudly have the fruit of the Spirit as apart of their lives,
apart of their character and personality.
3) Read Galatians 5:22 which shows usthat the Holy Spirit through
Hismessage producesthekind of fruit listed in Galatians 5:23 and
24,
c. Full of wisdom. They had theability to accomplishthework of the Lord,
acertain amount of skill.
Themen selected: Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenasand Nicholas
the proselyte from Antioch. Notice a Gentile believer who had become a
proselyte, who had been circumcised, now adisciplefrom Antioch. He' sone
of the deacons.
Their empowering.
a. They prayed for them.
b. They laid their hands on them. Now notice what happened through
prayer and the laying on of the apostles’ hands.
The Holy Spirit willed to give gifts to these seven servants of the church.
a.  Stephenissaid to be “full of grace and power” after the apostles laid
their hands on him.
b. Philip performed miraclesin Samaria— after the apostleslaid handson
him (Acts 8).

C. TheCaseof the Samaritans
TheHoly Spirit empowers Christiansin Samariathrough laying on of the hands

of the apostles (8:14ff).

1. Peter and John, two apostles, are sent to Samaria.

a.  They pray for them in order that they might receive the Holy Spirit.
b. For theHoly Spirit had not yet “fallen” upon any of them.

2. When the Holy Spirit “fell” upon people or “came” upon people, it meant
to empower them with a miraculous gift or gifts from the Spirit, it doesn’t
have reference to the indwelling.

3. And Philip, athough empowered by the Holy Spirit through the laying on

of theapostles hands, could not lay hishands upon the Samaritan saintsin
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order that they would receive gifts from the Spirit.

Two apostles had to come. The Holy Spirit was working now to empower
people through the apostles.

Simon’ s request for power (v. 13).

a. Hewas overcome with temptation.

b. Hethought the gifts of the Spirit were determined by the apostles.
Peter’ s response to Simon’ s request.

a. TheHoly Spirit isthe one who wills to give gifts.

b. Repent and pray for forgiveness.

This teaches us that after we're baptized into Christ and we become a son
and daughter of God in that act of faith, that we have accessto throne room
privileges any hour of the day or night. And we can beseech God to be
merciful to us and give grace and forgive us. We confess our sins and pray
for forgiveness only if we are in aright relationship with God. So Simon
believed genuinely and he was baptized into Christ. Hewas not told to start
all over again to become a believer. He was told to repent and pray. That
proves then that his faith that led him to be baptized into Christ was a
genuine faith back in Acts 8:13.

D. TheCaseof Cornelius(Acts 10)

1.

2.

Cornelius received the gift of tongues directly, without the laying on of

hands.

Peter and his Jewi sh brethren heard them speaking with tonguesand exalting

God. Peter concluded that Cornelius had been empowered just asthe apostles

had on Pentecost.

Baptism commanded by Peter. Corneliusisnot an exceptioninany way with

regard to gospel obedience.

Some exceptional things that took placein Acts 10.

a  Anangel sent to Cornelius.

b. TheHoly Spirit empowered him.

Corneliusreceived the Spirit to empower himwith the gift of tonguesbefore

he was baptized into Christ.

At the point of baptism hereceived the Holy Spirit asagift to indwell him.

a. Before he was baptized he received a gift from the Spirit, the gift of
tongues.

b. Whenhewasbaptized hereceived theHoly Spirit asan earnest and sea
and as a proof of one’s sonship.

E. TheCaseof TheDisciplesin Ephesus (Acts 19)

gprLODdDE

Paul’ s question: “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”

Their answer: “No, we have not even heard that thereisa Holy Spirit.”

Paul’ s next question: “Into what then were you baptized?”

Their answer: “Into John’ s baptism.”

Paul’ s explanation.

a.  John baptized with the baptism of repentance telling the people to
believe in Him who was coming after him, that is—in Jesus.

b. John’sministry prepared people for the coming of Jesus.

c. Hetaught people to repent. They came confessing their sins and they
were baptized according to Mark chapter 1 for the remission of sins.

d. They werebeing baptized by faith looking unto the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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e. Thelr repentance and baptism were an expression of their faith in Jesus
who was to come and become their atoning sacrifice, their sin barrier,
on the cross.

f. From Pentecost on anyone who was baptized looked back to the
sacrificethat Jesushad maderather than looking forward asthedisciples
of John were told to look forward to the coming of the Lord.

g. Paul explained to them the purpose of John’ sbaptism and that it lasted
only until the cross.

h.  Beginning onthebeginning day whenthe Holy Spirit waspromised and
given, people were baptized in the name of Christ on the basisof their
faith in Jesus, the sacrifice already having been made on the cross, not
something yet to be done in the future.

6. Theirresponseto Paul’s' explanation: “ And when they heard thisthey were
baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.”

SUMMARY:

What have we seen thusfar with regard to the Holy Spirit? If the Holy Spirit fell upon
or came upon people, that meant the Holy Spirit gave miraculous gifts according to
Hiswill. The Holy Spirit came on them and they began speaking with tongues and
prophesying. These are two of the miraculous gifts that Paul lists in his list of
miraculous giftsin 1 Corinthians 12, verses 4 - 11.

What have we seen now from Acts 6, Acts chapter 8, Acts chapter 19? That the Holy
Spirit gave gifts according to His own will through the laying on of the apostles
hands. Now thereisone other referencethat we might observe and that will conclude
our study of how peoplereceivethe Holy Spirit to empower them through the laying
on of the apostles’ hands.

In 2 Timothy, chapter 1, Paul reminds his son in the faith, Timothy, about an event
that had taken place when the presbyters, or the elders, had laid their hands upon the
young evangelist Timothy. In 2 Timothy 1.6, here is what Paul says, “and for this
reason, | remindyou, Timothy, to kindle afresh the gift of God whichisinyouthrough
the laying on of my hands.” We don’'t know what gift the Holy Spirit willed to give
this young evangelist Timothy. We just know that he received a gift from the Spirit
through thelaying on of Paul’ shands. But thishappened at thetimethat the Eldership
laidtheir handsupon Timothy. In 1 Timothy 4, verse 14, Paul said: “. . .do not neglect
the Spiritual gift withinyou whichwasbestowed upon you through propheti c utterance
with the laying on of the hands by the presbytery.” And of course that has reference
to the elders. And so if you can picture in your mind the event that obviously took
placeasrecordedin Actschapter 16, they cametogether and theelderslaid their hands
upon Timothy the young man and Paul laid his hands upon him and it was through
thelaying on of Paul’ shandsthat the Holy Spirit willed to give Timothy amiraculous
gift.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON FOUR:

1. Who were the only ones empowered by the Holy Spirit to perform miracles
through thefirst five chapters of Acts? Prove thiswith Scripture and reasoning.

2. How were the above men empowered by the Holy Spirit?

3. List four (4) cases where the Holy Spirit did not empower someone directly.
1)
2)
3)
4)

4. Explain how the empowering was accomplished in the above four cases.

5. In what way was the empowering of Cornelius like that of the apostles on
Pentecost?

6. Please explain how the men selected in Acts 6 could be “full of the Spirit” and
yet not be miraculously empowered by the Spirit.

7.  When did the disciplesin Acts 19 receive the Spirit to indwell them?

When did they receive the Spirit to empower them?




LESSON FIVE

THE INDWELLING OF THE SPIRIT

INTRODUCTION:
e resume our study today from the marvelous book of Acts. And asyou
w have observed thus far, we are looking topically at the Holy Spirit as a
divine person of the Godhead. We talked a little bit about the nature of
God asseenintheHoly Spirit of God. And we have studied about the sending by Jesus
of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, a one time event which took place on that
day when Jesus poured forth the Holy Spirit of God on all flesh.

After having seen that the baptizing with the Spirit was simply the promise of Jesus
to send the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, we have been studying recently how
peoplereceived the Holy Spirit to empower them. We veseenthusfar that therewere
two ways by which peoplein the first century received the Holy Spirit to empower
them with miraculous gifts. And that when the Spirit came upon them or fell upon
them, you remember from our study of those passagesof Scripture, those expressions
had referenceto the empowering, miracul ousempowering, of theHoly Spirit of God.

We want to study now how people, all Christians, receivethe Holy Spirit to indwell
them.

LESSON TEXT:  All the Scripture references in your notes and in Richard
Rogers book The Holy Spirit of God.

LESSON AlIM: To consider the fact of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling each
Christian and what then the Spirit becomes to each obedient
believer.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...

1. Learn severa passages which clearly state the fact of the indwelling
Spirit for each obedient believer.

2. Seethat the church is aso the sanctuary of the Holy Spirit.

3. Discoverthat theHoly Spirit becomesat |east four thingstothosewhom
Heindwdlls.

4. Tostudy briefly the enabling of the apostles on Pentecost by the Holy
Spirit to speak in other languages.

THE FACT OF THE INDWELLING SPIRIT

A. Thelnitial Promise—in the Gospels (Acts 2:38)
1. ToreceivetheHoly Spirit asagift meant toreceivetheHoly Spirit toindwell
them as a gift. (See John 14, 15, 16)
2. Only those who were saved believers would receive the indwelling Spirit
asagift.

20
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a.  TheHoly Spirit doesnot indwell aChristian separateand apart fromthe
Word of God.

b. Only those who receive the Word of God are promised the gift of the
Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32).

NOTE: The Spirit actually and really indwells us in conjunction with the
indwelling of the Spirit’ smessagein our heart and life. Only thosewho
are saved believers will receive, at that point, the promised gift of the

Holy Spirit
B. TheRecipients—TheSpirit Giventolndwell Obedient Believer s(Acts5:32)

C. TheNatureof thelndwelling Spirit (Romans 8:9-11)

1. Themotivation of Christians.
a. Not by the desires and the will of the flesh.
b. By andintheHoly Spirit.

2. Thesignificance of the indwelling Spirit.
a.  Not to have the indwelling Spirit means that a person doesn’t belong

to God.

b. Tohavetheindwelling Spirit meansresurrection from the dead by that

Spirit (v. 11).

NOTE: Wearetaught inthis passage of Scripturethat the Spirit in conjunction
with the Spirit’ smessage, the Word of God, indwellsthe child of God.

D. The Spirit Indwellsthe Church (1 Corinthians 3:16)
The church is the temple of God and the Spirit of God dwellsin the church (v.
16).

E. The Spirit Indwellsthe Individual (1 Corinthians 6:15-20)
1. Paul is pleading with God's people not to allow immorality, the sin of
fornication, to comeinto their life.
2. Suchsinisagainst God, against one’ sown body, and against othersaswell.
3. Thebody isnot for sin but for the Lord.
4. Thebody isatemple and a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit (v. 19).

NOTE: The Spirit through the apostle Paul could not have madeit any clearer
than the way it’s expressed here in these words. That the Holy Spirit
indwells our spirit which of courseisin our body and so our body isa
temple of the Holy Spirit which isin us, which we have from God.

5. 2 Timothy 1:13-14 — “ Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—
guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who LIVESIN US”

THE SPIRIT'SRELATIONSHIP TO THE CHRISTIAN. To Indwell God’s
People:

A. AsA Seal (Ephesians 1:13; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22; Ephesians 4:30)
1. The purpose of aseal was to make an imprint on a document.
2. A sea makes something authentic, genuine.
3. Sometimes denotes ownership and security.
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NOTE: Whenwe respond to the gospel of Christ by faith, when wetrust in the

perfect sacrifice of our Lord, and demonstrate our trust and confidence
intheLord’ ssacrificeby an obedient faith, by acknowledging our Lord,
repenting, confessing Jesus, and beingimmersed into Hisdeath, at that
point the Holy Spirit is given unto us as a seal.

Thisisfor God’ sbenefit aswell asours. He canlook out over theworld
and see those who have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of God. The
Lord can say, those people are my genuine and authentic sons and
daughters. Oh how important it isto appreciatewhat the Holy Spirit has
becometo usasaseal. When the president of our country speaksthere
is dways, on the podium where he is speaking, the presidential seal.
That seal guarantees and authenticates the fact that he is the only one
that can use that seal as the head of our state. And so this is very
important for us. It reassures usthat we arethe true sons and daughters
of God.

B. AsOur Pledgeor Earnest (Ephesians 1:14; 2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5)

1.

God's Pledge to us that one day we will be full recipients of all Hisglory.
(Cf. Romans 8:23; Philippians 3:20-21)

2. Assurance that we are going to get aglorified body.

C. AsProof of Sonship (Galatians 4:3-7)
“ Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Soninto our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out ABBA, Father.”

D. Asan Encouragement to Glorify God (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

REVIEW:

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2 & 10).

Only the peoplein the apostolic day and age were able to receive the Holy
Spirit to empower them with miraculous gifts (Acts6, 8 & 19).

Every Christian, everyone who becomes a saved disciple, has the promise
of theindwelling of the Spirit asaseal, asan earnest, as proof of hissonship
and also as an encouragement to glorify God in his body.

1
2.

3.

THE HOLY SPIRIT'SENABLING
Peter explai ned thecoming and empowering of theHoly Spirit and warnsof Judgment

(2:14-21).

A. Explanation of the Phenomenon
Thegift of tongues (Acts 2:4-8) confirmed Peter’ sclaim that Joel’ s prophecy of
the outpouring of the Spirit uponall fleshwasfulfilled (2:14-21). THISISTHAT!

1.
2.

3.
4.

The word “language’ here means “dialect.”

Theproof wasintheir amazement—* . . . arenot all thesewho are speaking
Galileans. ..”

The design and purpose of tongues was for a sign to the unbeliever.

To speak in atongue meant to speak in aforeign language.

It included even the various dia ects.
It was not to speak some ecstatic utterance.
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B. Speakingin TonguesWas Toward God Not Men (1 Corinthians 14:1-2)

1. Peter spoke to the multitudes in the Aramaic language.
2. Inthetemple areathey spokein the Hebrew dialect (Acts 21).

C. TheDestruction of Jerusalem Foretold (2:19-21; Malachi 3:1-4:5)

1. There are many Old Testament references in which “fire” is used
symbolically of judgment upon wicked nations:

Isaiah 10:15-19: Judgment of God against Assyria.

Isaiah 13:6-17: Judgment and punishment of God upon Babylon.

Isaiah 30:27-31: Destruction of Assyria by God.

Isaiah 33:11-12: “You conceive chaff, you give birth to straw; your

breath is a fire that consumes you.”

2. Jesusforetold the destruction of Jerusalem in Matthew 24.

oo o

SELF EXAM FOR LESSON FIVE:

1.

List five Scriptures and aquotation from each which clearly statesthefact of the
indwelling Spirit in the individual and the church..

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

List four things the Spirit becomes to us with the Scriptures which states this.
1)
2)
3)
4)

Define what is meant by “speaking in tongues’ and the design and purpose of
this gift from the Spirit.

“ Speakingintongueswas God men.
Give a Scripture reference which proves the above statement




LESSON SI X

THE FIRST GOSPEL SERMON

INTRODUCTION:

y friends | wish that we had the time to go back to the passages that I’ ve
iml referred to in Isaiah, chapter 13 verse 6 following and chapter 10 verse 16

followingand other placesinthebook of Isaiah, chapter 26, chapter 30 verse
27, even chapter 33 which helps us understand what the Day of the Lord meant from
Old Testament prophecy. But our Lord during His ministry said that He would give
signs that would come prior to the destruction of Jerusalem and the sign would be
when you seethe army surrounding the city, Luke chapter 21. Y ou need to read Mark
13, Luke 21 and Matthew 24, keeping in mind what Jesus said in Matthew 23:37-39
concerning thefuture of thebeloved city. Hesaid that it will beinthisgenerationwhen
this Day of the Lord of judgment will come upon the wicked nation. So those who
respected what Jesus taught concerning the sign and the time element would fleethe
city of Jerusalem. And this sermon here that we are studying in Acts 2 was being
preached in Jerusalem, the condemned city. Those who respected what Jesus taught
and obeyed Him and fled the city woul d be saved. Now weknow that in other passages
to call uponthe nameof the Lord, like Romans 10 and Acts chapter 22, meansto call
upon the Lord to save us by faith at the point of being immersed into the death of
Christ. But here from this context, the deliverance and the day of salvation from the
Day of the Lord had reference to the judgment of a wicked nation.

And now after giving adequate attention to why the miracle of the languages had
occurred, Peter movesto the central theme of hismessage--the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Peter placed blame for the crucifixion of Jesus on his audience, but
argued that God counteracted the deed with the raising of Jesus from death. This
balanceis seenin later sermonsin Acts (see 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:39-40; 13:28-30).

LESSON TEXT: Acts 2:22-41

LESSON AIM: Toanalyzethissermon and to learn about apostolic preaching
and how to reproduce it today.

LESSON OBJECTIVES.  Youwill ...

1. Learn about apostolic preaching and how to reproduce it today.

2. Investigate the factorsin the establishment of the New Testament
church.

3. Discover that the law of pardon and the gift of the Holy Spirit are
inseparably related.

4. Seethat the natural outflow of salvation isto glorify God in the
Church.

THE FIRST GOSPEL SERMON
Know the content, aim and results of the first gospel sermon.

24
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A. Christ the Fulfillment of M essiah Prophecy (2:22-36)
1. Theaim: Jesus of Nazareth crucified, raised and exalted (vs. 22-24, 33).
2. Jesusaccredited by God (vs.22-23).
a. Hislifeand miracles (v. 22).
1) A man attested to you by God — He had the approval of God.
2) By miracles He worked. (See John 20:30-31; John 3:1-2)
3) God performed them through Jesusin their midst.
b. Theforeknowledge of God (v. 23).
1) According to the predetermined plan and foreknowledge.
2) God can foreknow events without forcing men to do what they
choose to do.
3. Proof that Jesus was raised from the dead.

a. Thetestimony of the prophet David (vs. 25-31). “ David’ stestimony”
(Psalms 16:8-11, Il Samuel 7:11-14) could not have applied to himself
but to Jesus and His Resurrection.

1) David died and his body was buried.

2) David stombwasstill there with hisbody till in it —evidence he
had not been raised.

3) Jesus had perfect conviction and confidence that His body would
be raised again on the third day.

4) Jesus hope: “. .. thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades.”

b. The Apostles testimony (v. 32). Here are twelve apostles, twelve
confident, reliable, trustworthy men. (See 1 Corinthians 15).

a. Nooneinthefirst century was ableto gainsay or to speak against
and to prove that the apostles were false or lying witnesses.

b. The Sanhedrin threatened and beat them and yet they could not be
kept from witnessing to the resurrection of Christ.

Cc. Thetestimony of the Holy Spirit (vs. 33).

The Spirit which empowered the apostl eswas sent from heaven by Jesus
who had been rai sed from the dead and was seated by the right hand of
God. “The glorified Jesus is responsible for what you have seen and
heard this day,” says Peter, “and what you’ ve seen and heard is proof
that Heisglorified.”

d. Theunarguableconclusion: “ Thereforeletall | srael beassured of this:
God hasmadethisJesus, whom you crucified, both Lordand Christ.”

Conclusion (vs. 34-36). Barnesquoted someone, “ Convinced by the prophecies,
by our testimony, and by theremarkabl e scenesexhibited on theday of Pentecost,
let all be convinced that the true Messiah has come and has been exalted to
heaven.”

B. Ther Responseto the Sermon (v. 37)
TheJews' responseto the sermon—conviction of sin. Theverb “pierced” means
“to pierce, to sting, to stun, to smite.” 1) Of their sin of unbelief, 2) their sin of
unrighteousness, and, 3) of God’ s judgment that will come upon them because
of this.
1. They had understood, they were smittenintheir conscience. “ . . . they were

pierced to the heart.”

2. They are convicted of the terrible nature of their sin.

3. Their question: “Men and brethren what shall we do?”
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C. Peter’sResponseto Their Question (2:37-41)

They want to know what to do to avoid the wrath of God upon them.

1. Thequestion: What must we do to be saved?

2. Theanswer: (2:38) “Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.”

a.  Repent —“to renovate your thinking, your mind.”
b. Bebaptized:

1) “In” the name of Christ means on the “basis of” Jesus Christ.

2) Purpose: for the remission of sins. The Greek word “eis’ (for) is
used 1700 timesin the New Testament and always means “with a
view toward.” It never looks back. (See Matthew 26:28; Galatians
3:27; Romans 6:3-6).

3) Sameexpressionwhen Jesusingtituted theLord’ ssupper (Matthew
26:28). “Thisis my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins.”

NOTE: For whatever purpose Jesus offered Himself asasacrifice on thecross,
that’ sthe design and purpose of our repenting and beingimmersed into
the death of Christ.

4) “EIS’ could never mean “because of” it means “with aview to or

unto.”

NOTE: Thevery common use of eisin the New Testament is“for the purpose
of, inorderto.” InMatthew 26:28 wherethisexact phrase appears, Jesus
saysHisbloodis*“poured out” for (eis) theforgivenessof sins. It would
be absurd to argue that the phrase means * because of” and that Jesus
blood was poured out because sins had already been forgiven.

c. Receivetheindwelling of the Spirit
3. Thepromise(vs. 39-41). “The promiseisfor you and your children and for
all who are far off —for all whomthe Lord our God will call.”
a. Forgivenessof sins.
b. Theindwelling of the Spirit.

CONSIDER:

Peter’ s response to the question asked by the multitude presents the very core of the

Gospel, thekernel of the Good News. Something can be doneabout sinand guilt, even

guilt asseriousasthecrucifixion of Jesus Christ. Twoimperativesaregiven, “repent”

and “ be baptized.”

1. “Repentance” — carries the idea of turning from sin to God. It incorporates a
change of heart about unrighteousness and a desire to be reoriented toward the
will of God.

2. “Baptism” —Peter’ sresponse makes both of these actions equally necessary. He
said “repent AND be baptized” — not “repent OR be baptized.”

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON SIX:

1.

List two evidences presented by Peter that Jesus was the Messiah.
1)
2)

List thethree proofs Peter presentsthat this Jesus had been raised from the dead.
1)
2)
3)

In what way did the multitude respond to the sermon by Peter?

What instruction did Peter give them asto how to be saved?

Define the following words:
“Repent”
“In the name of”

The Greek word “eis’

Give abiblical illustration of what “eis’ means other than in Acts 2:38.

What two great blessings/promises are offered in Acts 2:38?
1)
2)




LESSON SEVEN

PREACHING PRACTICED

INTRODUCTION:
n our study thusfar, we've seen how the Lord builds His church in the city of
3‘ Jerusalem. Itisvery important to understand how Christ built Hischurchinthe
first century. We will take some time later on when we get to Acts chapter 8
to remind ourselves of how the Lord built the church through the preaching of the
gospdl of Christ.

Y ou remember back in Matthew chapter 16:18 the promise that Jesus made to Peter.
He said Peter through what you will preach, mainly that | am the Christ, the Son of
the living God, this will be the foundation of the church, on this the church will be
built. Upon thisrock | will build my church and I’ [l give you the keysto the kingdom
of heaven. We have just seen how the Lord used Peter as he used the keys to the
kingdom of heaven to tell people what to do in response to the crossin order to be
saved. And whenthey responded tothat, thosewho received hisword wereimmersed,
and there were added that day about 3,000 souls. The Lord built His church through
the apostl e Peter and the other apostlesasthey preached Jesusand Him crucified. And
they have now responded to the word of the cross by being immersed and now the
church has been built and established. Three thousand plus the apostles and others
who were already baptized by John and who have been added by the Lord unto the
church now constitute membership in the New Testament church. But beginningin
verse 42 to the end of the chapter, we learn something about how the church of our
Lord in the city of Jerusalem put into practice the apostles' teaching or doctrine.

LESSON TEXT: Acts 2:42-47

LESSON AlIM: To see the character of the early church in her devotion and
adherence to apostolic preaching, fellowship and unity.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Seetheearly church as sheinvolves herself in the practice of
the Word of God and Worship.
2. Learn nine things which began on Pentecost.

THE CHURCH AND ITSPRACTICE (2:42-47)

A. Devoted Themselvesto The Word of God and Worship (v. 42)

1. They were strong toward the apostles’ doctrine. The word *“continued
steadfastly” is a word in the original which literally means being strong
toward.

a.  Growthto maturity isthrough the Word of God —the gospel of Christ.
b. Apostles were the only teachers of the Gospel at thistime.
1) InActs6 therewill be seven other teachers added.
2) Atthis point only the apostles are empowered by the Holy Spirit
with the gift of knowledge and revelation.
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4.
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c. Whatisbeingspokenorally will berecordedtowritten documentslater.
They were strong toward fellowship (v. 42). Love and hospitality.

a. Joint participation in the work of Christ.

b. Joint participation in the matter of giving toward those in need.

c. Joint participationin thefurtherance of the gospel (Philippians1:3).

Jointly now all of these believers are participating with the apostlesin the
work of Christ.

They were strong toward breaking of bread (v. 42). Remembrance and

hope.

a. Thishasreferenceto the Lord s Supper.

b. Ingtituted by Jesus (Matthew 26).

c. Paul calsthe Lord’ s Supper acommunion (1 Corinthians 10:16).

d. Tobe participated inonthefirst day of the week in the assembly of the
church (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:17ff).

e.  When we participate in the Lord’ s Supper we are having communion
or fellowship with Christ.

They were strong toward prayer (v. 42). Devotion and trust.

a. They continually devoted themselves to prayer.

b. The early church teaches us of the significance, the power and the
privilege of prayer.

c. The apostles devoted themselves to prayer and to the ministry of the
Word (Acts 6).

B. A Senseof Awe/Wonder (v. 43). Influence of the church.

1.

2.

Because of the redemptivework of Christ. He had extended to them pardon
and forgiveness of sins..
Because of great miracles and signs being performed through the apostles.

C. They Lived in Unity (vs. 44-46). Jesus prayed for unity in the church (John
17:20-21).

1
2.
3.

To glorify God.

To keep usin a state where we can be built up spiritually.

For the benefit of the unbelieving world. If theworld cannot see unity in us
we will not have credibility in the teaching and preaching of the gospel of
Christ.

D. They Had All Thingsin Common (v. 45)

1.
2.
3.

4.

The disciples were generous with their possessions.

They chose of their own valition to give this way.

They were not commanded to sell their possessions and property (Acts5:1-
11).

They shared with all who had need.

E. Ther Daily Activity (v. 46)

1.

2.

The early church was using the Jewish temple for their corporate worship
and assembly.

The* breaking of bread” hasreferencetowhat islater called the® Love Feast”
(2 Peter 2; Jude 1).

a. They came together to share a meal together.

b. They had an attitude of gladness and great sincerity of heart.

F. They Praised God and Grew in Numbers (v. 47)
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1. Continual gratitude —“praising God” —in their lives, in their teaching, in
thelir service, in their worship.

2. Continual favor—"havingfavor with al thepeople.” Winsomeattr activeness.
What the people saw:
a.  Christian fervency.
b. Christian unselfish love and concern.
c. Praising God in away they had never seen before.

3. Continual blessing—“and the Lord . .."

4. Continual growth —*. . . added to their number daily. . .”

5. Continual salvation—"*. . . those who were being saved.”

PENTECOST — THE DAY OF BEGINNINGS
The following nine things began on this day (cf. Acts 11:15).

A.

B.

I @ mm o O

The New Covenant (Hebrews 8:8 —9:15-17)

Preaching in the Name of Jesus Christ (L uke 24.46ff)
Baptism in the Name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38)

The Sending of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4, 33)

The Giving of the Holy Spirit to the Believer (2:38-39)
The Reign of Christ on David’s Throne (2: 30ff)

The Fulfillment of the Prophecies of Joel (2:1-4, 28-33)

TheBuilding of theLord’sChurch Through the Apostles (M atthew 16: 18-
19)

The Work and Worship of the New Testament Church (Acts 2:24-47)

NOTE: Thecity of Jerusalem wasthe birth place of the church Christ built. The day

of Pentecost was the birthday of the church Christ built. The day of the
establishment of the Kingdom of Christ. It cameon thefirst day of theweek
— Sunday — the Lord’'s Day, since Pentecost could not come, according to
the prescription of the Law of Moses, upon any other day. This day marks
thefirst time the Gospel of Christ Jesus, in its fullness, was preached. The
first timeit could be preached in its fullness. Until this time any “ Gospel”
that was preached was either a “Gospel in Promise” or a “Gospel in
Preparation”. The church that Christ built was a new, an original, God-
appointed and God-created body. It was not a branch of anything then in
existence. It wasnot adevel opment of anything that had gone before. There
was nothing “carried over” into it from any religion then being abrogated.
Someformer lawswererestated. Eternal principleswereincorporated there-
in. But these, not because they had formally been binding, but because they
were right within themselves.

It was the day that the power mentioned in Acts 1:8 came, since it wasthe
day the Holy Spirit descended upon them, and overwhelmed the Apostles.
See also Acts 1:5.
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PREVIEW OF CHAPTER THREE:
OBJECTIVESTO BE CONSIDERED:

PWONPE

The design and nature of New Testament miracles.

How long they were intended to be given to the people in the first century.
The purpose of miracles.

The Old Testament predicted that the M essiah to comewould beregjected by His

own people.
5. TheMessiah would suffer and die and be raised again on the third day.

HEALING AND FREEDOM IN THE NAME OF JESUS
Understand the circumstances and the significance of the healing of the lame man.

A. A Forty-Year Bondage Turned to Freedom (3:1-8)

Theplace: Thetempleisstill used asameeting placefor theapostles. During
the hours of prayer they would find a ready-made audience to whom they
might preach.

a.  Theninth hour, the hour of prayer would be roughly mid-afternoon.

1.

b.

The Jewish hours of prayer were the third, sixth, and ninth hours as
times for private prayer.

The Power: God, through the apostles, heals the lame man (vs. 2-10).
a.  Thecertain man (v. 2).

b.

C.

1) Lamefrom birth. Hisfriends and family brought him here “every
day to beg.”

2) Hebegged to sustain life.

A certain plea(v. 3). “Torecelve ams’ is another way of saying that

hewas merely asking to be supported in the condition in which hewas.

The certain response — amazing (vs. 4-6). He asked for ams and

received something better. Many thingsare moreimportant than money.

1) Peter and John are the Lord's agents.

2) A look of compassion — the usual thing is to turn away when
passing a beggar, and not ook at him.

The miraculous result (vs. 7-8).

1) The command — “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene . . .
walk.” The miracles were designed to glorify Jesus Christ.

2) A hand extended — “ And seizing him by theright hand . . .”

3) A renewed strength —immediate and complete.

4) Exultation and praise—natural and appropriate expression toward
God.

B. TheProvidential Effect —Wonder and Amazement by the People
1. A witness and testimony for God.
2. A confirmation of the Word preached.
a.  The Jews denied Jesus from ignorance, but Christ and His death was

b.

prophesied.
Therefore they should have known and obeyed Christ.

C. TheWord Miracle Defined

Something that a person could observe with his natural senses.
Something that was accomplished by divine power —without any adequate
or human natural cause.

Something that transcended God' s laws of nature.

a.  The people who observed them knew that they were miracles.

1.
2.

3.

b.

Eventheenemiesof Christianity could not deny that they weremiracles.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON SEVEN:

1.

What four things did the early church put into practice in Acts 2:42?
1)
2)
3)
4)

List nine things which began on the Day of Pentecost.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

What two things cause the sense of awe and wonder in the early church?
1)
2)

For what three reasons is unity emphasized in verses 44-467?
1)
2)
3)

Describe the importance of Peter and John going to the Temple at the hour of
prayer.

What relation did the miracle have with preaching the Gospel ?

What effect did the healing of the lame man have on the people?

Give three things which help define what amiracleis.
1)
2)
3)




LESSON EIGHT

HEALING AND PREACHING

INTRODUCTION:
he healing of the lame man follows the paragraph which describesthe * many
m wonders and miraculous signs’ done by the apostles (2:43). Acts continues
to focus on the conversions of those who might be considered unlikely
prospects for God’ s favor —first the crowd in Jerusalem, which was responsible for
the crucifixion of Jesus, and now alame man whose life seemed to be hopelessly
ruined. Many Jews probably considered the man as suffering from the punishment
of God. But theapostleswereready to proclaim the gospel to all whowould hear them.

This lesson will continue to deal with the nature of New Testament miracles. They
were of such nature that even the unbelievers could not deny that they weremiracles.

LESSON TEXT:  Acts3:1-26

LESSONAIM: To show therelationship between theworking of miracles and
preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ in the first century .

LESSON OBJECTIVES Youwill . ..
1. Learn something of the design and nature of miracles.
2. Seethat the Old Testament prophesied the rejection and death of
Jesus and then His glorification in heaven.
3. Discover how this gospel message motivates people to obey the
Gospdl.

THE NATURE AND CHARACTER OF NEW TESTAMENT MIRACLES.

A. TheObvious Reality of New Testament Miracles
1. Theinability of the Jewish Sanhedrin Council to refute the validity of the
miracle (Acts 4:14-16).
a. “...thatanoteworthy miraclehastaken placethroughthemisapparent
toall ...
b. They would have liked to be able to deny it because of the confirming
effect of the deity of Christ.
c. A list of the miraculous gifts given by the Spirit can be found in 1
Corinthians 12.
d. Thenatureof New Testament miracleswas convincing. Even enemies
could not deny them.
2. So-caled miracles of today are not of this nature.

B. ThePurposefor Which theHoly Spirit Gavethe Gift of Healing to People
in the First Century
1. To confirm through signs the words spoken (Mark 16:20).
2. Hebrews 2:1-4: “ God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various
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miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to hiswill.”

a

b.

C.

d.

Passage that tells us WHEN they had confirmed the faith (Jude 3).
The system of salvation, that which is believed as the substance of
religious truth, was once for all confirmed.

The word “faith” in Jude 3 is the substance of Christian faith.

The expression “once for al” literally means “what is done was to be
of perpetual validity and never needs repetition.”

3. Signs,wonders and miracles were given to the apostles as credentials.

a

b.

C.

2 Corinthians 12:2: “ The signsof atrue apostle wer e perfor med among
you with all perseverance.”

The words preached were shown to be from God by the miracles
performed.

God gavethem theempowering gift of the Spiritto confirm and validate

the message.

4. Theword once confirmed does not need to be confirmed over again.

C. ThePurposefor Which MiraclesWere Given Was Fully Accomplished in
the Apostolic Day and Age
1. TheHoly Spirit guided the apostles into all truth (John 16:13).
2. Thefaithwas"oncefor all time” delivered to the saints (Jude 3).
3. Miraclesceased whenthedesign and purposefor whichthey weregiven had
been fully accomplished (1 Corinthians 13:8).

a
b.

C.

NOTE:

God used miracles to bring new things into existence.

He never did miracles to confirm things that had aready been con-
firmed.

Miracleswereperformedto convinceunbelieversthat Jesusisthe Christ
(John 20:30-31).

We're not talking about God at work when we pray. We certainly believe that God
worksinwaysthat we may not even fully understand according to thelaws of nature.
But God uses medication, he uses rest, he uses food, he uses whatever is a His
disposal accordingtowhat wecall natural law to bring about therestoration of health.
But amiracleis something that transcends that and it didn’t require faith on the part
of the unbeliever before they could receive the blessing of amiracle.

“Then Peter said, Silver and gold have | none; but such as| havegivel thee: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.”

PETER’'SMESSIANIC SERMON (3:13-26)

A. TheTestimony of The Old Testament
1. TheOld Testament predicted the coming, rejection, suffering and death of
Jesus for man’ s salvation (3:13-18).

a
b.

C.

The Suffering Servant isfrom Isaiah 43:1; 52:13; 53:11. Jesus became
our propitiation (Romans 3:25).

All the prophets predicted the same thing (3:18). (Cf. Luke 24:22-47;
1 Peter 1:10-11). Christ suffered and was glorified by Hisresurrection.
Proof that Jesus fulfilled these prophecies are two-fold:

1) The apostles witness (15b).

2) Thelame man healed (16). Only God can work such amiracle.

2. Jesusfulfilled these Old Testament predictions in becoming the following
things (vs. 18-24).

a

A sin-offering (vs. 18-21). Compare 18 with 21. We are now in the
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“times of restoration.”
b. A savior (v. 19).
Cc. A prophet (vs. 22-24). One who speaks forth the mind or will of God
by inspiration. ChristisGod’ sprophet (vs. 22-23; Deuteronomy 18:18-
19).
Thistruthwas spoken by all the prophets of old (v. 24, cf.v. 21). Thesedays
are the days of the times of restoration of v. 21. Note all Old Testament
prophecy of Jesus has been fulfilled.
a. Theprophets predictionswereof salvationfrom sin—not of anational
kingdom. They spoke of:
1) Repentance and return. (Thisiswhat John the Baptist preached.)
2) Sins being wiped away.
3) Timesof refreshing.
b. Jesusbecameto us:
1) A sin-offering (vs. 18-21).
2) A savior (v. 19).
3) A prophet (vs. 22-24).

B. Jesusisthe Promised Seed of Abraham (3:25-26)

1.

TheJewswereheirsof thethingspredictedinthe Old Testament. Remission
of sins (3:19, 26; Galatians 3:8, 16) and justification, or reconciliation, are
the blessings of Jesus.

The Old Testament Scriptures foretold the coming of Jesus, Hiswork, and
salvation in the Church (3:26, 13:46). The suffering and subsequent
glorification of Christ isin harmony with the nature of the Kingdom.

C. ThePropheciesof Moses

AW E

o

THE LORD GOD SHALL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME.

FROM AMONG YOUR BRETHREN — The“prophet” (Messiah) wasto beaJew.
To HIM YOU SHALL GIVE HEED IN EVERYTHING HE SAYSTO YOU.

AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERY SOUL THAT DOES NOT HEED THAT PROPHET
— A warning against disobedience.

SHALL BE UTTERLY DESTROYED FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE — The threat of
severe punishment, therefore they should repent and seek for mercy.

D. ThisWasthe Testimony of ALL THE PROPHETS

1. From Samuel and al that followed.
2. The Covenant made with the Jews through their father Abraham was the
sending of Jesus to turn them away from their wicked ways (vs. 25-26).
SUMMARY:
Jesus is the promised Seed of Abraham (3:25-26).
1. TheJewswere heirs of the things predicted in the Old Testament.
a.  Remission of sins (3:19, 26; Galatians 3:8, 16).
b. Justification or reconciliation is the blessing of Jesus.
2. The Old Testament Scriptures foretold the coming of Jesus, His work, and

salvationinthe Church (3:26; 13:46). Thesuffering and subsequent glorification
of Christ isin harmony with the nature of the kingdom.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON EIGHT:

1.

The miracles performed by the apostles were of such nature that they

The purpose for which miracles were given was
in the apostolic age.

Of what did/does all the prophets speak according to Peter?

What two proofs does Peter give that Jesus fulfilled the prophecies?
1)
2)

The Old Testament predicted the , ,
,and of Jesus for man’s salvation.

What did Christ become to us and for us?

What did Peter say wasthe blessing of Abraham which the Jewswereto befirst
to receive?

What is the meaning of “the times of refreshing” inv. 19?




LESSON NINE

PERSECUTION AND HARASSMENT

INTRODUCTION:
eter’ sconclusionto hissermonin chapter threespeaksof repentance. Christ’s
ia mission included the repentance of the Jews. But the Jews were not hisonly
target. Theword“first” impliesthat thegospel had awider objectivethanjust
the Jews, and events later in Acts will make this point again and again.

Peter’ s sermon before the temple crowd caught the attention of the temple leaders.
The excitement caused by the healing of the lame man and the explanation given by
Peter rai sed concernsamong thereligiousauthorities. Thustheaccount continueswith
adescription of theapostles’ hearing beforethe Sanhedrin, aswell astheir releaseand
reception by the church.

LESSON TEXT:  Acts4:1-37

LESSON AIM: To see the effect persecution had on the Apostles and the
churchinits early stages.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Learnthat preachingthegospel bringsoppositionfromunbelievers.
2. Discover that opposition to preaching brings boldness in the
apostles and growth in the company of believers.
3. Learn that powerful preaching and fervent praying are two
ingredients necessary in fulfilling the great commission of Christ.
4. Findthattheearly churchwasunifiedin purposeand liberal intheir

giving.

THE PREDICTED MESSIAH

A. TheProphecies of Moses

THE LORD GOD SHALL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME.

FROM AMONG YOUR BRETHREN — The“prophet” (Messiah) wasto beaJew.
To HIM YOU SHALL GIVE HEED IN EVERYTHING HE SAYSTO YOU.

AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERY SOUL THAT DOES NOT HEED THAT PROPHET
— A warning against disobedience.

SHALL BE UTTERLY DESTROY ED FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE — The threat of
severe punishment, therefore they should repent and seek for mercy.

el

o

B. All theProphets
1. Thiswasthetestimony of ALL THE PROPHETSfrom Samuel and al that
followed.
2. The Covenant made with the Jews through their father Abraham — the
sending of Jesus to turn them away from their wicked ways (vs. 25-26).
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C. TheTimeof the Restoration of All Things

1.
2.

“These days’ announced by all the prophets.

“These days’ are the days of the times of restoration of al things.

a. Itiscaled the ministry of restoration or reconciliation of all things
(2 Corinthians 5).

b. Itisduringthetimethat the gospel isbeing preached in thisgospel age.

c. Thisgospel age, this period of time from Pentecost until Jesus comes,
isthe restoration period of time.

The Jews were heirs of the things predicted by the Old Testament prophets

(vs. 25-26).

a.  In Abraham’s seed all the families of the earth would be blessed.

b. ThisistheMessianic promise of the coming of Jesusand through Him,
salvation.

c. Inwhatway?“...byturning everyoneof you fromyour wicked ways.”

OPPOSITION AND APPREHENSION
Thisisthefirst of many attempts to halt the apostles from preaching the gospel.

A. Opposition of the Enemies of the Cross (4:1-4)

1.
2.

The Apostles' activity — speaking to the people concerning Jesus.

Leaders of the opposition (v. 1):

a.  The Priests — probably those who were serving in the temple for the
week.

b. The Captain of the temple guard — probably a Jewish officer.

c. The Sadducees—they controlled thetemple area. They denied any idea
of afuture resurrection of the body for any men. The preaching of the
apostles about Jesus' resurrection was obnoxious to them. Their main
concern was their continued relationship with the Roman authorities.

The motive of the persecutors (v. 2).

Faithful preaching produces conversions (vs. 3-4).

a.  Many believed and the Christians increased to over 5,000.

b. Thechurchisgrowing day by day.

This chapter records thefirst persecution on the church. Two reasons God

allows persecution:

a.  Tostrengthen us.

b. Asanopportunity to promotethegrowth of Hischurch by the preaching
of the gospdl.

B. TheApostles Defense Beforethe Council (vs. 5-12)

1.

The Sanhedrin in session (vs. 5-6). Those present are:

a.  Therulers, eders, scribes, Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John and
Alexander and all who were of high-priestly descent.

b. Therinterrogation—* .. .by what power or in what name. . .”

Theresponse of Peter and John—their boldness (vs. 9-12). Peter makesfour

clamsfor Jesus:

a. Thelame man was hedled in His name (vs. 9-10).

b. Jesus Christ was raised from the dead (v. 10).

c. Heisthe cornerstone of the spiritual temple (v. 11; cf. Psalm 118:12;
Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:4-6).

d. Savationisinno other name (v. 12).
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NOTE: AsPeter had done before (2:23-24; 3:15) he now contrasts what the Jewish

leadersdidwith Jesusand what God did with Jesus. They had crucified Him,
but God raised Him from death. He then cited Psalm 118:22, identifying
Jesus as “the stone you builders rgjected.” God made Him the “capstone”
in the resurrection. Salvation, both of body and spirit, could be found only
in Him.

C. TheEffect Of Bold Preaching (vs. 13-22)

1.

A private consultation and warning (vs. 13-17).
a. What the Sanhedrin realized:

1) That the apostles were “unschooled” and untrained men asfar as
rabbinic training was concerned. They were not considered
professional interpreters of the Law.

2) That theapostleshad been with Jesus. Only weeks beforethey had
sent the one called Jesus to the cross.

3) They could not deny the miracle done.

b. The Sanhedrin’s perception of their own authority:

1) They could shut the mouths of those commanded to speak by God
(Mark 16:15).

2) That they could stay the eternal purposes of God.

Cc. The Sanhedrin’s decision: To warn them to speak to no man in this
name.

NOTE: Haditbeen possibleto producethebody of Jesus, they could haveeasily

disposed of thetestimony of theapostles. They could not doit. They had
to be satisfied with giving a warning to the apostles not to speak any
more in the name of Jesus.

The prohibition against preaching Christ (vs. 18-22) “. . . do not speak to

anyone in the name of Jesus.”

Peter and John’ sresponse: “ . . . we cannot stop speaking what we have seen

and heard.”

1) Truth cannot be chained by civil authorities.

2) Once again they emphasized that they were eye witnesses to all these
things.

Inview of the Jerusalem crowd which had witnessed themiracl e, persecuting

Peter and John could have been disastrous.

THE RELEASE OF PETER AND JOHN (vs. 23-31)

A. Their Reunion With the Twelve (v. 23) — restored fellowship.

1.
2.

Thereport of al that the chief priests and elders had said to them.
They were not given to fear and depression.

B. A Prayer of Conviction (vs. 24-30). Their convictions reflected their faith in
God' s power as creator and sustainer.

1.

2.
3.

They addressGod as*“ SovereignLord” (Gr. DESPOTES). Without God, life
isfutile and rebellious.

The address is significant here in view of the threats from the Sanhedrin.
Powers and authorities of this earth are nothing compared to the God who
IS sovereign.

Christ was set upon the holy hill of Zion.
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5.

6.

a  “TheAnointed One,” the “Holy Servant” — areference to Jesus.

b. The“rulers’ and “kings of the earth,” — Herod and Pontius Pilate.

c. The“peoples’ andthe”nations’ raging against Him —the Jewsand the
Gentiles.

God was not caught by surprise. The “Sovereign Lord” knew that these

leaders would oppose the gospel.

AsHezekiah had taken the blasphemousl etter from the Assyrian king to the

temple and prayed to God, the believers prayed that God would once again

overrule authorities who resisted God' s will.

C. They Prayed for Three Things

1.
2.

3.

That God would look upon their threats — “ take note of their threats.”
That God would givethem courage and boldness—* may speak thy word with
all confidence.”

That God would continue to confirm HisWord —“ . . . signs and wonders
take place through the name of Thy holy Servant Jesus.”

NOTE: Ther confidence was firm in the God who had absolute control over

these actions by the Sanhedrin. Asamatter of fact, God was not caught
by surprise. The* Sovereign Lord” knew that theseleaderswoul d oppose
thegospel. Therulershad acted only intermsof what God’ s* power and
will had decided beforehand” would happen.

For this reason they requested “boldness’ for their preaching. Do you
see the concept of this prayer? They are saying Lord we want to praise
Youfor al that you’ vedonethrough the death and the sacrifice of Y our
Son on the cross. Here were the rulers of the earth setting themselves
against Youinevery way and yet Y our will, your eternal purpose, was
carried out. We want You to continue to accomplish Your purpose
through us as we teach and preach the good news of our Lord.

D. TheAnswer to Their Prayer (v. 31)

1.

oA

The place was shaken. “ After they had prayed, the place where they were
meeting was shaken.”

They were adl filled (influenced, empowered) with the Holy Spirit.

They were given great courage (boldness). Along with thesesignsof God's
presence came a renewed enthusiasm for the proclamation of the gospel.

This“boldness’ is an outstanding characteristic of the early church.

Peter on the Day of Pentecost (2:23, 29).

Peter and John before the Sanhedrin (4:9-10, 13).

Barnabasand Paul intheir missionary work at Antioch and Iconium (13:46;
14:3).

Philip (8:30-35).

Apollos (18:26).

“Now, Lord, consider their threatsand enableyour servants
to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch our your hand
to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through
the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON NINE:

1. What two thingsresulted from Peter and John’ s preaching of the gospel in Acts
4.1-4?
1)
2)

2. What four claims did Peter make for Jesus before the Sanhedrin?
1)
2)
3)
4)

3. Therewere at least three things the Sanhedrin realized concerning the apostles
and the event which occurred. List these below.

1)
2)
3)

4. If what the apostles were preaching about Jesus being raised was untrue, what
could the Sanhedrin have done to show them as liars?

5. For what three things did the apostles pray after Peter and John were rel eased?
1)
2)
3)

6. List the three things which happened as aresult of their prayer together.
1)
2)
3)

Thought Question:
What, if anything, do you think was significant in the fact that the apostles address
God as “Sovereign Lord” on this occasion?



LESSON TEN

DISCIPLINE & PERSECUTION
BRINGS GROWTH

INTRODUCTION:
swedevelop lesson ten wewill seethat Luke suppliesasummary to describe
g the progress of the church (see 2:42-47). Here, however, the summary points
ahead rather than behind. Luke givesthese words to prepare for the accounts
whichfollow —thegenerosity of Barnabasand the hypocrisy of Ananiasand Sapphira.
It very well may be that these two, seeing the place accorded to Barnabasin the work
of the kingdom (having sold his possession and giving it to the apostles), tried to
purchase a similar position for themselves (more about this later).

In contrast to Barnabas example of sincere generosity, Luke adds an example of the
opposite. Ananias and Sapphira represent the spirit of selfishness and persond
ambition. But Luke does not describe this unusual event merely for the purpose of
urging a higher standard of morals. Both cases advance Luke' s primary concern of
demonstrating how thewitness of the apostlesthrough the Spirit continued. They aso
show the unity of the church in placing a high priority on ministering to the needy
among them.

Thelink between 5:1 and 4:37 is strong. “Now” in the NIV isthe Greek particle de
and continues the chain of comments from 4:35-36 where de is also used.

LESSON TEXT:  Acts5:1-42

LESSON AIM: To see the building attack by Satan on the church through
internal troublesand God' scontinuing providential protection
of His people.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. See God's swift corrective discipline and the effect it had on the
early church.
2. Learnthat God takes care of those who are proclaiming the gospel
of Jesus Christ.
3. Know that God saved His preachersthen through the efforts of an
unbeliever like Gamaliel then and will do so today as well.

REVIEW:
A. They Prayed For Three Things
1. That God would look upon their threats—*. . . take note of their threats.”
2. That God would givethem courage and boldness—*. . . may speak thy word
with all confidence.”
a. Boldnessisderived through prayer.
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b. Paul, the apostles and others prayed for boldness and asked othersto
pray for their boldness.

c. They manifested thiskind of boldness beforethe Sanhedrin and would
need boldness from then on.

That God would continue to confirm HisWord —“ . . . signs and wonders

take place through the name of Thy holy Servant Jesus.”

B. TheAnswer To Ther Prayer (v. 31)

1.

2.
3.

The place was shaken. “After they had prayed, the place where they were
meeting was shaken.”

They were all filled (influenced, empowered) with the Holy Spirit.

They were given great courage (boldness). Alongwith thesesignsof God's
presence came arenewed enthusiasm for the proclamation of the gospel.

THE UNITY AND GENEROSITY OF THE EARLY CHURCH (4:32-5:16)

A. TheUnity and Liberality of the Early Church (vs. 32-35)

1.

Their unity —oneheart and onesoul. A congregation of over 5,000 Christians

working in union.

a.  Jesus prayer of John 17:20ff was practiced.

b. They were one in mind or heart, which was the center of intellectual
activity and soul, which was the seat of the will.

c. They werejust like one person in their mind and heart (1:27; 2:2). A
visible unity to outsiders.

Their unity exemplified —in the stewardship of material things.

a.  They disclaimed that anything they had belonged to them.

b. They loved so much they were willing to give all they had if it would
help the other believers.

B. Ther Unity Exemplified in the Stewardship of Spiritual Things

1.

2.
3.

The apostles*went on giving” witnessto the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Love and benevolence personified in Barnabas, a great servant of God.
Thenatureof their givingwasvoluntary, local, and temporary (1 Corinthians
16:1-2).

TROUBLE FROM WITHIN —THE FIRST CHURCH DISCIPLINE
The Church was able to distribute to the needy (4:35) because brethren such as
Barnabas gave. In chapter five we have the first sin recorded in the Lord’ s church.

A.

The Sin and Punishment of Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11)

1.
2.

The covetous partnership — Ananias and Sapphira (vs. 1-2).

Their choiceof sellingtheir property and thedisposal of themoney (vs. 3-4).

a.  Their seeming liberality — sold property and pretended to give the sale
price to the Lord.

b. No doubt Barnabas had received the praise and acclaim of the people
for hisgenerosity, and A nanias and Sapphirawanted some of the same
praise at a cheaper price.

Peter revedls their plot and announces judgment on Ananias and, later

Sapphira (vs. 3-6).

a.  Satan had filled Ananias' heart — Ananias had opened himself up to



NOTE:

Satan’s influence. We are responsible for allowing Satan to fill our

hearts. Rather than operating by thefilling of the Holy Spirit, Ananias

had allowed Satan to fill his heart. Such an act was equal to rebellion

against the Spirit and his work.

1) They had no command to sell their land.

2) All apostolic examples are not bound upon Christians.

The serious sin was testing the Spirit’s power in the apostles and their

apostolic authority (v. 9). Theliewasto God not simply to man. Three

thingsinvolved in any sin:

1) A knowledge of what God has commanded, for sin is a
transgression of God’ slaw, whether by omission or commission.

2) Satan and histemptation (v. 3).

3) Thewill of the person who submitsto the temptation (v. 4).

Sapphira given the opportunity to repent but chooses not to. She holds

tothe story. Thelack of sympathy in thistragedy impliesthat the event

was understood as God’ s judgment upon sin.

1) Peter's question to Sapphira followed the same line as with
Ananias. Husband and wife had agreed together to commit thissin.

2) Her response reflected her commitment to the scheme.

3) She had decided to “test the Spirit of the Lord,” a phrase which
means seeing how far He would go in His tolerance.

Peter’s role as prophet had been carried out with sudden drama. He
delivered judgment which was not his own, but that of God. He could
do nothing less.

4. The godly effect of church discipline—"* . . . great fear seized the whole
church and all who heard about these events’ (v. 11).

NOTE:

Herein 5:11 isthe first appearance of the term “church” (ekklesia) in
Acts. Acts will use the term frequently, sometimes of city assemblies
whether legal or illegal (19:32, 39), sometimes of alocal congregation
of believers (8:1; 11:22; 13:1), and sometimes of the universal church
(20:28). In the Septuagint (Greek trandation of the Old Testament)
ekklesiawas often used to denotethe Ol d Testament people of God (see
Deuteronomy 9:10).

The Effect of Holy Correction and Preaching (5:12-16)

Holy correction, when done properly, always helps. Great and public sins often

kill congregations because the brethren try to pass it over and the influence of

the church is cheapened.

1. Confirming signsand wonders by the hands of the apostles (v. 12). If it was
the 120 who were involved in the baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost, why doweread constantly and consistently intheWord, that signs
and wonders were done by the apostles only?

wnN

a
b.

The fear and awe of the rest of the people (v. 13).
Multitudes of people added to the Lord (v. 14).

The design of the miracles was to confirm the message.
The effect of the message was that the number of believersincreased.

4. Thegreat healing ministry of the apostles, especially Peter.

a

Sick laid in the streets on pallets.
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b. Peoplefrom all the cities around Jerusalem come and bring their sick.
“...andthey were all being healed.”

SELF EXAM FOR LESSON TEN:

1. What would indicate that Ananias and Sapphira did not have to give al ther
money to the Lord?

2.  What wasthe sin of this hushand and wife?

3. Fromthisstory what would you say was God’ sattitudetoward any sinthat would
hinder the growth of the church?

4. What isthe general status of the church at thistime?

5. Contrast the healing by the apostles with that of modern “faith” healers.




LESSON ELEVEN

TROUBLE FROM
WITHOUT AND WITHIN

INTRODUCTION:
nce again the anger of the high priest and the Sadducees burned against the
apostles. Asthebelieverswerefilled with the Spirit, the Jewish leaderswere
also“filled,” but intheir caseit waswith jealousy. Caiaphas, the high priest,
and Annas, hisfather-in-law, were determined to stop this threat to their authority.

Until now therecord of Actshas shown asense of unity inthe church which can only
be called remarkable. The believers“were together and had everything in common”
(2:42). They were“onein heart and mind” and “ shared everything they had” (4:32).
Their numbershad grown from about 120 (1:15) to over 3,000 (2:41) and thento more
than 5,000 (4:4).

Now for the first time interna division made its appearance. At a time when “the
number of discipleswasincreasing” the problem surfaced. Hereisthefirst timethe
term “disciple” isused of believersin Acts. So rapidly werethe converts coming that
the church’s desire to minister to needy members was becoming more and more
difficult. It was inevitable that someone would inadvertently be left out.

LESSON TEXT:  Acts5:17-42; 6:1-14

LESSON AIM: To see that the advancement of the kingdom always brings
opposition from the forces of darkness.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Learnof God s sovereignty over ungodly opposition and the fact
that He protects those who are serving Him.
2. Investigate the cause and cure of disunity among believers.
3. Discover the need of and qualifications of deacons. The apostles
Were OVerseers.

GOD’SPROVIDENTIAL PROTECTION (5:17-42)

A. God’'s Sovereignty Over Ungodly Opposition (5:17-25)
1. Peter and al the apostles are imprisoned (vs. 17-25).
a.  The antagonists — high priest and Sadducees. The Sadducees.
1) Did not respect the power of God.
2) Did not believein the immortality of the soul.
3) Did not believe in the resurrection.
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4) Did not believein the existence of spirits and angels.

Their motive — jealousy. Three possibilities:

1) An attempt to jealously guard their own beliefs from attack.

2) Angry because the apostles had so little regard for their authority.
3) Envious of the popularity of the apostles and the church.

Their actions—imprisoned the apostles (v. 18). Prisonerswere kept in
jail overnight becausethey could not betried on the sameday they were
arrested, according to the Law of Moses.

Theapostlesdelivered by anangel of theLord (vs. 19-21). Commanded
to keep preaching “the whole message of this life.” The temple
authorities could not even protect their own precinctsfrom the message
of Christ.

The perplexed court (vs. 22-28).

1) The vanishing apostles (vs. 22-23).

2) Thetroubled council (v. 24).

3) The astonishing report (v. 25).

2. Peter’s address to the Sanhedrin (vs. 26-28).

a

Thecaution of thearresting soldiersand theaccusati on of the Sanhedrin

(vs. 26-28). Two charges against the apostles:

1) Disobedience to the injunction by the Sanhedrin.

2) Accusingthe Sanhedrin. An attempt to show the Sanhedrinto be
guilty of the murder of an innocent man.

The apostles’ reply (vs. 29-32).

1) Answer to thefirst charge of disobedience: they pled guilty. The
reason: “ We must obey God rather than man.”

2) Answer to the second charge: Jesus WAS innocent and you are
guilty.

3) Twowitnessesof thesetruthspresented: TheapostlesandtheHoly
Spirit.

CONTRAST: They shamed Jesus by hanging Him on aRoman cross

— God exalted Jesus to be three things: Prince, Ruler, and Savior.

B. TheWise Advice of Gamaliel (5:33-40)

1. TheSanhedrin’smaliciousintent (v. 33). They intendedtokill theapostles.

2. Thewise admonition of one of their own, Gamaliel (vs. 33-39). Leave
them alone—if they are not of God they will be overthrown, if it is of God
you will not be ableto overthrow them and you will be found to be fighting
against God.

3. Thejudgment of the council —flogged the apostles and ordered them not
to speak in the name of Jesus anymore. Then they released them. Note:
Therewas no resentment by the apostles!

4. Theattitude and actions of the apostles.

a

b.

Rejoiced that they had been counted worthy to suffer shame for His
name.

They kept right on preaching in the temple and from house to house
every day.
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PROBLEMSFROM WITHIN AND PROGRESSWITHOUT

A. TheFirst Problem of Disunity (Acts 6:1-7). Now for the first time internal
division made its appearance. At a time when “the number of disciples was
increasing” the problem surfaced.

1.

The complaint (v. 1). During the period of tremendous growth the apostles
had overlooked some in the daily ministration. The Grecian Jews accused
the Hebrews of favoritism.

a. Thosebeing overlooked werethe Grecian widows. Jewswere familiar
with the Old Testament commands regarding caring for widows. (See
Exodus 22:22; Deuteronomy 10:18; 14:29; Psalm 146:9). The Jewish
practice of benevolence was continued by the church in Jerusalem.

b. Thecomplaint was against the native Hebrews.

The nature of the problem (vs. 1-2).

a. Theneedy Grecianwidowsneglected. Troublebegan when someof the
Grecian widows were neglected in the daily ministration. As aresult
complaints came against the Hebraic Jews and old suspicions were
reopened.

b. Danger of neglecting the preaching of the gospel by the apostles. The
implication is that al gifts and ministries within the church are
subservient to “the supremacy of the ministry of the Word.”

B. The Solution to the Disunity (vs. 3-6). “Choose seven men from among you”
so that this ministry may be continued under improved supervision.

1.

arwn

6.

Seven qualified men selected to serve. Their qualifications:

a.  Men of good reputation. “Seven men KNOWN to be. . .”

b Men full of the Spirit. A lifestylein which the Holy Spirit’ s presence
was obvious to fellow believers.

c. Men full of wisdom. Men who had skills in ministry and, perhaps,
problem-solving.

d. Men full of faith — boldness and holiness.

Responsibility given to these men to deal with the problem.

Selected by the congregation of disciples and appointed by the apostles.

The apostles attended to prayer and preaching.

The problem solved, unity restored, and continued rapid growth, including

the obedience of many of the priests (vs. 5-7).

Process followed — praying and the laying on of the hands of the apostles.

SUMMARY:

Lukeaddsat thispoint asummary of thechurch’ sprogress. TheWord of God “ spread’

inthe sensethat its proclamation reached farther and farther. Luke usestheimperfect
tense (“was growing”) to indicate a continuous growth during this period. The same
istrue with the next two verbs —“increased” and “became obedient.” The numbers
“wereincreasing” continuously and at the same time many priests“were becoming”

obedient tothefaith. Believerswerewitnessing growth in the church almost moment
by moment. (The College Press Commentary, ACTS, by Dennis Gaertner, p. 121)
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON ELEVEN:

1. InActs5:17-25 the apostles were put in prison. Who was responsible and what
were the three possible motives for their actions?

1)
2)
3)

2. How didtheapostlesget out of prison and what did they immediately do ontheir
release?

3. What two charges did the Sanhedrin bring against the apostles and what wasthe
apostles reply?
The two charges:

The response to these two charges:

4. What was the apostles’ attitude and actions when they were released from the
Sanhedrin?

5. What wasthe problem faced by the church in Acts 6:1-7 and how wasit solved?

6. What werethe qualifications given for the seven men selected by the disciples?
1)
2)
3)
4)
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7. What three possible motives did the Jewish council have for arresting the
apostles?

1)
2)
3)

8. What two charges did the Sanhedrin bring against the apostles?
1)
2)

9. What wasthe apostles’ answer to these two charges?
1)
2)

10. God exalted Jesusto be what three things?
1) 2) 3)




LESSON TWELVE

STEPHEN'S DEFENSE AND
MARTYRDOM

INTRODUCTION:

he death of the first Christian martyr and the causeswhich led to it, serve as

an introduction to Paul’s connection with early Christianity, for it isin the

events surrounding Stephen’ sdeath that wefirst meet Paul. Beforethistime,
the opposition by the Jews, whether Pharisee or Sadducee, had been limited mainly
to threatsand i mprisonment and beating. But now thefrustration and anger will burst
forth to be satisfied only by shedding the blood of the Christians. Thiswill be but the
first of awhole seriesof persecutionsagainst Christiansthat theworld haswitnessed,
persecutions which have called for believersto be faithful even when it meanstheir
physical death.

Caiaphas, whowashigh priest until A.D. 36, washandling still another case associated
with the followers of Christ. He had been determined to rid Jerusalem of Jesus
(Matthew 26:57-66) and had strictly warned Peter and John not to preach inthe name
of Jesus (Acts4:18). He had supervised the hearing in which all of the apostleswere
punished for preachinginthisname (5:40). Now hedirected hisquestionsto Stephen.

Stephen’s address is a defense of himself only indirectly. The two points he
emphasized were that God' s presence could not be confined to a place, whether to
aparticular land or material building. Secondly, Stephen established the record of
Jewish hostility to the leaders appointed by God over the nation. To the extent that
his preaching had stirred up controversy on these issues, Stephen’s address was a
defense of his message.

LESSON TEXT:  Acts6:8-84

LESSON AIM: To learn of the increased persecution of the church and
transition from a Jewish emphasis to a Gentile emphasis.

LESSON OBJECTIVES: Youwill ...
1. SeeStephen, oneof theseven servants, arrested and fal sely accused.
2. Learnof Stephen’ sreasoning and defensebeforethe Sanhedrinand
its result.
3. Learnthat hate, envy and jealously has no room for truth.

REVIEW:
A. TheResponsibility of the Church: Select Seven Men
1. Men of good character, good reputation.
2. Menwho are full of the Spirit —filled with the Spirit’s message.
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3.
4.

Men of wisdom — skill and good judgment.
Men who were bold in their faith.

B. Ther Assignment: Daily Ministration to the Needy

C. TheApostles Assignment: the Ministry of the Word and Prayer

1.
2.

Praying and preaching go hand in hand.
Praying is where they derived wisdom (James 1:5).

D. The Seven Men Selected

1.

2.

Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a
proselyte from Antioch.

Seven men who werefilled with the Spirit before they were empowered by
the Spirit.

E. A Great Number of Priests Were Becoming Obedient to the Faith

1.
2.

Faith to be aliving faith has to be an obedient faith.
In all the Bible no one was blessed by faith until that faith expressed itself
in some bodily action.

STEPHEN ARRESTED AND FALSELY ACCUSED (6:8-15)

A. Stephen’sMinistry and His Arrest (6:8-14)

1.

Stephen’ s ministry — great wonders and signs among the people (v. 8).

a. Exercising spiritua gifts which had been received at the time of the
laying on of the apostles’ hands.

b. First time anyone other than the apostles performed miracles.

Theaccusation (vs. 9-14). Accused of speaking against Mosesand God (v.

11).

The opposition —Libertines, Cyrenians, Alexandrians, Cilicia, and those of

Asia. Possibly this was Saul’ s synagogue.

The methods (vs. 9-12).

a.  The dispute (vs. 9-10). — “began to argue” but “. . . could not stand
before his wisdom.”

b. The craft used (v. 11). — “secretly persuaded” — bribed men to liein
court and to stir up the people. Thisisthefirst timethat the people have
been said to be against the apostles or the church.

c. Theviolence (v. 12). —“seized him . . . and brought him before the
Sanhedrin.”

B. Accusations Against Stephen

1

NOTE:

The charge (vs. 13-14).

a. Blasphemy of the temple and the Law (v. 13).

b. That he taught Jesus as destroyer of the temple and the Law (v. 14).
His appearance as of an angel (v. 15).

a. Light —Matthew 28:3; Revelation 10:1.

b. Strength — Psalms 103:20.

Hisspirit waslikethat of Jesus on the cross—aforbearing, forgiving nature
and spirit.

Thelengthy recording of thisspeech should manifestitsimportance. Stephen
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recapsthe history of the Jews and showsthat as God once and again visited
Israel with judgment, so now He will bring afull end to the Jewish com-
monwealthfor rgjecting their savior and Messiah. Israel had rejected Joseph
(v.9); Moses (vs. 25, 27, 35); the prophets (v. 52); the Law (v. 53); and the
Messiah (vs. 52).

STEPHEN’'S DEFENSE BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN (7:1-53)

A. Stephen’s Line of Defense — The History of Israel (7:1-53). HISTORY
REPEATSITSELF!

1.

Stephen’s statement: Christianity is the historical fulfillment of God's

purpose.

a.  God sdedingsawaysshow constant progress—illustrated by Abraham,
Moses, David.

b. God never limited Himself to Palestine and the temple, but was
manifested in other countries aswell —illustrated from M esopotamia,
Egypt, Midian, and the tabernacle in the wilderness.

c. God's people had always been perverse in resisting Him and His
messengers — illustrated by Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and David.

d. God speople, Israd, not Stephen, were opposed to divine revelation —
illustrated by the sins of their fathers.

Application—". .. and now you have betrayed and murdered Him” (v. 52).

a. They were “stiff-necked” and had “uncircumcised hearts and ears.”

b. They wereawaysresisting the Holy Spirit, that is, they were standing
in the way of the Spirit’s work.

c. Likether fathersthey were persecuting and killing the prophets.

d. They werequilty of crucifying the Messiah, following in the footsteps
of their fathers who “killed those who predicted the coming of the
Righteous One.”

e. Those who had accused Stephen of blaspheming the Law are now
accused by Stephen of themselves blaspheming the Law.

f. Instead of Stephenbeingontrial, hehasnow put the Sanhedrinontrial.

NOTE: Thisnationsofavored by Godthat they receivedthelaw “ putinto effect

through angels’ wasguilty of rejecting the chosen servant of God. They
chose the ministration of angels over the ministry of the Son of God!

B. The Opposition — Stephen Stoned to Death (vs. 54-60)

1.

2.

Madness of the Jews (v. 54) — anger and action. They were “cut to the

heart” with anger.

Manliness of Stephen (vs. 55-56) — peace and power.

a. Stephen saw the Lord Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
“ Whilethey wer e stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘ Lord Jesus, receivemy
spirit.” Then hefell on hiskneesand cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this
sin against them.””

b. Stephen’svision of Jesus contradicted their position.

c. Ifthevisionwastrue, Godwasgivingasignof hisapproval of Stephen.

Murder by the Jews (vs. 57-59a) — consent and cruelty.

a It seemed as if the Sanhedrin’s members resorted to more of a mob
action than the organized procedure called for by Jewish law.

b. Consent by a young man named Saul. “Giving approva” (Gk.



suneudokon) —an ongoi ng determination to oppose any exampleof this
new teaching.

4. Martyrdom (vs. 59b-60) — fearlessness and forgiveness.

5. Persecution and scattering (8:1-4).

NOTE: Hereisthefirst oneof many who gave hisphysical lifefor the testimony of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Stephen’s ministry was brief, but very powerful and
meaningful.

LESSONSTO CONSIDER:
Stephen’s life and death should be the inspiration of the church’s corporate
witness.

Fearless testimony for God in the face of dangerous foes.

Splendid character toward God and man.

Readinessto die for sake of truth.

Christ-likeness of spirit even when persecuted.

Thorough knowledge of Bible truth and power to impart it.

Forgiving attitude toward enemies.

ourwWwNhE

SELF EXAM FOR LESSON TWELVE:

1. Who brought accusations against Stephen and what were those accusations?

2. How did Stephen use the History of Isragl to show the fulfillment of God's
purpose?

3. List four charges brought against the Jewish leaders by Stephen.
1)
2)
3)
4)

4. What was the vision seen by Stephen as he was being stoned?

5. Listsix lessonsto belearned by the church concerning Stephen’ slife and death.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)




LESSON THIRTEEN

THE CHURCH SPREADS
TO SAMARIA

INTRODUCTION:
new division in Luke’'s material begins at this point. The previous seven
g chapters of Acts described the success of the gospel in Jerusalem, largely
focusing on the ministry of Peter and the other apostles. With the beginning
of chapter eight comesanew focus. Now L uke describes the successes of the gospel
inareasaround Jerusalem, especially in Judeaand Samaria, in conformity to histheme
statement in 1:8. Now the peopl ecarrying thegospel arenot just the apostles, but other
believers, including Philip, Barnabas, and Paul.

Theeffectsof Stephen’ strial and martyrdomwerefeltinthechurchimmediately. Luke
ties together the scattering of the church very closely with the Sanhedrin’s action
against Stephen. He mentions the persecution and scattering of the church and in the
next sentence reports the burial of Stephen. Everyone was dispersed “except the
apostles.”

LESSON TEXT:  Acts8:1-24

LESSON AIM: To understand that persecution of the believersin Jerusalem
at thedeath of Stephen caused the gospel to spreadto Samaria.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Seethat the consequences of the persecution of God's peopleis
victory not defeat as the gospel spreads to Samaria.
2. Learnthat when the gospel of thekingdom is preached and obeyed
in any nation the result is the New Testament church.
3. Discover that theprovidenceof Godisinvolvedintaking thegospel
to al who would seek it.

THE JERUSALEM CHURCH SCATTERED

A. Saul Leadsthe Jewsin Persecution (8:1-4)
1. Thechurch isscattered (v. 1).
a. A great persecution against the church in Jerusalem.
b. Saul “ravaged” the church. Saul raged against the church like awild
beast.
c. Imprisoned both men and women.
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d. Didahouseto house search.
2. Stephenisburied (v. 2).
a. Thefirst believer to receive the martyr’s crown.
b. By devout Jews most likely. If it had been Christians Luke would
probably have said “brethren” or “believers.”

B. Persecution Resultsin Scattered Seed
1. Saul takesthe lead in the persecution (v. 3; 26:9-10; Galatians 1:13-14).
2. Apostlesremain in Jerusalem while the church is scattered.
a.  Persecution accomplished the further spread of the gospdl.
b. Bdieverswent everywhereinJudeaand Samariacarryingthegood news
of Jesus.

THE LORD BUILDSHIS CHURCH IN SAMARIA (8:5-13)

Thelifeand serviceof Philip constituteasort of pivot in the story of the early church.
The persecution following the death of Stephen had led to the scattering of the
Jerusalem Christiansand thusled to thefirst evangelistic tour, with Philip asthefirst
evangelist.

A. TheEvangdist andtheCrowd (8:5-8). Philip, theevangelist, theman God uses
in Samaria.

1. Who were these Samaritans?

a.  They were descendants of the northern tribes of Isradl.

b. Theyhadremainedintheland after the Assyrian captivity had removed
much of the nation.

c. Partly because of their intermarrying with the Canaanites, they were
looked upon with suspicion.

d. Jewsfrequently avoided any contact with Samaritans.

2. The Samaritans and Jews were similar in their belief and practice.

a.  They both accepted the first five books of the Old Testament.

b. They both practiced circumcision.

c. They both had atemple of worship (different temples).

d. They both were looking for the Messiah.

3. Philip preached concerning the Kingdom and God confirmed his message
(8:5-8; Mark 16:20; Hebrews 2:3-4). Philip had been empowered by the
Spirit through the laying on of the Apostles' hands (6:5-6).

4. The Samaritans hear and obey Christ (8:12-13).

a  They saw the signs he was doing.
b. Miraculousgiftsgivento Philip by thelayingon of theapostles’ hands.

5. Satan was alowed to have unusual powers of demons.

NOTE: Theimportance of thisevangelistic thrust should not be missed. Jesus had
promised that the apostles would be witnesses first in Jerusalem, and then
in“al Judeaand Samaria.” At this point Luke shows how the gospel began
to leave Jerusalem and expand its influence into ever-widening territories.

The gospel shows no favoritism. Salvation isintended for all nations. The
cross of Christ islong enough to bridge any chasm between people.
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B. TheEvangelist and the False Teacher (8:9-13)

1.

o &

Simon’s influence was great, (vs. 9-11). Sorcery, as amagical practice, is
of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-20).
a.  Heclamed to be someone great.
b. Hisreputation: as having great power from God.
Simon’ s influence weakened (v. 12).
a. Thegreater power —“. . . but when they believed Philip . . . concerning
... the name of Jesus Christ.” What was preached:
1) The“name’ of Christ.
2) The“kingdom” of the Christ.
b. Theimmediate result:
1) They “believed.”
2) They were “baptized.”
Simon’s influence transformed (v. 13). “Smon himself believed also and
was baptized.”
Simon saved through obedience to the Gospel message (8:9-11).
The Bible makes no distinction between Simon'’ s faith and the faith of the
rest of the Samaritans.

C. The Second Law of Pardon (vs. 18-24)

1.

Simon offered Peter money to purchasewhat he may have considered atrade

secret.

a. Peter's response: “ May your money perish with you, because you
thought you could buy the gift of God with money!”

1) You have no part or share in this ministry. Greed had been the
downfall of such New Testament people as Judas (1:18), and
Ananias and Sapphira (5:1-11).

2) He commanded him to repent. Simon was “full of bitterness,” a
phrase trandated “bitter poison” in Deuteronomy 29:18, and “a
captiveto sin.”

b. Thephrase“perhaps’ Godwill forgiveindicatesthat God’ sforgiveness
cannot be taken for granted.
c. Itimpliesthat even this serious sin can be pardoned.

D. TheHoly Spirit Gives Spiritual Gifts Through the Apostles (8:14-25)

1.

2.

3.
4.

The Samaritans had received the gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:38; 5:32; 8:16);
but notice that the Spirit had not as yet “fallen upon” them. This aways
meansthe* empowering”, not the*“indwelling.” Even Simon could seewith
hisphysical eyesthat power from the Spirit wasreceived through thelaying
on of the Apostles’ hands (8:1-19).

If Philip had this power, then why did Peter and John come to the
Samaritans?

The restoration of an erring Christian (8:20-23).

Simon’ s response, and the Apostles continue preaching (8:24-25).
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON THIRTEEN:

1. Who led the persecution against the church in Jerusalem in Acts 8 and what
resulted from this persecution?

2. Who took the gospel into Samaria?

3. Describe the Samaritans. Why were they despised by the Jews?

4. The Jews and the Samaritans were similar in what four areas?
1)
2)
3)
4)

5. When and how did Philip receive the power to perform signs and wonders?

6. Who was Simon in Acts 8 and what was his response to Philip’s preaching?




LESSON FOURTEEN

CONVERSIONS: SIMON AND
THE NOBLEMAN FROM ETHIOPIA

INTRODUCTION:
fter concluding his preaching to the Samaritans, Philip now heard from “an
angel of the Lord.” Another occasion for preaching was about to take place,
thistimewith aforeigner from far to the south. Philip was commanded by the
Spiritto go southto theroad which ranfrom Jerusalemto Gaza, aroad that L uke notes
was"adesertroad,” meaningit wasnot heavily traveled. Beforewe study thissection,
let’ sreview some things we have already seen concerning the conversion of Simon.
We will rehearse the events surrounding the following three things:
1. TheHoly Spiritimpartsgiftsto the Samaritan Christiansthrough thelaying
on of the apostles’ hands.
2. Simon tries to purchase this gift with money.
3. Peter’srebuke and Simon’ s response.

LESSON TEXT:  Acts8:14-40

LESSON AIM: To learn of the effect of the gospel as it spreads from the
Jewish environment to people like Simon and the Ethiopian
eunuch, acourt official of Candace the Queen.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Review the way the Holy Spirit empowered people in the first
century.
2. Review the action of Simon in response to hearing the gospel and
in relationship to the Holy Spirit empowering.
3. Study the conversion of the Nobleman from Ethiopia.

REVIEW:

A. The Spread of the Church in Samaria
1. Churches can cooperate together for the furtherance of the gospel.
2. Peter and John sent to Samaria by the church in Jerusalem.

B. ThePurpose of the Apostles Going to Samaria
1. Toimpart the power of the Holy Spirit upon the new Christiansin Samaria.
a.  Holy Spirit does not “fall” upon the believer at baptism.
b. Holy Spirit given at baptism to “indwell” the believer.
2. Holy Spirit (power) isimparted by the laying on of the apostles’ hands.
a. It was not the decision of the apostlesto give gifts.
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b. Itwasthewill of the Spirit whether or not aperson would receive agift
and what that gift was.
c. Theapostlesweretheservantsthroughwhomthe Spirit bestowed gifts.

C. Simon’sResponseto What Was Occurring (vs. 18-24)

1.
2.
3.

He offered money to purchase this power.

He was able to see with his eyes the power being given.

Peter’ s rebuke concerning Simon'’ s request.

a.  Your money perish with you.

b. You have no part nor lot in this matter.

C. Repent of thiswickedness.

d. PraytheLord for forgiveness.

Thisinfers Simon reverted back to hisold way of life— that he had an evil
intent in his heart.

D. Simon’sResponseto Peter’s Rebuke
Pray to the Lord for me yourself so that none of these things come upon me.

E. TheApostlesand Evangelism (v. 25)

1.
2.

Personal testimony — “when they had testified.”
Speaking and preaching — The Word and the gospel.

NOTE: Luke saccount of the apostles’ work in Samariacomes to an end with this

summary statement. Thelir service as “witnesses’ (1:8) is again alluded to
here. They “testified” and “proclaimed’ the gospel. On their way back to
Jerusalem, Peter and John even continued the ministry to the Samaritans by
preachingintheir villages. No longer would there be any barriersto having
these peopl e reached with the gospel

Thismention of Johnisthefinal oneby namein Acts. Thefocusshiftsfrom
thetwel veand Jerusalemto the ministriesof other key servantsinthe spread
of the gospel, including Philip, Barnabas Paul, and others.

THE CONVERSION OF THE ETHIOPIAN NOBLEMAN (vs. 26-40)
SinceGodisinterestedintheindividual, we see God’ smiracul ousprovidenceat work.

A. ThePreacher —Philip (v. 26)

1.

2.

The Holy Spirit did not convert people directly, but always worked by
speaking the Gospel though human instrumentalities (2 Corinthians 4:7).
The Spirit convicts, converts and leads today only through His Word.

B. TheEarnest Inquirer (vs. 27-28)

1.

2.
3.

Hisnationality —an Ethiopian, acountry south of Egypt bounded on theeast
by the Red Sea.

His position was one of great authority, the Secretary of Treasury.
Hisreligion was Jewish. A devout worshiper — either a Jew or a proselyte.
(A Bible reader!)
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NOTE: TheEthiopianisalso described asa*“eunuch.” The condition of the eunuch

would have served as a barrier of sorts in his worship at the temple.
Deuteronomy 23:1 placed restri ctionson anyone“who hasbeen emascul ated
by crushing or cutting.”

C. A LowlyLearner (vs. 29-34)

agrwpNdE

7.

Opportunity (vs. 29-30). A meeting planned by God.

A willing student (v. 31).

Question: (vs. 32-34). “Of whomiis the prophet speaking?”

The desire (v. 36). His response to the gospel — request for baptism.

The confession (v. 37). The eunuch was convinced that Jesus of Nazareth
was the Messiah — the Son of God. (Verse 37 is not in some of the
manuscripts.)

The determination (v. 38).

Thejoy (v. 39).

D. TheSermon (vs. 32-38). Notice how the Old Testament predicted the coming,
suffering, death and resurrection of the Messiah (Isaiah 53). The Old Testament
prophesied redemption from sin through the atoning death of Jesus.

1.

N

The Nobleman believes and is baptized. One cannot preach Jesus without
telling sinners how to respond to the Cross by being baptized into Christ’s
death (Romans 6:2-3).

Baptism is the moment that one is saved by grace.

Hebaptized him. Herewe havethe proof of immersion. All Greek authorities
say theword Baptizo meansto“dip or immerse” (Romans6:4). One has not
obeyed the Lord until he has been buried and raised, immersed in water.
Philip departs and comesto Caesarea (vs. 39-40; cf. 21:8-9). Philip wasthe
local preacher there for about 20 years or more.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON FOURTEEN:

1. For what reason was Peter and John sent to Samaria by the Jerusalem church?

N

Explain the difference between the Spirit “indwelling” believers and the Spirit
“faling” on believers.

3. How doesthe Holy Spirit convert people today?

4. What Scripture was the eunuch reading and what did it say about Jesus?

5.  How didthe eunuch respond to Philip’ s preaching?

6. What wasthe eunuch’snationality? Hisposition? Hisreligion?




LESSON FIFTEEN

CONVERSION AND GROWTH
SAUL OF TARSUS CONVERTED

INTRODUCTION:
uke now continues the story of Saul, which began in hisintroductory words
l in 8:3: “Saul began to destroy the church.” So crucial isPaul’s conversion to
thestory of the early church and the spread of the gospel, that L ukerepeatsthe
full record of Saul’s conversion three timesin Acts. No single event is given more
attention.

The account of Saul’s conversion appears aso in 22:3-21 and 26:4-20. In each case
Luke presents the story in a way which suits the purpose of the situation. All three
passages, however, tell the story of a Jewish leader whose mind and heart werefilled
with arage against Christians which drove him to great lengthsin crushing the life
from this new movement.

Before we look at the conversion of Saul, we want to preview the many churches
whichwill be built in the various provinces of Rome. We will discover that in every
place it was the same old Church which was originally established and began in
Jerusalem and was to spread throughout the world on down into the 20th century.

LESSON TEXT:  Acts9:1-9

LESSON AIM: To review the character and nature of the gospel and its fruit
and to seeits effect on an individual named Saul.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Seethat wherever thegosped waspreached the samechurch wasbrought
into being.
2. Study briefly the conversion of Saul of Tarsus.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCH IN ACTS

A. InJerusalem. The Promiseto Build the Church (Matthew 16:18)
1. The church-promise of Matthew 16:18 isfulfilled in Acts two.
2. Thechurchisbuilt by the preaching of the gospel by the apostles.
3. By theresponse of faith and obedience to the gospel.

B. TheChurch in Samaria (Acts 8)
1. Thesomeold origina church.
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2. Not adenominational church.
a. Thisisthe church that the Lord promised to build.
b. The same church that He had built in Jerusalem.
c. Hehashuilt the same church in Samariathrough His servant, Philip.

The Church in Damascus (Acts 9)
1. Saul travelsthe 140 miles from Jerusalem to find the “holy ones.”
2. Thesaints, thosewho aremembersof thechurch, in order to persecutethem.

The Church Among the Gentilesin Caesarea (Acts 10)

1. The gospel was preached by Peter —the keys of the kingdom were used.

2. People obeyed, the household of Cornelius, and the church was built in
Caesarea.

The Church Built in Antioch (Acts 11)

1. When they believed they turned to the Lord.

2. They repented of their sins by faith and by faith they were immersed into
Christ.

3. Thelord buildsthe old “original church.”

The Church Built isthe Same Church Wherever Paul Preached (Acts 13)

1. Warningsnot to changethedoctrineof the New Testament Church (Galatians
1:8; 2 John 9).

2. Whenever and wherever thegospel waspreached the church wasbuilt when
people believed and obeyed the gospel.

. The Church Built in Philippi (Acts 16)

Paul, Silas, Timothy and Lukewill go into the areathat we know of as Europe and
they will go to Philippi and Christ will be preached. Lydiaand her household will
hear the gospel, will respond to it, and the Lord, through the apostle Paul and his
co-laborers, will build His church in the city of Philippi.

. The Church Built in Thessalonica and Berea (Acts 17)

1. TheLordthrough Paul and hisco-laborersbuilttheold original churchin these
cities.

2. Whatisthechurch of Christ?Itisthe“called out”. It ismade up of thosewho
really belong to Jesus and those who responded to the good news of our Lord.
So now the church of Christ has come to these cities.

The Church isBuilt in Corinth (Acts 18). The old original church.

The Church isBuilt in Ephesus (Acts 19). The old original church!

Inthisprovince, inanew city, theold original church hasbeen built by the Lord

through the faithful ministry of the apostle Paul.

1. What church wasit that the Lord built through Paul in the city of Ephesus?
Theold original church, the churchthat the Lord had built through Peter and
the other apostles in the city of Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 2.

2. Intoanew city, adifferent city, thesamemessageispreached. Itisresponded
to in the same way, the new birth process, being born of the water and the
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Spirit. And so the Lord through his faithful servant Paul builds the old
original church in the great city of Ephesus.

K. The Same Original Church Built in Rome (Acts 28)
What church wasit that was in existence in the city of Rome at that time? The
old original church. It had now been established in the capital city of the Roman
empire, Rome itself.

NOTE:

When people are convicted of their unrighteousness, unbelief and of the

judgment to come and as believers they inquire men and brethren what must we do,
when we tell them exactly the same message that is recorded here which the apostles
spoke, tell them by faith to repent and to be immersed in the name of, on the basis of
their faith in Christ to obtain the remission of their sins, in that new birth process, in
their being born of the water and the Spirit, the Lord will build today the old original
churchinwhatever city that message is preached. Now when we see that concept from
the book of Acts, we can see that the church of the New Testament is not a
denomination.

SAUL, THE PERSECUTOR AND HISTRIP TO DAMASCUS (9:1-7)

A. ThePersecuting Saul (vs. 1-2)

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6

NOTE:

Persistent in mistaken zeal —“yet.”

Intense in vital expression — “breathing out.”

Fiercein vindictive strength —“ murderousthreats.” A phrase which means
that “threatening and murder was the atmosphere which he breathed and by
which and in which he lived.”

Aggressivein initiative —“went to High Priest.”

Extreme in lengths — “to the synagogues in Damascus.”

Cruel in extent — “whether men or women.”

Paul’ srage had already been evident in hisconsent in Stephen’ sdeath. Now
he was pursuing new targets for his wrath.

B. Authority and Commission From the Chief Priests

1.

2.

Saul went to the high priest, probably Caiaphas, and received letters
addressed to the synagogues in Damascus.

Believersarereferred to as“the Way.” A designation which may be traced
back to the words of Jesus (see Matthew 7:13 & John 14:6).

C. A Life-Changing Confrontation (vs. 3-7)

1.
2.

The place: Near the city of Damascus.

Thelight (v. 3) —sudden, startling, supernatural. The suddenness and the
overwhelming brightness forced him to his knees. It may well be that this
moment findsexpression later in Paul’ sletter to the Corinthians: “ God, who
said, "Let light shine out of darkness, made hislight shinein our heartsto
give usthe light of the glory of God in the face of Christ’” (2 Corinthians
4:6).

The voice (v. 4) — personal, probing, challenging Saul to give account for
his actions.
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4.
5.

NOTE:

NOTE:

The revelation (v. 5) — requested and received. “ Who are you, Lord?”
The surrender (vs. 6-9) — prompt, practical.

Though Saul’ sfellow travelers did not see the vision of Christ, they could
verifyitseffects. Saul wasimmediately effected physically. Hewasblinded,
humbled and made helpless. His companions led him by the hand the rest
of the way into Damascus.

In Damascus he was “three days’ in fasting, indicating how completely
devastated was hisspirit. Thistimewaslikely atimefor much reflection on
what he had witnessed and what it meant regarding his place among the
people of God.

Paul was convinced that he had been permitted to seetheresurrected Christ,
just as the other apostles had seen him (1 Corinthians 15:3-8). See dso
Galatians 1:10-13.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON FIFTEEN:

1. What churchwasbeingbuiltinall theplaceswherePaul andtheother evangelists
traveled in the first century?

2. What was the medium through which God built His church in all these places?

3. Giveadescription of Saul as he traveled on the road to Damascus.

4. By and under what authority was Saul operating in his pursuit of Christians?

5. List some things that happened to Saul in his meeting Jesus on the road to
Damascus.

6. What instructions from Jesus did Saul receive and how did he respond?

7. Tracethe first 30 years of church building by naming the cities that Abe talks
about from Jerusalem to Rome.

iy
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9
10)
11)




LESSON SIXTEEN

THE PREACHING OF SAdL
AND PETER

INTRODUCTION:
he next servant whom the Lord callsis Ananias. From the information given
m here it appears that Ananias was not one of the believers who had fled
Jerusa emwhen the persecution of Christiansbegan (8:1). He* had heard many
reports,” but apparently had not experienced the crisis directly.

Ananiaswaswell informed about the conditionsin Jerusalem. Heknew that believers
were belng persecuted and that Saul had been given “authority from thechief priests’
toarrest Christianswho had fled from Jerusalemto Damascus. It isnot surprising that
he hesitated in going to see Saul.

“Saul wasno longer hisown, so hewas praying for further light and leading.
He was not praying to ‘ get religion’ for religion is something one does, not
something one gets! (See James 1:27). Hewasin sorrow over his mistaken
past and waited in prayer to the God he had alwaystrusted and followed for
the information Jesus had told him he would get in Damascus.” (Dale, p.
104)

LESSON TEXT:  Acts9:10-43

LESSON AIM: To see the early ministry of the converted Saul and the
continued spread of the kingdom through the preaching of
Peter.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...

1. Learn of the part played by Ananias in the conversion and
commission of Saul.

2. Seethat Saul’simmediate action following his conversion wasto
preach that “ Jesus is the Son of God.”

3. Discover that before he goes to Jerusalem he goes to Arabia for
three years.

4. Seethat the* persecutor” now becomesthe* persecuted” and must
fleefor hislife.

5. Learnof Peter’ shealing and preaching ministry asit spreadsfrom
Jerusalem into western Judea.
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PREVIEW:
Saul’ s fanatical manner of life as an ignorant Jew was violent, outrageous, and
ungovernable (1 Timothy 1:13f). Since he would not listen to a man, the Risen
and Glorified Lord would haveto convict him. Hencethe supernatural appearance
of Jesus Himself to Saul, which will also serve to qualify Saul as an Apostle.
Saul’ sconversionisanimportant link in the chain of proof that Jesusarosefrom
the dead.

THE COMMISSION OF ANANIASTO SAUL (9:10-15)

A. TheMessageto Ananias Given in A Vision

1.

Thedisturbing knowledge. Ananiaswaswel | informed about the conditions

in Jerusalem. He knew:

a. That the believers were being persecuted.

b. That Saul had been given “authority from the chief priests.”

c. That hewould be arresting Christians who had fled from Jerusalem to
Damascus.

Thestartling command. Commanded by Jesusto gototheplacein Damascus

where Saul was staying.

a. A street called “straight.”

b. To the house of a man named Judas.

c. Theobjectiveof Ananiaswasto lay hishands on Saul so that he could
receive his sight.

The amazing revelation. Saul would serve asachosen instrument in taking

the gospel to the Gentiles and Isragl.

a. Hewould be an apostle. He had received a call directly from God to
preach the gospel (Galatians 1:15).

b. Hewho was the persecutor would now be the persecuted. He would
receive the same kind of suffering he had inflicted on others.

B. TheVisit From Ananias (vs. 17-19a)

1.

2.

Ananias' conversation with Saul.

a.  Hismessage given: “ The Lord Jesus — the One who appeared to you
on theroad — sent me. . .” Ananias gives further evidence that Paul
actually saw the risen Lord on the Damascus road.

b. Hispurposerevealed: Two purposes stated by Ananias:

1) Soyou may seeagain.
2) Befilled with the Holy Spirit.

Theresult of Ananias’ action.

a. Scaesfell from Saul’ seyes—hecould seeagain. “And at that very time
| looked up at him” (Acts 22:13).

b. He arose and was baptized (Acts 22:16). Apparently it was in his
baptism that Saul received the Spirit both to indwell and to empower.

c. Heateandregained hisstrength. That henow eatsfollowinghisbaptism
implies that the sense of burden and remorse is gone.
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THE PREACHING OF SAUL IN DAMASCUS (vs. 19b-22)

A. TheDepth of Saul’s Conversion

1.

He began to preach in the Synagogues.

a. Thecontent of his preaching — that “ Jesus is the Son of God.”

b. The power by which he preached — the Holy Spirit.

c. Theresponse. Astonishment wastheresponseof thecrowd—not at his
message but at the one doing the preaching.

Saul became stronger and stronger in his preaching (v. 22). See Galatians

1:15.

a.  Saul would give the reasons for the change he had made, the reasons
for believing that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God.

b. Oppositionwouldincreaseagainst him, and Saul would necessarily have
to increase “the more in strength” if he were going to be convincing.

c. Saul “confounded” them “proving that this Jesusis the Christ.”

B. Saul’sEscape From Damascus (vs. 23-25)

1.

NOTE:

Saul isdrivenfromthecity and goesto Arabia(Galatians 1:17-18). Hespent
a total of three years in Damascus and Arabia immediately after his
conversion.

When Saul returned to Damascusfrom Arabia, Aretas |V tried to have him
arrested (2 Corinthians 11:32).

Robert Jones discusses the best date for this event and arrives at a date of
between A.D. 37 and 39. See A Chronology of Paul’s Life (Philadel phia:
Fortress, 1979), pp. 30-33.

He escaped to Jerusalem. Through the efforts of “his disciples.”

Imagine the trip from Damascus to Jerusalem.

“Early in the night’ s journey he passed the spot where Jesus had appeared
to him. We shall not attempt to depict his emotions when the walls of
Jerusalem and the battlements of the temple came once moreinto view. As
he approached the city, he saw the place of the crucifixion; and he may have
passed near the spot where Stephen was stoned, and where he himself was
consenting to his death. He was about to meet again, on the streets and in
the synagogue, hisold allieswhom hehad deserted, and someof thedisciples
whom he had persecuted.” (McGarvey, p. 187)

SAUL’SMINISTRY IN JERUSALEM (vs. 26-30)

A. Paul’sReationship to the Church in Jerusalem (vs. 26-27)

1.

He wanted to be a part of thefellowship of believers. Saul was seeking full

communion with the disciples.

a.  They wereafraid of him.

b. Thought hisconversion could havebeenahoax—*. .. not believing that
hereally was a disciple.”

Barnabas convinced the brethren in Jerusalem of the genuineness of Saul’s

conversion.
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The Christians had misgivings for several reasons. they remembered his
former violence against Christians. He had been absent for three years. Had
they heard of him during that time? Evenif they had heard rumorsabout his
conversion, might they not be suspicious?

B. Saul’sMinistry in Jerusalem (vs. 28-30)
Paul stayed in Jerusalem for 15 days (Galatians 1:19).

1.

2.

3.

NOTE:

Spoke boldly in the name of the Lord and getting acquai nted with Peter and
James.

Taked and debated with the Grecian Jews. (Perhaps in the very same
synagogue where he had disputed with Stephen.)

Hislifethreatened by the Grecian Jews. Paul went up to thetempleto pray,
and theretheLord appeared to him, telling himto fleefrom Jerusalem (Acts
22:17-21).

a.  Saul triesto argue with Jesus — he wanted to stay in Jerusalem.

b. Jesustellshim“ Go! For | will send you far away to the Gentiles.”
Leavesfor Tarsus— sent by the brethren.

Here the record leaves Saul until Barnabas will bring him back to Antioch
inActs11:25-26, someten yearslater. Subsequent eventsin Saul’ slifelead
ustotheconjecturethat hisparentsdid not accept himwhen hearrived home
to Tarsus, (Philippians 3:8 . . . for whose sake | have lost all things), but
rather disinherited him when they found out he had become a Christian.

C. Peaceand Prosperity for the Church (v. 31). The church was:

1.
2.

3.

Being built up — both in holiness of life and in numbers.

Going on in the fear of the Lord — reverence for Him and scrupulous
obedience to His commandments.

In the comfort of the Holy Spirit — the words of counsel and encour-
agement which came from the Holy Spirit as He spoke through the apostles
and the New Testament prophets, were the chief agentsin the expansion of
the church.

Continuingtoincrease—involved both anincreasein the number of places
to which the gospel was successfully carried, and a gain in the number of
believersin the places where the gospel had previously been preached. The
reasonsfor the growth —the Christianswerewalking in thefear of the Lord,
and the comfort of the Holy Spirit!

PETER’'SMINISTRY IN WESTERN JUDEA (9:32-43)

A. Peter’sMinistry at Lydda (vs. 32-35)

1.
2.

3.

Lydda was some twenty-five miles northwest of Jerusalem.

A man named Aeneas ( aGreek name, probably a Grecian Jew) — parayzed
for eight years.

Aeneashealed by the power of Jesus Christ. Be sureto seethat herewe have
another example of an instantaneous healing.

His healing caused many to turn to the Lord (v. 35). In the word “turn” we
hear Luke telling us they heard the gospel, repented of their sins, and were
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baptized into Christ, thus becoming part of the Church.

B. Peter’sMinistry at Joppa (vs. 36-43)

1.
2.

NOTE:

NOTE:

Tabitha— acertain disciple (Dorcas in Greek). The “bereaved” disciples.
A benefactor of poor widows (v. 39). “Aboundingwith” tellsusher lifewas
characterized to avery high degree by these acts of kindness and charity to
the poor.

In many congregations there are thoughtful women like Dorcas who seem
to have a knack for doing the beautifully helpful thing just at the right
moment. What ablessingawoman likethisisto the congregation, and what
alossisfelt when such awoman dies.

The miracle performed by Peter.

a. Liketheonedoneby Jesus—theraising of Jairus daughter (Luke 8:49-
56).

b. Thesimilarity: Jesus: “ Talitha cumi!” and Peter: “ Tabitha cumi!”

We see again the nature and purpose of miracles, and how these signs
confirmed theWord (9:42). All through the book of Acts, Luke emphasizes
over and over againthe purpose of miraclesisto credential themessage. And
here, when the message is credentialed by theraising of Dorcas, thereisa
multitude of people who become believers.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON SIXTEEN:

1. What three things did Ananias know concerning Saul of Tarsus?
1)
2)
3)

2. List a least three things that Ananias would relate to and accomplish for Saul
in Damascus.

1)
2)
3)

3. Complete the following sentences concerning Saul’s preaching in Damascus.
The content of his preaching was that
The power by which he preached
Theresponse

4. Why did Saul depart from Damascus and where did he go?

5. What happened when Saul returned to Damascus some three years later?

6. How longdid Saul stay in Jerusalem on thisoccasion, who did he get acquainted
with and why did he leave?

7. List four thingsthat was happening to the church during the period of peace and
prosperity inv. 31.
1)
2)
3)
4)

8. By what is Peter’s ministry characterized in the cities of Lydda and Joppa?
Lydda:

Joppa:




LESSON SEVENTEEN

THE CONVERSION OF
CORNELIUS

INTRODUCTION:
uke now focuses attention on one of themost significant eventsinal of Acts—
1 the conversion of thefirst Gentile. The language used of Cornelius sets him
apart for thishonor. Caesareawas predominantly aGentilecity and theposition
of Cornelius in the Roman army betrays his Gentile background. The term “God-
fearing” (phoboumenos) also denotes a Gentile because of its technical application
to non-Jews who had not become full proselytes.

Theissuesraised by this event werefar-reaching for the church. Would Christianity
continueto be alargely Jewish phenomenon, confined for the most part to Palestine?
Would believers continue to be dominated by the Jewish notion that salvation must
include circumcision and the laws of separation in matters of tablefellowship? Luke
points to the preaching by Peter to the household of Cornelius as the resounding
answer to these questions. As a matter of fact, reference will be made to this event
at the conference in Jerusalem (15:6-11) where these very issues will be discussed
in detail.

LESSON TEXT: Acts 10:1-48

LESSON AlIM: To see the eternal purpose of God to provide salvation to
Gentiles as well as Jews being carried out in the conversion
of Corneliusthe first Gentile convert.

L ESSON OBJECTIVES: Youwill ...
1. Examine the character and nature of the Roman Centurion,
Cornelius and how that relates to his salvation.
2. SeeGod' sworkinginthelife of His apostle Peter asHe uses him
to bring the Gentiles into the faith.
3. Discover that salvation for the Jew and Gentile alike is accom-
plished in the same way, by faith in Jesus Christ.

UNIVERSAL CHRISTIANITY —THE GENTILESARE CALLED OF GOD

A. Cornelius, the Man (10:1-8)
1. Anofficer inthe Roman army (v. 1). A centurion of the Italian band. They
wereusually good |eaderswith asteady and prudent mind, and courageously
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steadfast.
A God fearing man (v. 2).
3. A devout and benevolent man.
a.  He had attached himself to some of the Jewish teaching but had not
become a proselyte.
b. Hewas seeking after God, and was a praying and kind man.

c. Godheardhisprayer (v. 31) sincehewasobviously prayingfor thetruth
or for someone to teach him the truth.

4. Hesaw avision (vs. 3-6). Instructed to send for a man called Peter.
5. Corndlius response (vs. 7-8), obedience and action — he sent servants to
Joppafor Simon Peter.

N

NOTE: Cornelius had abeginning faith and an inquiring faith and a sincere faith,
but he did not have asaving faith. Thisis evident from the fact that he was
directedinavisionto sendfor Peter, the messenger of God and the preacher
of the gospel and find out from him what he must do to be saved.

B. TheSpirit’sinstructions For Peter (vs. 9-16)

1. Themenfrom Caesareaapproach Joppaabout noon (vs. 9-10). Thedistance
from Joppato Caesareawas 28 miles. The soldiers set out one day, cameto
Caesarea the next (“on the morrow”), returned with Peter the third, and
reached Cornelius on the fourth day.

2. Peterisinformed that he should not call any man common or unclean (vs.
11-16, 28). This was repeated three times.

3. Peter had been summoned by both man and God to go to Caesarea to the
house of Cornelius.

C. Peter’sJourneytoCaesarea(vs. 17-24). Peter isperplexed about thevision but
the Spirit, (v. 19) instructs Peter to go to Caesarea.
1. Peter took with him “certain (six, 11:12) brethren from Joppa.”

2. The preparation of Cornelius was to have al his household ready to hear
Peter.

D. The Providential Opportunity of Teaching and Learning, Peter and
Cornelius (10:25-33)
1. Cornelius attempted worship of Peter stopped (10:25-26).

2. Cornelius vision and experience restated — eagerness to hear the Gospel
(10:27).

E. TheConversion of the Gentiles (10:34-48)
1. God s attitude toward man (vs. 36-37).

a. For thefirst time Peter saw the universality of the gospel.

b. Thiswas afulfillment of the promise to Abraham: “ In thee shall all
nations be blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

A review of their present knowledge (vs. 36-43).

3. Jesus of Nazareth, Messiah, Judge and Redeemer (vs. 36-43).

N
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a.  The promised Messiah (vs. 36-37).

b. God anointed and seen by witnesses (vs. 38-39).

c. Hisdeath onthe cross (v.39).

d. Abletosave(v. 43).

Evidence to His deity (vs. 39-43).

a.  TheApostles witness(vs. 39-41). They werereliablewitnesses of His
life, miracles of healing, death and resurrection.

b. The Old Testament Prophets spoke of Him (v. 43; cf. 3:24).

Thedivineproof —Spirit’ spower wasthen manifested (vs. 44-47). TheHoly

Spirit is seen:

a.  Witnessing to the truth — full, uncompromising (v. 44).

b. Bestowing power —immediate, definite (vs. 45-46).

c.  Warranting discipleship — unhesitating, complete (vs. 47-48a).

d. Creating fellowship — desired, granted (v. 48b).

A Review of 10:44-48

1.

Re-study briefly notes on Chapter 2. The Spirit was poured forth or sent by
Jesus on Pentecost. Since that day the Spirit had empowered saints with
miraculousgiftsthrough thelaying on of theapostles’ hands (Acts6:6; 8:18);
but the way or manner in which the Spirit empowers Corneliusisjust like
theempowering of theapostleson Pentecost. InActs11:15, “evenas’ means
“adverb of manner” or “inthesameway.” Sowithout thelaying on of Peter’s
hands the Spirit gave Cornelius the gift of tongues.

In 10:44 the expression “fell on” denotes empowering not indwelling. We
know that they received the Spirit to empower and not indwell becausethey
heard them speak in tongues (10:46). Cornelius merely received agift from
the Spirit and then when baptized received the Spirit asagift (10:49; 2:38;
5:32).

Cornelius was not an exception to Gospel obedience (11:14). He heard,
believedin Jesus, repented (11:18) and was commanded to be baptized into
the name or possession of Jesus Christ (2:38).

Note the empowering from the Spirit did not:

a. Cometosavehim (11:14).

b. Sanctify him (John 17:17).

c. Purify hisheart (Acts 15:9).

SUMMARY POINTS:

A good devout man isaso asinner in need of Christ.

God’ sminister dwaysobeysGod' smessage no matter how it seemsto go against
previous knowledge.

There is a difference between the Holy Spirit’s empowering and the Spirit’'s
indwelling. The Holy Spirit empowers whomsoever He willsto empower. The
Holy Spirit indwells al baptized believers.

1.
2.

3.

All men must obey the gospel to be saved and appreciate the universal nature of

the Kingdom.
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“...Godisnorespecter of persons: butin every nation hethat
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, isacceptableto him”

(Acts 10:34-35).

SELF EXAM FOR LESSON SEVENTEEN:

1. Describethe character of Corndlius.

2. God'sinstruction to Cornelius was what?

For what purpose?

3. List three characteristics of Cornelius' faith given in your study guide book.
1)
2)
3)

4. Describe the vision given to Peter to convince him to go to the house of
Cornelius?

5. Define and explain the following words/phrases:
“Even as’

“Fell on” (inrelation to the Holy Spirit)

6. Discuss briefly the means by which Cornelius received salvation.




LESSON EIGHTEEN

PETER'S DEFENSE AND THE
CHURCH BUILT IN ANTIOCH

INTRODUCTION:
he eleventh chapter of Acts continues (11:1-18) the story of the conversion
m of Cornelius, relating Peter’ s defense of the case before the brethren when he
returned to Jerusalem. Following this, the story shiftsto Antioch and narrates
the founding and early history of the first Gentile church, which was in this city.
Included here isthe story of the joint efforts of Saul and Barnabas and the giving of
thenameof Christian (11:19-26). Finally, thechapter tellsof the prediction of afamine
in Palestineand of the church at Antioch sending relief to meet the need of Palestinian
Christians (11:27-30).

Luke next turns attention from the famine-relief work of the church of Antioch to
describe how the early church was met with persecution at the hands of King Herod
Agrippal. Two seriouscrisesin thelife of the young Jerusalem church had been met
already: (1) Persecution by the Jewish ecclesiastical authorities (chapters 3-4), and
(2) Pharisaic narrowness shown by some Jewish Christians (chapters 10-11). Now
comes a conflict with the State; and Peter, as one of the church’s leaders, isagain
brought into prominence.

LESSON TEXT: Acts11:1-30; 12:1-25

LESSON AIM: To seethe cooperation of the saints as God builds His church
in the Gentile world and persecution and release of Peter.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...

1. Hear Peter defend his actions at the house of Cornelius as the
fulfillment of God' s purpose of salvation to all men.

2. Seetheeffect of preaching in Antioch of Syriaand the concern of
the Jerusalem brethren for these new Christians.

3. Learnthat one effect of the gospel in the lives of men and women
isin the area of sharing benevolence.

4. Observethat persecution drives the Church to fervent prayer.

5. Understand that God is in control of His work and He brings
deliverance to His people and judgment upon His enemies.

THE ENDORSEMENT OF PETER’S MINISTRY BY THE JERUSALEM
LEADERSHIP

A. Peter Explainsand JustifiesHis Visit To The Gentiles (11:1:18)
1. Thereflection of the Jewish thinking (vs. 1-3).
a. Alarmed at Peter’s actions. The disputing was sharp and prolonged.
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Luke uses the imperfect tense (literaly “were disputing”) to describe
the give and take of the controversy.

“They that were of the circumcision” would refer to Jewish Christian
leaders in the church.

2. Peter’sdefense (vs. 4-18).
a. He reviews and explains the vison (vs. 4-10). He states that his

b.

C.

explanation isin orderly arrangement.

Peter had six Jewish brethren to establish every word and deed (vs. 11-
13).

Peter wasto preach the Gospel so that the Gentiles might be saved a ong
with the Jews (v. 14).

The empowering of the Holy Spirit (vs. 15-17).

After an exchanging of wordswith Cornelius— Peter got to themessage
of faith in Christ and at that point the Spirit fell on the Gentiles to
empower them with the gift of tongues. Peter then reflects back upon
his previous experience and preaching (cf. Acts 2:17-39).

The like gift of tongues convinces the Jews that they were to be saved
by faithin Christ and did not have to become aJewish prosel yteto obey
the Gospel (vs. 11-18).

B. ThelLord BuildsHisChurch in Antioch (vs. 19-21)
Lukehereimpliesthat at Antioch the evangelizing of Greekswas undertaken on
a broad basis for the first time. This was another step forward in world
evangelism.

See Acts8:4. Some of thesefaithful brethren went to the large and beautiful

city of Antioch and preached the same Gospel to Jews and Greeks.

2. Theresponse (v. 21). Compare Acts 2:38; 3:109.

1.

C. TheChurchin Jerusalem DispatchesBarnabas(vs. 22-24). “Officialy sent”
Barnabas had the spirit and qualifications for such awork (11:22-24).
2. Note hismessage —*“ cleave with determined heart and mind to the Lord.”

1.

NOTE: They had aso donethisin the case of the Samaritans (Acts 8:14). We need
to understand this in the light of apostolic oversight of the churches
(2Corinthians 11:9) and not in any sense of Jerusalem as the “mother
church.” The apostles wanted to be assured that everything wasin order.

D. Barnabas Securesa Co-worker (11:25-26)

1. Saul and Barnabas worked in and with the local church (v. 26).

2. Thename CHRISTIAN isgiven (v. 26). By comparing the use of the word
CALLED —webdievethat God gavethisnew nameto Hisfollowers(1 Peter
4:16).

E. Church Co-operation (11:27-30)

It wasthework of one churchto send, and for thereceiving church to spend.
Antioch gave according to their ability and they sent to the elders of the
receiving and spending Church. This is the first mention of eldersin the
Church.

1
2.

F. Antioch —the First Great Gentile Church
It was the place of many beginnings:

1.
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The first Gentile Church.
The name CHRISTIAN isfirst used here.
The first systematic effort of Saul.
. A new foundation for world evangelism.
he secret of its growth.
Great preachers and teachers (11:26; 13:1).
A Church that could be exhorted (11:23, 26).
A Church that cared about others (11:28-30). They gave!
A Church that prayed for and sent men to the lost (12:1-3; 14:26).

4o 0 oW

oo oW

THE PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH BY HEROD AGRIPPA | (12:1-25)
“About thistime” isanindefiniteway of referring to the occasion of thefamine-relief
effort with the churchesin Judea. Thedeath of Herod (12:23) can be accurately dated
at A.D. 44, and thus these events may have occurred during A.D. 43.

A. Herod, the Persecutor, Afflictsthe Church (12:1-4)

1.

Herod Agrippal (v. 1). Read in a Bible dictionary about this man.

a. Raised and educated in Rome.

b. Grew up with the Roman aristocracy, becoming friends with Claudius
and Gaius (Caligula).

James (v. 2). the brother of John, and son of Zebedee. Note Mark 10:39 —

James had fulfilled hisministry and Peter had not yet accomplished hiswork.

Peter (v. 3). Observe Herod' s motive — to please the Jews.

Passover and Jewishfeast day (Matthew 26:2; Mark 14:1; Leviticus23:4-8).

Note Herod' s hypocrisy — pious regard for Passover (v. 4) while plotting

against God' s children.

B. God’'sProtectiveCareOver Peter (vs. 5-19). Peter’ sescapefrom prison (5-11).

1.

A timeof prayer. Peter was guarded in prison, but the church wasin earnest

prayer.

a.  United prayer —“the church” (v. 5); “many” (v. 12).

b. Unceasing prayer.

c. Earnest prayer.

d. Déefinite prayer.

A time of peace (v. 6) — Notice Peter’s three sleeps.

a.  Of unripe experience — Luke 9:32.

b. Of unfaithful life—Mark 14:37.

c. Of unquestioning trust — Acts 12:6. Peter was sleeping on the night
before he wasto die!

3. Peter’sddiverance (vs. 6-11).

a. Peter was at peace, (Philippians 4:6-7), although death was near.

b. Joy among the brethren (vs. 13-17).

c. Peter instructs the believers to give the news to James (the Lord’'s
brother) and to the brethren.

d. Confusion among the enemies (v. 18).
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C. God VisitsHerod (12:20-24)
1. Theoccasion (v. 20).
2. The cause of God'sjudgment (v. 23).
3. Theeffect of God'sjudgment (v. 24).
4. Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch (v. 25).

SELF EXAM FOR LESSON EIGHTEEN:

1. For what reason was Peter caled to task in Acts 11:1-18?

2.  Whodidthechurchin Jerusalem sendto Antiochto encouragethenew Christians
there?

3. Whojoined him there in the work?

4. What two significant things happened at thistime in Antioch?
1)
2)

5. Antioch was the place of many beginnings. List four of these beginnings:
1)
2)
3)
4)

6. Fourthingsindicatethereasonfor thegrowth of the church at Antioch. What are
these four things?

1)
2)
3)
4)

7. What are the mgjor events occurring in the 12th chapter of Acts?
1)
2)
3)




LESSON NINETEEN

THE GREAT THRUST TO
THE GENTILE WORLD

INTRODUCTION:
ne thing which growsincreasingly evident in the growth of the early church
@ is the fact that it was an organized body of people. When we come to this
point in Acts we enter its second and last division, extending to the end of
the book. In the first division the church was centered in Jerusalem. In the second,
it wasin Antioch. Inthefirst the church was made up largely of Jews; in the second,
of Gentiles. In thefirst, the leading figure was Peter; in the second, it is Paul.

With this chapter of Actsanew division beginsin this book. Luke has recorded the
witness of the gospel in Jerusalem (chapters one through seven), aswell asin Judea
and Samaria (chapters eight through twelve). Now the spotlight swings toward the
progress of the gospel asit reachesto the wider targets of the Romanworld. Lukeis
fulfilling histheme asrecorded in 1:8 in the quotation of Jesus. “ . . . and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”

LESSON TEXT:  Acts13:1-14:18

LESSON AIM: The Church which began in Jerusalem is spread into the
regions of the Gentile world by Barnabas and Paul.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...

1. See how God matures a church and prepares it for evangelistic
work.

2. Discover that the gospel has a hardening effect on those who
opposeit and a saving effect on those who will accept it.

3. Learn that Paul’s sermon in Antioch of Pisidia is designed to
convey the meaning of the Law and the prophets.

4. Seethe gradual transition of the gospel from Jew to Gentile.

THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY

A. TheGreat Thrust tothe Gentiles (vs. 1-3)
1. Prophets and teachers are worshiping and fasting (v. 1).
a. Barnabas name stands before Saul’s.
b. Many good teachers equal avery mature church.
c. Antioch of Syria— 15 milesfrom Mediterranean on the Orontes River.
On afertile plain between the Lebanon and Taurus Mountains. It was
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founded about 300 B.C. It was the third largest city in the Roman
Empire. Capital of the Province of Syria.

Teacherswereused by Godinbuilding thechurch (1 Corinthians 12:28-
29).

2. Thework, the cal, and the commitment (vs. 2-3).

a

b.
C.
d.

The choice made by the Holy Spirit — Barnabas and Saul (v. 1).

John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, also goes (vs. 5, 13).

Fasting, prayers, commitment and assignment (v. 3; cf. Mark 2:18-20).
Committed by the church at Antioch (Acts 14:26-28).

B. TheMissionary Messagein Seleucia and Paphos (vs. 4-13)
Evangelization (vs. 4b-6).

1.

a

b.

C.

Barnabas and Saul go to Seleucia, the sea port of Antioch, which was
16 miles away on the mouth of the Orontesriver (v. 4).

Sailed about 75 miles to Salamis on the Isle of Cyprus. Barnabas
evangelizes his homeland first (4:36). They preached in the Jewish
Synagogues.

John Mark, in whose home the apostles prayed, went with them as a
helper (v. 5; cf. 12:25).

Inquiry and opposition (vs. 6-8). — Sergius Paulus and Elymas (Bar-Jesus
—aJewish false prophet).

a

b.

C.

d.

They pass through Cyprus from Salamis to Paphos about 100 miles.
In Paphosthey met a sorcerer, a Jewish false prophet called Bar-Jesus
(vs. 6-7).

Inthose daysthe statesmen used the prophetsastheir chief advisorsand
Paulus did not know that Elymas was afalse prophet (v. 7).

Sergius Paulus wanted to hear Barnabas and Saul, but Elymas knew it
would cause him to lose hisjob so he hindered him (v. 8).

Judgment — how Saul (Paul) met this opposition (vs. 9-11).

a

b.

Saul, who becomes Paul and the leader from now on, saw it wastime
for action (v. 9).

Paul charged Elymas, to hisface, with four wicked descriptions(v. 10).
Hewas:

1) Full of subtlety and mischief.

2) A child of the devil.

3) Anenemy of al righteousness.

4) A perverter of the right ways of the Lord.

Paul showed Elymas to be a fake by blinding him and rendering him
helpless for atime (vs. 11-12). Thisis the only recorded miracle that
an apostle ever worked to theinjury of one’ s person, but it completely
convinced the proconsul.

Conversion —belief ingtilled (v. 12).
Disappointment (v. 13) — John Mark turns back. (Cf. 15:37-40; 2 Timothy
4:11 — consider Paul’ s request afew years later — John has a new nature).

C. TheMissionary Message in Antioch of Pisidia (vs. 14-41)
Thescene—teachinginthe SynagogueinPisidia(v. 14). Antiochwasagreat
trade center of AsiaMinor.

The custom — in the Synagogue, reading the Law and the Prophets (v. 15;
cf. Luke 4:16-21).

The subject (vs. 15-41).

1.

2.

3.



A review of Jewish history from Egypt to David (vs. 15-22).

Presentation of Jesus as David' s seed (vs. 23-35).

Declaration of salvation based on the resurrection (vs. 36-37).

Offer of gospel and warning against refusal (vs. 38-41).

e If Jesuswassent asGod sHoly One, then“forgivenessof sins’ can
be found only in Him.

4. Thedesign of Paul’ s sermon —to explain the basic meaning of the Law and
prophets:

Jehovah is a benevolent deliverer and Savior (vs. 17-22).

Messiah was promised in the Old Testament (v. 23).

The testimony of John the Baptist (vs. 24-25).

The Old Testament Scripture fulfilled in Jesus (vs. 26-29).

The resurrection and many appearances of Jesus (vs. 30-37).

Remission of sins through Jesus (vs. 38-39).

Conclusion and warning (vs. 40-41).

ooow
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D. The Missionary Resultsin Antioch (vs. 42-52). As Paul fully intended, the
Gentiles were captivated by the idea that salvation aso included them.
1. Hearty acceptance by the Gentiles (vs. 42, 44, 48-49).
2. Intense opposition by the Jews (vs. 45-47, 50).
3. Great opportunity (vs. 46-48, 51-52).
a. For Gentiles (vs. 46-48, 51).
b. For the gospel (v. 49). Word spread throughout “all the region.”
c. For gospel preachers(v. 52). Disciplesfilled with joy and Holy Spirit.

THE EFFECT OF THE GOSPEL IN ICONIUM & LYSTRA (14:1-18)

A. TheProgressof the Gospel (vs. 1-7). The events and resultsin [conium.

1. Thesuccess of thegospel (v. 1). A great multitude believed, both Jews and
Greeks.

2. Oppositiontothe Gospel (v. 2). Disbelieving Jewsand embittered Gentiles.

3. Testimony accompanied by confirming miracles (v. 3).

4. Threatening danger and escape (vs. 4-7). Activity caused division among the
city.
a.  Persecution by Jews and Gentiles and rulers.
b. Departure of Paul and Barnabas to Lystra.

B. Successand Failureat Lystra (vs. 8-18)

1. The Power (vs. 8-10) — healing of alame man at Lystra.
a.  Lamefrom birth.
b. Faith enough to be made well.
c. Immediate healing.

2. The popularity (vs. 11-13) —“worshiped” at Lystra.
a.  Mistaken identity — (Paul — Hermes and Barnabas — Zeus).
b. Misdirected worship.

3. Theplea(vs. 14-19) — preaching at Lystra.
a. Notetheapplication: God of nature (v. 15) and of history (v. 16) isalso

God of providence (v. 17) and grace (vs. 21-23).

b. Note the results: Persecution — death — resurrection.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON NINETEEN:

1. What church became the great missionary church to the Gentiles?

2. From 13:1-3, what was the ingredients which made this church mature and
evangelistic?

3. Who was chosen to began this great evangdlistic thrust and how were they
commissioned?

4. What was the first stop of the missionaries and what two people did they
encounter there?

5.  What two significant events happened on this first stop?
1)
2)

6. Wherewastheir second stop, wheredid they preach and of what four things did
the subject consist?
The Place:

Where they preached:
Four things covered by the sermon:
1)
2)
3)
4)

7.  What two results did Paul have concerning his preaching in Antioch of Pisidia?
1)
2)

8. What were the next two stops on this missionary journey?
1) 2)

9. What remarkable event occurs at this last place?

(Consult amap of Paul’ s first missionary journey in your Bible or a Bible atlas)



LESSON TWENTY

THE GREAT THRUST TO
THE GENTILE WORLD (il)

INTRODUCTION:
rouble would not stay away from the apostles. Though the word “then” may
m imply sometime lapse in which Paul and Barnabas ministered in Lystra, the
work was cut short. Paul was stoned and left for dead at Lystra. However he
got up went back into the city and left the next day for Derbe. Here the apostles
preached “the good news’ and saw “alarge number of disciples’ won for the Lord.
From herethey begintheir journey back to Antioch strengthening the churchesasthey
went appointing eldersin each church and encourage them to remain committed to
the Lord.

Luke now reports on the event which pavesthe way for therest of the Book of Acts.
The conference at Jerusalem makesit possiblefor the mission efforts of Paul. These
efforts dominate the rest of Luke' sreport on the spread of the gospel. He hasrelated
how theinterest in converting Gentilesbegan with the conversion of Cornelius(10:1-
11:18) and the outreach of Antioch (11:19-24). Then camethefirst missionary journey
withitsconcentration on Gentiles(13:1-14:28). Appropriately enough, Lukenow turns
to some of the dissension caused by the entrance of Gentilesinto the church and how
it was handled.

LESSON TEXT:  Acts14:19-28; 15:1-34

LESSON AIM: To discover that the Gentiles and Jews are to be saved in the
same manner, by God'’ s grace by faith apart from the Law.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...

1. Discoverthat new Chrigtiansneed to be confirmed and strengthened
in the faith.

2. Learnthat the problem of “grace pluslaw” in Antioch resultsin a
conference at Jerusalem to resolve the issue.

3. Seethe solution to the problem according to Peter and Paul.

4. Learn of James judgment and its agreement with the OId
Testament prophets.

5. Seethe conclusion according to the Holy Spirit and the effect of
the letter in Antioch.

LYSTRA, DERBE AND RETURN TO ANTIOCH (14:19-28)
A. The Stoning of Paul. Four possibilities:

1. Paul wasnot dead but only knocked our. Thisseemsto minimizetheseverity
of the stoning which Paul considered to be one of hisgreatest persecutions.
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(See 2 Corinthians 11:25; 2 Timothy 3:11).

Some say that Paul was just playing “possum.” Thisiswholly improbable.
Others say that he was badly hurt but that Lois and Eunice quickly
administeredfirst-aid and revived him. Verse20 will not allow thisto bethe
case — “he got up and walked back into the city.”

Othersunderstand that Paul was actually dead, and that his soul went out of
his body and went up into what he callsthe third heaven (paradise). (See 2
Corinthians 12:1ff) This can bethe only correct conclusion!

B. MoreConversionsand Strengthening the Converts (vs. 20-28)

1.

The program (vs. 20-21a).

a. Preaching and teaching (vs. 20-21a).

b. Discipling (vs. 21b-22). Encouraged to continue in the faith.
c. Organizing (v. 23). They appointed eldersin every church.
The praise (vs. 24-28).

NOTE: Thisistherecord of thefirst missionary meetinginthechurch, with
the report from the field. These men had done al that the Holy Spirit had
intended for them to do. They had accomplished themissionary task towhich
they had been assigned.

God had protected and guided them during the journey (v. 27).
“Withthem” isaninteresting expression; it losessomeof itsforcein English.
| candriveanail “with” ahammer —but in Greek that would take adifferent
preposition. Or | can spend an evening “with” my family. Thisisthe word
used here. They had gone on the mission and God had gone with them.
While He was with them, He performed His wonderful and gracious acts
— acts of saving, of healing, of watching over His own, of advancing His
redemptive purpose in thisworld.

A time of rest and renewal (v. 28).

Itisnot possibleto say with any certainty how long Paul and Barnabas stayed
in Antioch, and expressions like this make achronol ogy of Acts extremely
difficult to make. Wehear no moreabout them until the council at Jerusalem
inthenext chapter. Thefirst missionary journey started, probably, in45A.D.
(Just after thedeath of Herodin44 A.D., Acts 12). It probably lasted through
47 0r 48 A.D., or perhaps 49 A.D. Asthe Jerusalem conferencewas held in
50 or 51 A.D., we find a period of from two to four years passing in the
words of thisverse.

(Gareth L. Reese, New Testament History, Acts, College Press, Joplin, Missouri, p. 525.)

DISCUSSIONAMONGBRETHRENABOUT GENTILE FREEDOM (Acts15)
In chapters 10-11, the Gentiles had been shownto beentitled to eternal life. But what
were to be the conditions?

A. TheBattlefor Gentile Christians (15:1-35)

1.

The problem stated and discussed (vs. 1-6).
a.  Thedifficulty (v. 1) — “On what grounds are Gentiles to be saved?’
b. The protagonists:

1) Paul and Barnabas— lawyers for the accused.

2) Certain believing Pharisees— the prosecutors.
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2. The deputation (vs. 2-4) — The issue taken to the elders and apostles in
Jerusalem.

a

b.

C.

Theappointment (v. 2) —the church sends Paul and Barnabas (Paul went
by revelation also, Galatians 2:2).

Thejourney (v. 3) —they told their story on the way and “caused great
joy” in Phoeniciaand Samaria.

Thearrival (v. 4).

1) Received by the church, apostles, and elders.

2) They rehearsed al things God had done by them

B. ThePeoplelnvolved and the Problem Considered (vs. 5-21)
1. Thediscussion (vs. 5-21). Thereal issuewastheall-sufficiency of the Cross.

a

b.

The contention (v. 5). Circumcision and the Law is essentia to
salvation.
The conclave (vs. 6-21).
1) Address of Peter (vs. 6-11). Peter rehearses God's initial work
among the Gentiles.
2) Thetestimony of Barnabasand Paul (v. 12). Godiscontinuing His
work with word and wonders among the Gentiles.
3) Thejudgment of James (vs. 13-21).
a) Assent to Peter’s argument (vs. 13-14).
b) Appea to Scripture (vs. 15-18).
c) Agreement between the two (vs. 19-21).

2. Four arguments presented:

a

d.

Peter’sapostolic endorsement (vs. 7-11).

1) Theexample of Corndlius.

2) God' s approva shown by the Holy Spirit given.

3) Conclusion: Don't test God!

God’ sendor sement through miracles(v. 12). Inthe ministry of Paul
and Barnabas.

The agreement of Old Testament prophets and the judgement of
James (vs. 13-21).

1) Amos 9:11-12 (prooftext).

2) Stay away from association with idols.

3) Do not eat certain meats.

The decree of the Holy Spirit (vs. 22-29).

C. Communication From the Jerusalem Meeting to the Gentile Churches
1. Thedecision (vs. 22-29). Note the results:

a

b.

Pharisees silenced and the rest soothed.

Gentiles reassured by letter that:

1) Legalist had not been authorized in their teaching (vs. 22-27).

2) Compromiseneeded ontheir part because of Jewish associates(vs.
28-29).

2. Thedevelopment (vs. 30-35).

a

b.

C.

Return with letter caused great joy “for consolation” (vs. 30-31).
Confirmation by Judas and Sil as safeguarded and set forward principle
of liberty and love (vs. 32-34).

Continuation by Paul and Barnabas of teaching and preaching the
blessed aspects of body life.



89

SELF EXAM FOR LESSON TWENTY:

1. Inwhat city wasPaul stoned and what are four possible explanations concerning
his stoning?
1)
2)
3)
4)

2. InActs14:20-28 thereisaprogram of strengthening the converts. List thethree
things Paul and Barnabas used to accomplish this.
1)
2)
3)

3. What problem arose in Antioch which caused Paul and Barnabas to be sent to
Jerusalem to find a solution?

4. What wasthe real issue of this problem?

5. What was Peter’ s observation and conclusion concerning this problem?

6. What was Barnabas and Paul’ s argument concerning this problem?

7. How did James address the problem?

What Old Testament prophet did he quote?

8. What were the four requirements for the Gentiles sent in the letter?
1)
2)
3)
4)




LESSON TWENTY-ONE

THE GOSPEL SPREADS
TO MACEDONIA

INTRODUCTION
fter spending some time in Antioch, Paul approached Barnabas regarding a
g returntripto the churchesthey had established ontheir first tour. Paul’ spolicy
was not to abandon the churches he founded (see 1 Thessalonians 2:17-20;
2 Corinthians 13:1). He looked forward to strengthening these congregations.

A major disagreement devel oped, however, when Barnabaswanted to take John Mark
along and there was no reconciliation on the issue. Possibly the matter of the
withdrawal by Bar nabasfrom eatingwith Gentilesalso enter ed intothisconflict
(Gaatians2:11-12). So“they parted company,” but theresult to thekingdomwastwo
mission teams instead of one. Barnabas and Mark visited the churches on theisland

of Cyprus.

Paul chose Silas to accompany him “through Syria and Cilicia” They departed
Antioch, being “ commended by the brothersto the grace of the Lord.” Paul and Silas
would betraveling through the same cities as had been visited in thefirst journey. At
Lystra he met Timothy, a young man “whose mother was a Jewess and abeliever.”
Paul had him circumcised and took him aong.

AsPaul and Silas” traveled from towntotown,” they delivered “thedecisions’ which
had come from the Jerusalem Conference.

LESSON TEXT: Acts 16:1-40-17:1-14

LESSON AIM: The continued spread of the gospel to the gentiles asthe Holy
Spirit guides Paul asto where he should preach and establish
churches.

LESSON OBJECTIVES.  Youwill ...

1. Learn of the background of Timothy and the purpose of his
circumcision.

2. Discoverthat theHoly Spiritled and directed Paul in hispreaching.

3. Seethe circumstances surrounding the conversion of Lydia.

4. Investigate the conversion of the Philippian jallor and his
household.

5. Study the message, and effects of Paul’ s sermon in Thessal onica.

6. See the attitude of the Bereans in studying God’s Word and the
powerful effect of the gospel in Berea

7. Preview Paul’ s approach to teaching the people of Athens.
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PAUL’S SECOND MISSIONARY TOUR (Acts 16:1-40)

A. TheChurchesof theFirst Tour Revisited (vs. 1-5)

1.

N

Timothy’ s parentage and circumcision (vs. 1-3).

a.  Hismother was a Jewess and a believer.

b. Hisfather was a Greek and, seemingly, an unbeliever.

c. A young man with agood reputation among his brethren.

d. Until thistime he was uncircumcised.

Apostolic decree ddlivered to all the churches (v. 4).

Churches strengthened and growing daily (v. 5). This summary follows a
longlist of suchsummariessofarin Acts(2:41,47; 4:4;5:14; 6:7; 9:31, 42).

B. The Spirit’s Call to Evangelize Macedonia (vs. 6-10)

1.
2.

Spirit forbade Paul to preach in Asiaand Bythynia (vs. 6-8).
Spirit leads them into Macedonia (vs. 9-10).

NOTE: This incident may answer one question relating to how the Spirit was
directing the missionaries. A “vision” had been experienced once in Acts aready
(20:3). The Spirit now used a vision again to reveal his will for future travel,
communicating to Paul the need for evangelism in Macedonia

THE GOSPEL IN PHILIPPI (16:12-40)

A. Conversion of Lydia— First Fruits of Macedonia (vs. 11-15)

1.

PHILIPPI —the chief city of Macedonia (vs. 11-12).

a.  Philippi was*“aRoman colony” and enjoyed arich history.

b. Named after the father of Alexander the Great, Philip I1.

c. Because of its status as a colony, the city was populated with many
retired Roman soldiers, but there were few Jews.

Prayer meeting by the riverside (v. 13).

a.  Reason: Probably no Jewish Synagogue in Philippi.

b. Location: Gangites River about a mile south of the city.

Lydia—asdller of purple (vs. 14-15).

a. From Thyatira, acity in Roman Asia.

b. A woman of some wealth.

c. Shewasa“worshiper of God” —aphraseused of Gentileslike Cornelius
who were informally connected to Judai sm.

d. The Lord opened her heart and she was baptized along with “the
members of her household.”

B. TheFirst Persecution in Greece. Paul and Silas are scourged and imprisoned
(vs. 16-24).
1. A demon cast out of theslavegirl (vs. 16-18). She kept following Paul “for

many days.”

a. Paul hesitated several days— he may have known what would happen.

b. Paul wastroubled, and hedid not desirethe cooperation of demonsand
evil people lest he would be identified with such.

c. Theownersof the girl were furious.
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The apostles are falsely accused (vs. 19-21).

The apostles are beaten and thrown in prison (vs. 22-24). Paul remembers
thisincident when hewritesto the Corinthiansabout hishardshipsfor Christ
(2 Corinthians 11:25).

C. Conversion of the Jailor and His Household (vs. 25-34)

1.

w N

Thejoy of salvation. Paul and Silas are singing and praying in the midst of

suffering asthe prisonerslistened. As Christians they were not cursing and

demeaning those who had treated them spitefully, but singing and praying

to God (cf. Philippians 4:6-7).

The power of God seen in an earthquake. All the prisoners released.

Theaction of the Jailor. Thegreat question—“What must | do to be saved?”

(vs. 28-30).

The answer of Paul and the response of the Jailor (vs. 31-34).

a. Hebdieved (v. 31).

b. Herepented(v.32). Theaction of repentance—*" washed their wounds.”

c. He was baptized — along with his household. The response of an
obedient faith.

d. Heserved—Theevidenceof conversion—thejailer was*filledwithjoy”
and ready to offer his home as away of assisting the missionaries.

D. Vindication of Paul and Silas (vs. 35-40)

1.
2.
3.

4.

The officers offer to let Paul and Silas sneak our of town (vs. 35-36).
Theun-condemned men demand to be publicly absolved of any guilt (v. 37).
The demands of Paul and the reaction of the fearful officers (vs. 38-39).
a. Paul and Silas were Roman citizens (v. 38).

b. Against Roman law to beat an un-condemned Roman citizen.

Paul and Silas move on.

THE GOSPEL IN THESSALONICA AND BEREA (Acts 17)

A. Success and Persecution in Thessalonica (vs. 1-9)

1.
2.
3.

They arrivein Thessalonica (v. 1; cf. 1 Thessalonians 2:1-13).

Paul preachesin the Synagogue (v. 2).

The content of his message (vs. 3-4).

a.  Hismessage wasthe gospel (v. 3). Notice the syllogism used by Paul:
The Old Testament prophesied the Messiah must die and rise again.
Jesus is the only one who did this. Therefore, Jesus must be this
Messiah.

b. Some were persuaded (v. 4).

1) A multitude of devout Greeks.
2) Many chief women.

c. Aristarchusand Secundusof Acts20:4 probably converted at thistime.

Thereaction of theunbelieving Jews (vs. 5-9). Motivated by jeal ousy enlisted

bad characters from the marketplace and started ariot.

a.  Searchfor Paul.

b. Jason and other brethren taken.

c. Theaccusation:
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1) They areturningthecity upside down.
2) They areopposing Caesar’s decrees.
3) They claim another king — Jesus.
4) They troubleall the peopleand rulers.
d. Jason and the other brothers posted bond and was rel eased.

Success of the Gospel at Berea (vs. 10-14)
Berea was about fifty miles from Thessalonica, athree-day journey.

1.

4.
5

The gospel considered (vs. 10-11). A receptive audience with reverent
attitude. The Bareans did not reject the gospel on impulse, but exhibited a
freedom from prejudice in their willingness to examine his message.

The gospel accepted (v. 12).

a.  Converts from among the ranks of the Jews and prominent Greeks.

b. Resistance from Jews from another location (v. 13).

The gospel hindered (vs. 13-15). Notice the Berean attitude:

a. They were receptive — reverent attention.

b. They researched —involved reasoning activity.

c. Thelr responsiveness — resulting acceptance.

The Jews of Thessalonica cause trouble and Paul leaves.

Timothy and Silas stay in Berea.

Paul and Silasin Athens (17:16-34). Preaching in the market-place.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON TWENTY-ONE:

1. What was Paul’ s policy concerning churches he had established?

2. Explain why Paul and Barnabas ceased traveling together on missionary tours.

3. Giveonesignificant event in the travels of Paul in the following places.
Lystra:
Troas:

4. Who were the first fruits of Macedonia and in what city were these converts
made?

5. What wasthefourfold response by the Philippian jailor to the gospel spoken by
Paul and Silas?

1)
2)
3)
4)

6. What was the four accusations made against Paul in Thessalonica?
1)
2)
3)
4)

7. Describe the entrance of the gospel into Berea.




LESSON TWENTY-TWO

THE GOSPEL IN ATHENS
CORINTH AND EPHESUS

INTRODUCTION:
he last word Paul had for his companions when they arrived in Athens was
m amessage for Silas and Timothy to meet him in Athens as soon as possible.
Silas and Timothy had “stayed at Berea.” In 1 Thessalonians 3:1-2 Paul
describes how he sent Timothy to Thessalonica.

The condition of the city “greatly distressed” him. Athens was “full of idols.” No
matter where he looked there were herms (pillars on which the head of Hermes was
mounted). (Acts, Dennis Gaertner, College Press, pg. 271) Temples stood in tribute
to deities with altars available to pagans for sacrificing what was really an offering
to demons (see 1 Corinthians 10:20). The results of Paul’s ministry in Athens is
reflected in Luke's statement that “afew men” became followers.

Leaving Athens, Paul walked fifty miles due west to Corinth, where a great and
effective work was accomplished. He had two co-workers in Corinth, Aquila and
Priscilla, with whom he plied his trade of tent-making. In spite of his own fear and
persecution from unbelievers, Paul stayed in Corinth “for ayear and ahalf, teaching
themtheWord of God.” Hisnext effectivework wasin Ephesuswherehestayed only
for ashort time but returned latter to continue his ministry to the Gentiles.

LESSON TEXT: Acts17:22 - 19:7

LESSON AIM: To seethe effect of the Gospel asit bearsfruit in the Grecian
world and how it affected different cultures.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Seethat the Gospel has limited effect on the intellectual folk in
Athens.
2. Learnhow the Churchisbuilt in the pagan city of Corinthin spite
of opposition.
3. Discover the necessity of being baptized in the correct way andin
the correct name — the name of Christ.

PREVIEW:
Paul in Athens, Greece (Achaia) (17:15-21).
1. Athens— center of human learning.
a. A citygiventoidolatry (v. 16).
b. A peoplegivento religious activity (v. 22).
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4.

Paul reasons in the Synagogue and marketplace.

Encounters the philosophers (v. 18).

a. Epicureans— They viewed pleasure as the chief end of life.

b. Stoics—They werefatalists, living according to nature. They held that the
acceptance of whatever occurs was the only rational attitude to hold.

Paul taken to the Areopagus (vs. 19-21).

NOTE: Council of Areopaguswaspowerful Athenian court. It had jurisdiction over

homicide and moral questionsand had great respect because of itsantiquity
(asthe Supreme Court inthe U.S.). The Romansrespected it. Had supreme
authority over religious matters and power to appoint public lecturers and
control them.

Here assembled the nobl est blood of Athens, the politicians of highest rank,
the best orators, and most profound philosophers. Think of Paul being
surrounded by philosophers and professors of the Athens University and
lecturers who occupied chairs in the University. (For detailed study, see
Cyclopediaof Biblica, Theological and Ecclesiastical Literature, McClintock
and Strong, Pages 382-385.)

PAUL’SSERMON ON MARSHILL (17:22-34)

A.

Paul Declaresthe Unknown God to Them

Heisthe Creator of dl things (v. 24).

HeisLord of al (v. 24).

He is omnipresent (everywhere) (v. 24).

Heis self-sufficient (v. 25).

Heisthe giver of life (v. 25).

Heis the maker and determiner of nations of men (v. 26).
He made us to seek after Him (v. 27).

He will judge us through Christ (v. 31).

N~ WNPE

Paul Quotes One of Their Own Poets— Epimenides (v. 28)
HeContrasts Their Idolsto the True Deity (v. 29; cf. | saiah 44:15ff)

God’s Desire and Demand (vs. 30-31)

1. Godhadeveryrightto destroy theworld, but because of HispromiseHehad
not (v. 30).

2. God hasnever overlooked sin that man did not bear the responsibility of it.

3. God scommandtorepent (v. 21). (SeeActs2:38; 2 Peter 3:9; Luke 13:3,5).

4. A dayof judgment appointed (Romans2:5,16; 1 Corinthians1:8; Philippians
1:6,10; etc.).

5. Confirmed by the resurrection of Christ (v. 31).

The Consideration of the Resurrection and the Response (vs. 32-34)
Some mock, but some believe:

1. Dionysius—amember of the Areopagus.

2. Damaris—awoman.
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3. A number of others
PAUL’'SWORK CONTINUED IN CORINTH (18:1-17)

A. Paul’sBeginning Work in Corinth (vs. 1-6)
1. The City of Corinth was 40 miles from Athens and a large seaport town.
a. It wasnoted for commercial enterprise.
b. Corinth was aso had awide reputation for being avery immoral city.
c. Itisbelieved that Paul wrotethelettersof 1 and 2 Thessalonians from
the city of Corinth.
2. Hisco-workersin Corinth were Aquilaand Priscilla (vs. 2-3).
a.  They had the same craft as Paul — tentmaker.
b. They weregreat workersin the church. (Acts 18:24-28; Romans 16:3;
1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19)
3. Hisplan. Hebeginshis preaching/teaching in the synagogue on the Sabbath.
4. Hisencouragement and help. Silasand Timothy arrive and the preaching of
the Christ isincreased (v. 5).
5. Hisopposition. Theunbelieving Jew’ s persecution and Paul’ sreaction (v.6).

B. TheFruit of Paul’sLabor (vs. 7-8)
1. The Gospel winsover opposition (1 Corinthians 1:26).
2. Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his whole household believe.
(See 1 Corinthians 1:14)
3. Many of the Corinthians believed and were baptized.

C. TheApostle'sVision (vs. 9-11)
1. Thenature of the vision — divine manifestation.
2. The exhortation to not be afraid and assurance given.
3. The result — Paul stays in Corinth for a year and a half preaching and
teaching.

D. Paul’sArraignment Before Gallio (vs. 12-17)
1. His accusers — the unbelieving Jews mount a united attack against Paul
(vs.12-16).
2. Gadllio, adisinterested proconsul. Sosthenes (probably the instigator of the
attack against Paul ) beaten (v. 17; see 1 Corinthians 1:1).

E. Paul Returnsto Antioch of Syria (vs. 18-22)
1. HetakesPriscillaand Aquilaand goesto Ephesus (v. 18).
2. Paul shaveshishead —hehad avow. See Numbers 6:1-21 for a description
of the Nazarite vow.

NOTE: Paul’s participation in this vow demonstrated his continued sense of
being Jewish. This perception is reflected in his letters, as well (see
Philippians 3:4-6; 1 Corinthians 9:20-21). Though saved by faith, he
saw no contradiction in participating in some of the rituals of the law
of Moses.

3. Hepreachesin Ephesus (vs. 19-20).

4. Reportstothechurchandleavesonhisthird missionaryjourney (vs. 22-23).
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Apollosin Ephesus and Achaia (vs. 24-25)

1.

2.

3.

Apollos—themighty preacher (vs. 24-25).“ . . . alearned man, with aknowl-
edge of the Scriptures.”

Apollos—thestudent (v. 26). Priscillaand Aquilaexplained “theway of God
more adequately.”

Apollos —the defender of the faith (vs. 27-28).

Paul at Ephesus— Christian Experience Enlarged (19:1-7)

1

2.
3.
4.

5.

Apollos had already worked at Ephesus (See 18:24).

Paul’ s probing question regarding the Holy Spirit.

Their ignorance of the Holy Spirit.

They were disciples having received only John’ s baptism. John' s baptism
—“believe on Him who IS TO COME.” They are now baptized “into the
name” of Jesusplacingtheir faithinHimwhoHASALREADY COME and
died for their sins.

The Holy Spirit empowers them through the laying on of Paul’ s hands.

Paul Preaches For Over Two Yearsin Ephesus (vs. 8-12)

1.
2.

Paul preached for 3 monthsin the synagogue (v. 8).

Paul taught for two years in the school of Tyrannus (vs. 9-10).
a. Discussionsdaily for two years.

b. Resulting fruit —all in Asia heard the Word.

God works special miracles by Paul.

a.  Means— handkerchiefs and aprons.

b. Results— diseases healed and spirits cast out.
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON TWENTY-TWO:

1. TracePaul’ sroutefromthetimeheentered Macedoniauntil heleavesgivingthe
name of each city in which he preached.

2. List eight main statements Paul makes as he declaresthe " unknown God” to the
people of Athens.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

3. Who were Paul’s co-workersin Corinth initially?

4. What noted person in Corinth obeyed the gospel with his whole house?

5.  What kind of encouragement did Paul receive in the city of Corinth?




LESSON TWENTY-THREE

THE ONGOING MARCH
OF THE GOSPEL

INTRODUCTION:
fter teaching and baptizing thediscipleshefirst met in Ephesus, Paul’ sministry
g in Ephesus moved to the synagoguewhere hewas ableto continue hiswitness
for three months. After this time he moved into the hal of Tyrannus and
continued to preach the Gospel for two yearsduringwhich time Luketellsusthat “all
the Jews and Greekswho lived in the province of Asiaheard the Word of the Lord.”
In Ephesus God worked “extraordinary” miracles through Paul, perhaps because of
thestronginfluenceof “magic” and*“ black arts’ which wasapparently very preva ent
in Ephesus. A strong church was raised up here which would effectively influence
the Gentileworld. Luke sums up this part of Paul’ swork by writing, “1n thisway the
word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.”

Near the end of hisministry in Ephesus a decision was reached by Paul. By now his
work had established churchesin provincesfrom Antioch to Troasand also inaring
around both sides of the Aegean Sea. Paul thus began looking for new territoriesto
plant the gospel seed. He now concluded that he would press his mission westward
to Rome. See Romans 15:23-33.

Before going to Rome he would visit Jerusalem to take the gift from the Gentile
churches. With v. 16 of chapter 21, the third missionary journey of Paul comesto an
end. Hisministry asapostle to the Gentiles now beginsabrand new phase. No longer
will he travel among the churches as a free man. His apostolic climax, however, is
still before him, since the Lord had determined he will preach the gospel in Rome.

LESSON TEXT: Acts 19:8 - 21:40

LESSON AIM: To seetheworking of God asHe directs Paul’ swork and life
in further preaching the gospel to the Gentiles.

LESSON OBJECTIVES.  Youwill ...

1. Seethat Chrigtianity is victorious over paganism in the city of
Ephesus asis manifested in the accounts of the sons of Sceva, the
specia miracles and the disturbance of the silversmiths.

2. Learnof Paul’sconcernfor the church asheinstructsthe elders of
the church in Ephesus.

3. Discover that Paul’ sthird missionary journey endsat Jerusalemand
he begins his five year imprisonment here in the great city.

100
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PAUL’STHIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY (Acts19 —21)

A. Paul Preaches For Two Yearsin Ephesus (19: 8-12)

1.
2.

3.

Paul preached for 3 monthsin the synagogue (v. 8).

Paul’ swork in the school of Tyranus (vs. 9-10).

a. Discussionsdaily for two years.

b. Resulting fruit —all in Asia heard the Word.

God works special miracles by Paul.

a. The means— handkerchiefs and aprons.

b. Theresults— diseases healed and evil spirits cast out.

NOTE: Ephesuswasknownforitssorcerersand black arts. It isnot surprising, then,

that Paul came into conflict with these practitioners of magic arts. Perhaps
for this reason the Lord performed special, extraordinary miracles in this
place. The contrast between the power that energized Paul’ s ministry and
that which the sorcerers trusted now became evident.

B. False Exorcists Exposed and Books of Magic Burned (vs. 13-20)

1.
2.

Seven sons of Sceva— Jewish exorcists (vs. 13-14).

The attempt and failure of the exorcists (v. 15).

a.  They used the name of Jesus without authority to do so.

b. Evil spiritsknew Jesus and Paul and was under their authority (v. 15).

c. Bvil spirits were not under authority to these men and overcome the
exorcists (v. 16).

The result:

a.  Name of Jesus was magnified (v. 17).

b. Many openly confessed their sins.

c. Many believersbrought their books of magic and burned them (vs. 18-
20).
1) Amount — 50 thousand pieces of silver.
2) Result: “Somightily grewtheword of God and prevailed” (v. 20).

C. Paul Plansto Visit the Cities of Jerusalem and Rome (vs. 21-22)

1.

2.
3.
4.

Hesends Timothy and Erastusto Macedonia— Corinth (1 Corinthians4:17;
16-8-10).

Paul staysin Ephesus alittle longer.

It was here that Paul wrote the book of 1 Corinthians.

He plans to go to Jerusalem for Pentecost.

D. The Gospel’s Effect on the Stronghold of Satan (vs. 23-41)
The uproar at Ephesus caused by Demetrius and the silversmiths furthered the
gospel in Ephesus.

1.

The mob and the silversmiths (vs. 23-41).

a.  The speech of Demetrius (vs. 23-27). Perhaps the | etter of Ephesians,
glorifying Christ and Hisname, was written to counteract the common
belief expressedinthecry“ Great isArtemis(Diana) of the Ephesians.”

b. Thereaction from hisfellow craftsmen (v. 28).

Some Christians taken into custody (v. 29).

Paul not allowed to appear before the crowd (v. 30).

o0
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e. Confusion of the mob inside the theater (vs. 32-34).
2. The quieting speech by the town clerk (vs. 35-41). His message was two-
Sided.
a.  Noreasonto fear for the well-being of Artemis, since she wasrevered
in“al theworld.”
b. Assembliesin Ephesuswere required to be handled according to legal
procedures.

THE CHURCH AT TROAS & ELDERS OF EPHESUS (Acts 20:1-38)

A. Paul Visits Macedonia and Achaia (vs. 1-5)
1. Heexhortsthe brethren and leaves (v. 1).
2. Hetravelsthrough Macedonia and strengthens the church (v. 2).
3. Hevisits Greece then goeson to Troas (vs. 3-5).

B. Paul WorshipsWith the Saintsin Troas (vs. 6-12)
1. Paul and company staysin Troas seven days (v. 6).
2. Paul eatsthe Lord' s Supper intending to depart on the morrow (v. 7).
3. Death strikes during the preaching (vs. 8-10).
4. Paul spent al night in his farewell meeting (vs. 11-12).

C. TheJourney From Troasto Miletus (vs. 13-16)
1. Paul walks about 20 milesto Assos after being up all night (v. 13).
2. Salsto Miletusin 3 days (vs. 14-16).
3. Didnot stop at Ephesus—inahurry to get to Jerusalem for Pentecost (v. 16).

D. Paul’sFarewell Meeting With Ephesian Elders (vs. 17-38)
1. Paul callsthe Ephesian eldersto Miletus (v. 17).
2. Admonition, encouragement, and warning (vs. 18-35).

a.  Paul’smanner of lifein Ephesus (vs. 18-19).

b. The manner and quality of preaching in Ephesus (vs. 20-21).
1) Bold to preach the whole gospel.
2) Taught privately and publicly.
3) To both Jew and Gentile.
4) The content of preaching — repentance and faith in Christ.

c. Paul pictures imprisonments and afflictions for himself in Jerusalem
(vs.22-24).

d. They were not to expect to see him again (v. 25).

e. He tedtifies to the fact that he had preached the whole will of God
(vs.26-27). Cf. Ezekiel 3:16-21.
1) Heisinnocent of al men’sblood.
2) Hedid not shrink from preaching Christ.
3) Hetaught ALL the counsel of God.

f. Hetellsthem of their duty and responsibility (v. 28).
1) Give heed to yourself, watch your own life, live right yourself.
2) Give heed to the church, carefor it, watch over it, and help it.
3) Shepherd, protect and feed the church.
4) The church is precious because it cost the blood of Jesus Christ.



3.

103

g. Warning of coming apostasy (vs. 29-30).
1) It will be deadly and dangerous.
2) It will be from within.
h. Bealert and remember my work among you (v. 31).
I.  Paul commends them to God and the Word of His grace (v. 32).
1) It buildsup.
2) It gives aninheritance.

j.  Paul’s attitude toward their possessions (vs. 33-35).

1) Hedid not covet their silver and gold.
2) Hesupported himself and others.
3) The saying of the Lord concerning giving.
He closes with a prayer (vs. 36-38).
a.  Heprayed with them.
b. Brotherly love shown between Paul and the elders of Ephesus.

THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY ENDSAT JERUSALEM (Acts 21:1-38)

A. Paul Journeys From Miletusto Jerusalem (vs. 1-16)

1.
2.

> w

From Miletusto Tyre (vs. 1-3).

Events at Tyre (vs. 4-6).

a  Churchwasat Tyre (v. 4).

b. Stayed seven days and is warned by the Spirit (v. 4).

c. Another sad parting (women and children) (vs. 5-6).

Brethren at Ptolemais (v. 7).

Paul visits Philip at Caesarea (vs. 8-16).

Philip the evangelist (Acts 8:39-40).

Philip had four prophesying daughters (v. 9).

Paul stays there several days (v. 10).

Agabus' prophecy of Paul’ scomingimprisonmentinJerusalem (v. 11).
The brothers’ reaction (v. 12).

Paul’ swillingnessto die for hisLord (v. 13).

Ultimate decision — “The will of the Lord be don€’ (vs. 14-16).

Q@00 oW

B. Paul’sConference With the Eldersat Jerusalem (vs. 17-26)

1.
2.

3.

Paul meets with James and the elders (vs. 17-18).
Chargesagainst Paul: forsake M oses. Note: not to circumcisetheir children
and observe the customs refers to “forsaking Moses.”
Paul’ s vow (vs. 23-26).
a. Purpose: to show that the charges against Paul were false.
b. Four menwereunder the Nazarite vow and became unclean beforethe
termination of the vow (Numbers 6:2-12). They had to:
1) make asacrifice and,
2) shavether heads.
c. Paul had two jobs to perform:
1) Pay their expenses (v. 24) for their sacrifices.
2) Notify the priest when the seven days of purification were
completed (v. 26).
d. Paul could purify himself inasingleday by washing hisclothes, bathing
his flesh and remaining unclean until evening. (Leviticus 15:1-30)
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4. Explanation of Paul’s actions: a matter of indifference to Paul.
a.  Teachingoncircumcision. (Seel Corinthians7:19; Galatians5:6; Acts
16:3; Galatians 2:3-5).
b. Teaching on the Law (1 Corinthians 9:20).
c. Practice of vows (Acts 18:18).

C. Paul’sArrest and the Beginning of HisImprisonment (vs. 27-36)

1. Troublemakers: Jews from Asia (Acts 20:19).

2. Charges against Paul:
a. Teachingsarefase.
b. Brought Greeksinto the temple.

3. Paul isrescued by Roman soldiers (vs. 31-34).
a. Cohort isleader of 1,000 men.
b. Stayed in tower of Antonia which stood on the northwest corner of

temple and stood about 20 feet above level of court.

c. Paul carried out by the soldiers (v. 35).

D. Paul’sRequest to Speak (vs. 36-40)
1. Accused of being an Egyptian and aleader of revolutionaries (vs. 37-38).
2. Paul standson the stairsready to speak to the people in the Hebrew tongue
(vs. 39-40).

EXTRA NOTES:
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SELF EXAM FOR LESSON TWENTY-THREE

1. Listatleastfourthingsthat had asignificant effect onthepreaching of the Gospel
in the city of Ephesus.

1)
2)
3)
4)

2. Tellwhy Paul stayedin Troasfor seven daysand explainwhat issignificant about
his stay there.

3. Listfiveof theten things Paul told the elders of Ephesus ashe met withthemin
Miletus.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

4. Who is Agabus and what was his relationship with Paul ?

5. What did the Jerusalem leaders ask Paul to do and for what reason?

6. What two chargeswere brought against Paul in Jerusalem and who weretheones
bringing these charges?
1)
2)
3)




LESSON TWENTY-FOUR

GOD’S PROVIDENCE IN
THE LIFE OF HIS PREACHER

INTRODUCTION:

n our study in Acts chapter 22 through chapter 28, the theme is God's
3’ providence in the life of his servant Paul. Let’s pause for a moment and talk

about the word providence. Romans chapter 8 verse 28 has this to say. “And
we know that God causesall thingsto wor k together for good to thosewho love God,
to thosewho arecalled according to hispurpose.” Thewhole context lets us see how
God worksin all of these external circumstancestogether for our good if welovethe
Lord and if we are called according to His purpose.

The word providence means that God works indirectly in a non miraculous way for
the accomplishment of Hiswill in our lives. We' veread in our study of the book of
Actsthat thereweremiraculousprovidentia eventswherean angel would appear unto
the servantsof the Lord or thosewho needed to hear the gospel. Theangel of theLord
doesn’t appear and speak to people today. We have angels who minister to us and
strengthen us in our work according to Hebrews 1 verse 14, but we' re talking about
something non-miraculous and indirect so that God will accomplish Hiswill in and
through our lives. Wewant toillustrate about 4 waysthat God’ s providence cared for
His servant Paul.

LESSON TEXT: Acts22 - 28

LESSON AIM: To seefour illustrations of God's providential protection of
Paul as he travelsto Rome.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  Youwill ...
1. Wonder at God's providential oversight of Paul as he deals with
the opposing Jews in Jerusalem and Caesarea..
2. Learn of Paul’s boldness as he gives his defense before Felix,
Festus and Aggripa..
3. Discover that Paul journeysto Rometo betried before Caesar and
that he will be a prisoner there for at least two years.

NOTE:

Sincethisisthelastlessoninthisstudy and sincethislesson coversso many chapters,
you will need to study the outlinein this study guide carefully. Some of the questions
will not be covered in the lecture.

GOD’SPROVIDENCE INTHE LIFE OF HISSERVANT, PAUL (Acts22-28)
Paul’s Speech and its Effect (Acts 22)
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Introduction: Paul’s Life Before His Conversion (vs. 1-5)

1. Speaksin the Hebrew tongue and quiets the crowd (vs. 1-2).

2. Hisbirth and education in the Law (v. 3).

3.  Reminds them that he was once a persecutor like they are (vs. 4-5).

He Describes His Own Conversion (vs. 6-16)
1. Heexplainsthereason for his change from a persecutor to a Christian.
2. Hereviews his experiences on the road to Damascus (vs. 6-16).
Cf. Acts 9:3-8.
3. Review his conversion from Acts 9.
4. Question by Saul, “What shall | do, Lord?”
5. “Ariseand be baptized.”

Paul’s Mission to the Gentiles (vs. 17-21)

1. Tellsabout hisvision (vs. 17-21).

2. Paul thought fromthefirst that he could convincethe Jewsby showing them
he had areason for the change to Christianity. Cf. Acts 9:28-30.

3. ThelLord sent him “far hence unto Gentiles” (v. 21).

The Effects of the Speech (vs. 22-30)
1. TheseJewswent wild at theargument that God had sent Paul to the Gentiles

as he had claimed (vs. 21-24).

2. The captain’s decision to scourge Paul (vs. 24-25).
3. Paul, for the second time, makes known his Roman citizenship (vs. 26-27).

Cf. Acts 16:35-40.

4. There were three ways to enjoy Roman citizenship:

a. Conferred by the Senate for meritorious conduct.

b. Inherited from father who was a Roman citizen.

c. Birthright of one born in a free city, a city which, for some special
serviceto the empire, was rewarded by granting citizenship to all born
within itslimits.

5. He could not be scourged so the captain brings him before the Jewish

Council to try to learn the truth (vs. 28-30).

PAUL’SIMPRISONMENT IN JERUSALEM (Acts 23)

MAIN POINTS:

1. The Council of the Jews versus the wisdom of Paul.

2. God protects his preacher from the conspiracy of the forty.

3. Rome, the minister of God, delivers Paul, the preacher of God, to Caesarea.
A. Paul Beforethe Chief Priestsand Council (vs. 1-11)

1. Paul has served God with a clear conscience (v. 1). A man might be a
murderer and still have a clear conscience; Paul did.
2. Paul isslapped in the mouth (v. 2). Why?
a. Ananias could not disprove his claim.
b. Insult to the Council to say he lived in agood conscience to God and
at the same time be brought before the Council asacriminal.
3. Paul severely rebukesthe judge (vs. 3-5).
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4.

5.

a.  Against the law to be smitten (v. 3).

b. Apologizesto the office of High Priest (v. 5).
Paul causes dissension among the Council (vs. 6-11).
a.  Sadducees—did not believe in aresurrection.

b. Pharisees— believed in aresurrection.

Paul taken by the soldiers again (v. 10).

B. A Conspiracy Exposed and Paul is Removed to Caesarea (vs. 12-22)

1.
2.
3.

Paul’ s vision and assurance by the Lord (v. 11).

Forty Jews take an oath to kill Paul (vs. 12-15).

Plot to kill Paul discovered by Paul’s nephew and he tells Paul and chief
captain (vs. 16-22).

C. Paul’sJourney to Caesarea (vs. 23-35)

1.

w N

The captain, Lysias, had the choice of one of three things that confronted
him:

a.  Hecould let them carry out their plan to kill Paul.

b. Hecould fight and kill the mob, knowing their plans.

c. Hecould do the wise thing — which he did.

Provisions for the journey to Caesarea (vs. 23-24).

Lysias' letter to Felix (vs. 25-30).

a.  Misrepresentation: he rescued him because he was a Roman citizen.
b. No charge worthy of death (v. 29).

Paul was taken to Antipatris which was half way between Jerusalem and
Caesarea.

In Caesarea (vs. 33-35).

a. Presented to Felix with the letter (vs. 33-34).

b. KeptinHerod' s Judgment Hall (v. 35).

NOTE: Paul’s purpose to preach Christ at Jerusalem had been fulfilled — not

miraculously —but providentially. Also, hisrequest at the hand of the Roman
Christians that God would deliver him from those that were disobedient at
Jerusalemwasalsofulfilled. ThusGod clearly illustrateshow any Christian
who will fit himself into God’ s purpose shall find himself caught up in the
providential workings of God.

PAUL’S DEFENSE BEFORE FELIX (Acts 24)

MAIN POINTS:

More fal se accusations against the man of God.

God' s providence protects Paul in the person of Felix.
A sermon on righteousness, temperance and judgment.

1.
2.
3.

A.

Paul is Accused Before Felix (vs. 1-9)

PO E

After five days his accusers arrive in Caesarea (v. 1).

They bring alawyer by the name of Tertullus to plead their case (v. 1).
Tertullus' introductory speech (vs. 2-4).

The accusations against Paul:

a. A troublemaker.
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b. A mover of insurrections throughout the world.

C.

A ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.

d. A profaner of the temple.

5. When you examine him (by scourging), you will find these things are true
(v.8).

6. TheJews all assented and joined in the charge (v. 9).

B. Paul’sDefense Before Felix (vs. 10-23)
1. Hisanswer to thefirst accusation: That of being an agitator of the Jews
throughout the whole world (an insurrectionist) (vs. 10-13).

a

b.
C.
d.

Only 12 dayssince hewent up to Jerusalem, therefore he could not have
stirred up trouble in that area.

He had been away 5 days (v. 1).

In prison one day

Leaves only six daysin Jerusalem (Acts 21:27).

2. Hisanswer to the second accusation: That of being theringleader of the
sect of the Nazarenes (v. 14).

a
b.

Heisamember of the“way” called a sect.

However he:

1) Bedievesinal the Law and the prophets (v. 14).

2) Believesin aresurrection of just and unjust (v. 15).

3) Hehasagood conscience toward God and man (v. 16).

3. Hisanswer to thethird accusation: That of being a profaner of thetemple
(vs. 17-21).

a
b.
C.
d.

“1 wasin the temple making offerings’ (v. 17).

“1 was purified” (v. 18).

The Jews of Asia should be here to make this accusation (vs. 18-19).
The Council found no evil in him in Jerusalem (vs. 20-21).

4. Fdix’sconclusion (vs. 22-23).

a

He had an accurate knowledge of thisway. He did not receive all this
from Paul, but by his living the past six years in Judea, therefore, he
decided in favor of Paul.

Paul had liberty and was allowed to see all those who came to minister
to him.

C. Paul Preachesto Felix and Drusilla (vs. 24-27)
1. Feix and Drusilla send for Paul to hear him concerning the faith (v. 24).
2. Who are Felix and Drusilla?

a

b.

C.

d.

€.

Felix —a dlave who had been appointed governor of Judea.
Drusilla— youngest child of Herod Agrippal (the one who had killed
James and imprisoned Peter). She had forsaken her husband for Felix
and was living in open adultery with him (International Bible
Encyclopedia, pg. 881).

Felix wasgovernor of Judea53-60 A.D. Hehad the* authority of aking
and the low, vile spirit of a Roman slave.”

His rule over Judea was mean, cruel, and full of trouble.

Wicked rulerslike Felix have little interest in holy things.

3. Paul reasons with Felix and Drusillain three areas:

a

Righteousness.
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b. Temperance.
c. Judgment.
4. Resultsof Paul’s sermon.
a.  Felix shook in his boots.
b. Postponed hisdecision (vs. 25-26; cf. v. 22).
c. Paul imprisoned for 2 years at Caesarea (v. 27).

PAUL’S DEFENSE BEFORE FESTUS (ACTS 25)

MAIN POINTS:

1. God, through the low character of Festus, arranges for Paul to go to Rome.

2. The case of Paul causes Christianity to be discussed among governors and
royalty.

A. Paul’sDefense Before Governor Festus (vs. 1-12)

1. TheJewswanted Paul taken to Jerusalem. Even thelongimprisonment
had not cooled their hatred for Paul (vs. 1-3).

2. Festusrefusesand invitesthe Jewsto come and maketheir accusations
at Caesarea (vs. 4-5).

3. Paul isarraigned and accused before Festus and he answers about the
same charges that had been made before Felix (vs. 6-8). Cf. 24:10-21.

4. Festus—same character as Felix —willing to please the Jews at Paul’s
expense (v. 9).

5. Paul refusesto go to Jerusalem and appeals to Caesar (vs. 10-12).

B. FestusTellsAgrippa About Paul (vs. 13-22)
1. Agrippaand Bernice arrive (v. 13).
a.  King of Chalcis—small district east of Jordan.
b. Berniceand Drusillaare his sisters (Josephus).
c. Sonof Herod Agrippal (Acts 12:1-2).
2. Festusrelatesto Agrippa his experience with Paul.
3. Agrippawantsto hear Paul.

C. Paul’sCase Stated Publicly by Festus (vs. 23-27)
1. A royally magnificent audience (v. 23).
2. Festus truthfully explains the accusations before that audience and Paul
(vs.24-27).
3. Festusis seeking something to write to Caesar concerning charges against
Paul (vs. 26-27).

PAUL’S SERMON ADDRESSED TO KING AGRIPPA (ACTS 26)

MAIN POINTS:

1. Paul’ssermon to Agrippais designed to convert the king.

2. Paul isontria for the hope of Isradl.

3. Thegreat appeal of Paul and the gospel to alost and condemned soul.

A. Paul RelatesHisManner of Life Before His Conversion (vs. 1-11)
1. Introduction (vs. 1-3). (Paul had hopes of converting Agrippa)
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2. Paul’s Jewish background (vs. 4-8).
a.  Known by all his Jewish brethren (vs. 4-5).
b. The promise and hope of Isradl (vs. 6-7).
c. Paul’squestion regarding the resurrection (v. 8).
3. Paul’sformer position toward Jesus (vs. 9-11).
a. Hethought he ought to persecute Jesus (v. 9).
b. Thishedid—in Jerusalem and foreign cities (vs. 10-11).

B. Paul ReviewsHis Experience on the Road to Damascus (vs. 12-18)
1. Paul anticipates Agrippa s question as to why he changed.
a. Hetdlshim of thelight he saw (vs. 12-13).
b. What Jesus said to him on the road (vs. 14-18).
2. Thisshould have convinced Agrippa.

C. Paul Now ExplainsWhy Heisin Bonds (vs. 19-23)
1. What did the vision teach him (v. 19).

Showed him hisignorance (I Timothy 1:13).

Showed him that he was asinner (I Timothy 1:15).

His training was wrong (Acts 22:3; Galatians 1:16).

That he would have to give up his parents’ religion in order to be a

Christian.
e. Hispersona responsibility to divine authority.

2. Paul did only what Jesustold him to do and for thisheis being tried by the
Jews (vs. 20-21).

3. What Jesustold Paul to do was the same as what the prophets and Moses
said should come (vs. 22-23).

ooow

D. TheConclusion of Paul’s Defense (vs. 24-29)
1. Festusthought Paul was crazy. Why?
a. From hisyouth he had believed in aresurrection (see v. 5) which the
pagans denied.
b. He persecuted to death his present friends.
c. His sudden change — claiming to have seen a man who had been
resurrected from the dead.
d. Suffered danger and persecution in order to preach this resurrection.
2. Paul directs hisremarksto Agrippa (vs. 26-29).
a.  Not doneinacorner (v. 26).
b. Agrippabelievesthe prophets.
c. Agrippa sreaction indicates he sees the purpose of Paul’s speech.
d. Paul’sdesire—al men to be Christians (v. 29).

E. Agrippa sJudgment (vs. 30-32). INNOCENT!

PAUL'SVOYAGE TO ROME —WINTER OF 60-61 A. D. (ACTS 27-28)
MAIN POINTS:

1. God' s providential care over Paul in hisvoyage to Rome.

2. Even the storm and sea cannot defeat the purpose of God.
3. The purpose of God and the prayers of Christians are fulfilled in Rome.
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A. Caesareato Fair Havens (27:1-12)
1. Paul’sjourney to Rome fulfilled two items:
a.  Paul’s purpose and prayer (Romans 15:30-32).
b. Promiseof God (Acts 23:11).
2. Paul’straveling companions:
a Luke—Acts27:1“We...”
b. Aristarchus
1) Had come up to Jerusalem with Paul (20:4).
2) Heisafelow-prisoner (Colossians 4:10).
3. Adramyttium was on the western coast of Mysia.
4. Board alarge wheat freighter from Egypt at Myra.
5. From Myrato Cnidus was 130 miles. The “many days’ indicates some
difficulty they had (v. 7).
6. Sailedto Fair Havens (vs. 9-12).
a. Day of Atonement (v. 9; Leviticus 23:26).
b. Did not listen to Paul’ s advice.

B. Storm and Shipwreck (27:13-44)
1. Euroclydon (“Northeaster”).
2. Three precautions were taken:
a. Brought the lifeboat on board (v. 16).
b. Undergirded the ship by passing cables underneath.
c. Lowered therigging of the ship.
3. Following day two attempts to lighten ship:
a. Freight thrown overboard.
b. Tackling thrown overboard.
Paul assures the crew of their safety (vs. 21-26).
Ship is anchored and sailors try to leave ship (vs. 27-32).
The people eat and wheat thrown overboard (vs. 33-38).
Shipwrecked onisland (vs. 39-44).

No ok

C. Paul onthelsleof Mélita (Malta) (28:1-10)
1. Thought he was amurderer (vs. 1-4).
2. Thought hewasaGod (vs. 5-6).
3. Hedling of Publius (vs. 7-8).
a.  Chief man of the Island.
b. Hadafever and dysentery.
4. Headed otherswho were sick (vs. 9-10).

D. Paul’sJourney Completed (28:11-16)
1. Shipof Alexandria(vs. 11-12).
2. Brethren at Puteoli (vs. 13-14).
3. Paul isalowed to dwell by himself (v. 16).

E. Paul’sImprisonment in Rome (28:17-22)
1. Interviewswith the leading Jews (vs. 17-19).
a.  Proclams hisinnocence (vs. 17-19).
1) Committed nothing against the people.
2) Neither against Caesar.
3) Because of Jews— appealed to Caesar.
4) Bound for the “Hope of Isragl”.
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b. Jews reaction
1) Noword from Jerusalem.
2) Wanted to hear Paul regarding Sect.
2. Second interview with Jews (28:23-28).
a.  Paul preaches all day.
1) Kingdom of God.
2) Jesus.
a Law.
b) Prophets.
b. Paul quotesIsaiah 6:9-11 (cf. Matthew 13:14-15).
C. Results—some believe —some disbelieve.
3. Summary of Paul’s Roman activity (28:30-31).
a. Hedwselt two yearsin Rome.
b. He preached with freedom concerning:
1) Kingdom of God.
2) Lord Jesus Christ.
c. Toall who cameto him. (cf. Philippians 4:21-22).

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL (Taken from Ed Wharton’snoteson God’s
providencein the book of Acts)

PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE (1)

(Déliverance at Jerusalem)

(Acts 19:21-23:35)

Theoriginal statement of Paul’ s purpose to go to Jerusalem and then on to Romefor
the gospel’ s sakeisrecorded in Acts 19:21. Therest of Actsfrom this point reveals
the providential fulfillment of this purpose.

DEFINING PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE

Providence signifiesthat preparation, care and supervision which are required
to secure adesired future result. Theword isused but oncein our English Bible
where Tertullus, the Jewish orator saysto Felix, “That by thy providence evils
are corrected for this nation” (Acts 24:2). Thistakesit for granted that human
beings haveto agreater or lesser degree a control over the forces about them to
bring about a desired end. “The doctrine of Divine providence, therefore, has
reference to that preservation, care and government which God exercises over
all things that He has created, in order that they may accomplish the ends for
whichthey were created” (International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. 1V,
P. 2476).

God's purposes in the earth are thus not separated from His overruling
providence. (See Matthew. 28:18-20). He dramatically illustrates this through
faithful Paul to the end of the book of Acts.

PAUL’SREQUEST OF THE ROMAN BRETHREN (Romans 15:30-32)

Paul’ s fourfold prayer request is seen fulfilled to the letter in the book of Acts.
Thisparticular lesson showsthe providential fulfillment of thefirst half of Paul’s
purpose, which was to go to Jerusalem to preach the gospel, and aso the
providentia fulfillment of the first portion of Paul’s request that the Roman
Christians pray for his deliverance from disobedient Jews in Judea.
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[I1. PROVIDENCE AT JERUSALEM (Acts21:17-23:35)
Only aweek after Paul arrived in Jerusalem hislife was threatened three times.
In each case God delivered him and Paul’ sprayer request wasanswered. But Acts
revealshow that deliverancetook placeand theservants God used to accomplish
it.

A. SeizedintheTemple(Acts21;17-22:29). Delivered fromthejewsthefirst
time.
1. TheOccasion (21:17-26) — In the Temple.
2. TheJews Reaction (21:27-30) — Attempted to kill him.
3. Paul Rescued (21:31-36) — By the Roman Tribune.

Inall this, prayer isanswered and God’ sprovidential overrulingisobserved. Also
this formed the first occasion Paul had to preach Christ to these Jewish people
(21:37-22:21). Would they have listened otherwise?

B. DissensionintheCouncil (Acts22:30-23:10). Delivered fromthe Jewsthe
second time.
1. Theoccasion (22:30).
2. Paul’sdefense (23:1-6).
3. Reaction and rescue (23:7-10).

C. APlottoKill Paul (Acts23:12-35). Delivered fromthe Jewsthethirdtime.
1. Theplot against him (vs. 12-15).
2. God sdeliverance (vs. 16-35).
a.  Through Paul’ s nephew (vs. 16-21).
b. Through Claudius Lysias and 470 Roman soldiers (vs. 22-30).
c. Through Felix the governor (vs. 31-35).

CONCLUSION: Paul’s purpose to preach Christ at Jerusalem had been fulfilled —
not miraculously — but providentially. Also, his request at the hand of the Roman
Christiansthat God would deliver him from thosethat were disobedient at Jerusalem
wasalsofulfilled. ThusGod clearlyillustrateshow any Christianwhowill fit himsel f
into God’ s purpose shall find himself caught up in the providential workings of God.

God’ sProvidencein our livesisabook which like some languages can only be read
backwards, and then only by Bible believers. We are not left to specul ate whether
Christ interferes and overrules in the Christian’s life. That is a matter of biblical
doctrine, and of historical record.

PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE (2)
Paul’s Deliverance | n Caesar ea
(Acts 24-26)

Paul’s purpose to go to Jerusalem and then on to Rome (Acts 19:21) has been
providentialy fulfilled as far as Jerusalem. Three attempts to kill him have been
thwarted and Paul has been removed for saf ekeeping and judgment at the hand of the
Roman provincia governor Felix at Caesarea.

Thislesson seeksto bring to light the providential workings of the Lord in thelife of
Paul at Caesareato preserve him aive and to fulfill his purpose to preach Christ at
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Rome.

CHRIST PROMISED DELIVERANCE

Christ originally promised to Paul that hewould bedelivered fromthevery people
to whom he was sent to preach (Acts 26:15-18). Y earslater Paul acknowledged
that good providence wasthe very reason why he stood before the king Agrippa
(Acts 26:22).

PROVIDENCE AMONG KINGS (Acts 24-26)

Christ earlier announced prior to Paul’ sconversion that Hispurposefor Paul was
to stand before kings and preach (Acts 9:15). It was the providence of the Lord
interwoven into the hectic affairs of state and life of Paul for histwo yearsin
bonds at Caesareawhich we observe was responsiblefor keeping Paul aliveand
working out his purpose to go to Rome.

Noticewith carethe eventswhich transpired among rulerswhich finally resulted
in the Roman decision to send Paul to Rome.

A. Paul and Félix (Acts 24:1-27)
AftertheJews' efforttoindict Paul of insurrection (vs. 2-9), and Paul’ sown
defense against the charges were made (vs. 9-21), attention is revealingly
focused upon the character of governor Felix (vs. 22-27). Notice he had
“more exact knowledge concerning the way” (v. 22) and thus knew that
Christianity and Paul were not seditious. Verse 23 further reveals Felix’s
knowledge of Paul’ s innocence of the charges brought against him.

Thereal character of Felix isreveaedinverses26-27. William Ramsay tells
us that bribery was commonplace among Roman officials, and thus it is
apparent that bribery would have set Paul at liberty. When Porcius Festus
succeeded Felix, Felix “desiring to gain favor with the Jews...left Paul in
bonds.” It seems apparent that Felix could have released Paul quite easily
but for reasons of his own did not.

B. Paul and Festus (Acts 25:1-12)

With thecomingin of anew governor the Jewsrenewed their attempt to kill
Paul (1-3). However, Festus, unknowingly, refused the Jews' request and
onceagaintheir plot wasspoiled (4-5). But Festusal so desiringto gainfavor
with the Jews (9) asked Paul if he would “go up to Jerusalem and there be
judged?’ But Paul, seeing through this political hanky panky, refused the
governor’s real motive to be received by the people he was to govern at
Paul’ s expense, he exercised hisright asaRoman citizen and appealed for
the emperor to decide his case (10-11). To this Festus agreed (12).

Thusthe turn of events (at God’s control) was that Paul’ s purpose to go to
Rome was to be fulfilled at the hand of God's servant — the Roman
government. Truly “there is no power but of God —for he is a minister of
God to thee” (Rom. 13:1, 4).

C. Paul and Agrippa (Acts 25:13-26:32)
When King Agrippacameto Caesarea, Festus reviewed Paul’ s case before
him. Agrippashowed interest in thematter and arrangementswere madefor
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Agrippato examine Paul (25:13-27). Paul’ sdefenserevea ed that the Jews
real agitation against Paul wasreligiousjea ousy and that he was not guilty
of their trumped-up chargesagainst him. At this“ Agrippasaid to Festus, this
man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appeaed unto Caesar”
(26:32).

This possibility of having been set at liberty is not to be viewed as
disheartening.

CONCLUSION: We do not believe that Paul anticipated any more than any other
human being theforceswhich the Lord combined to bring his purposeto go to Rome
toaredlity. TheLords sprovidencetofacilitate hisgrand purposeto preach thegospel
is much a part of the history which Luke records. He illustrates the interweaving of
providence to accomplish the divine purposein Paul’ s adventurous life and by that
history encourages us.

L et usconsider theeventsand causeswhich only God coul d foreknow and manipul ate
to fulfill His own grand purpose in Paul:

1. Fdix could have released Paul but wanted a bribe as the price. Also, his
personal reasonsfor leaving Paul in bonds when at the end of two years he
could have released him was dueto his political desiresto gain favor with
the Jewish people. Thiswould look good on his record.

2. Festus own politics with the Jews caused him to defer to them at Paul’s
expense. But it wasthisact of injustice which prompted Paul to appeal unto
Caesar.

Thus, although Paul may have been set at liberty had he not appealed unto
Caesar, hewould have surely been killed by the Jewsfollowing hisrel ease.
Conseguently, we are intentionally educated by the Word that even prison
bonds, avarice, evil political motivesand hatred can be and are used by God
to fulfill Hisgreat purpose among those who will fit into His plans by faith.

This confidence in Christ’s pledge to deliver him from evil to accomplish
God’ sgospel purposewas one of Paul’ sgreat motivationsto obey the Lord
(Acts 26:19).

Obedience cannot be from the heart without trusting faith in the reality of
Christ’s promise to be with us, “even unto the end of the world”.

PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE (3)
THE VOYAGE TO ROME, (Acts 27-28).

Luke' s exciting history revealsto Christiansthat Paul * sintense desire and purpose
to go to Rome was brought about through a series of events which in retrospect can
only be attributed to divine providence. While Paul prayed to go to Rome (Romans
1:9-12) and requested othersto pray the same (Rom. 15:30-32), God wasworking out
the ways and means to consummate the matter, the hindrances of the adversary
notwithstanding (Romans 1:13).

Asseen previoudly inthe period from Acts 21:27 to 26:32, God overruled inthe puny
affairs of Jews and Gentiles to send His preacher, not merely to Rome, but to the
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Roman emperor himself! He even turned the ill winds of hell’ s fury to fill the sails
of the ship that carried Paul to Rome.

The last two chapters of this great history reveal the dramatic acts of Satan at cross
purposeswith God to kill Paul and how God used every effort of thedevil against him
to deliver His messenger safely to his destination.

THE VOYAGE TO ROME (Acts 27:1-28:15)
Thisdrama seemsto fall into three divisions:

A.

The First Voyage by Sea (27:1-44)

In this section Paul’s four-fold prophecy (vs. 22-26) and its fulfillment
coupled with his good conduct cast himinto agood light in which to stand
before the emperor.

On theldand of Méelita (Present-day Malta) (28:1-10)

The Second Voyage by Sea (28:11-15)

After their shipwreck they stayed three months on the island until they
boarded an Egyptian vessel which carried them ontothecapital. Luke' s“and
so we cameto Rome” (14) grows out of all the eventsthat transpired from
thebeginning of their journey. In other words, Lukeaffirmsthat theseevents
asherecorded them weretrue. They werethe*“ acts’” of men and God caught
upinthehistory which God and Christianscan do moreto shapethanarmies
of aiens.

. PURPOSESFULFILLED AND PRAYERS ANSWERED (Acts 28:16-30)

Paul’ s desireto preach Christ at Rome (Acts 19:21; Romans 1:13-15), Christ’s
purposefor himtotestify at Rome (Acts23:11; 27:23-24), and the prayers of the
church at Romefor Paul to comeunto theminjoy. “ Through thewill of God and
with them to find rest (Rom. 15:30-32) was fulfilled in God’ s own good time,
andinHisownway, and by Hisown providential means. Weseethisdramatically
spelled out in the following two parts:

A.

B.

Paul Preachesto the Chief Men of The Jews At Rome (vs. 16-28)

He Finds Rest Among His Brethren (vs. 30-31)

Though a prisoner Paul was not in jail, and though guarded by Roman
soldiers he dwelt in his own hired house, received al that wanted to visit
him, and without hindrance preached and taught Christ “two wholeyears’.

This phrase “two whole years” would announce to the Roman official
Theophilus avictory for Paul and the gospel. Sir William Ramsay tells us
that under Claudius it became Roman law that if within the space of two
years accusers did not present their case against the prisoner, that hewasto
bevindicated of all chargesand set free. Thus A ctsendsintriumphwith Paul
freeto renew his purposesin the Spirit and go on to preach Christ in Spain
(Romans 15:22-29). Church history from the second century is strong that
Paul went on to Spain. Of this we know for certain, that Paul purposed to
gothere, and if God wanted himto, that noforcefrom hell or on earth could
prevent it.
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CONCLUSION: God sprovidential government of Hisworldisstill operativetoday,
and for the same grand purpose—WORL D EVANGEL | SM. Paul |eft to himself on
hisown human power may have even arrived at Rome and preached Christ there. But
with God’s handling of the affairs, he was enabled to stand before Caesar himself.
Could such athing have come about in the course of human events without “bonds
and afflictions’ at the hand of unbelievers? (Acts 20:22-23; 21:10-14).

Without faith to trust Christ’s promise ever to be with us to herald His glad tidings
(Matthew. 28:18-20), wewill rebel against God’ sprovidential workingsand perhaps
even spoil the plans. THEREFORE, LET GO AND LET GOD.

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life? God isreal. Christ is alive and on the
throne. He is King of kings and rules all nations with an authoritative hand. This
teaches me the five P's of Christianity:

1. GOD’'SPURPOSE —to save men from sin.

2. GOD’'SPREACHER -to carry the message.

3. GOD’SPROVIDENCE —-thehuman and divineworkingtogether tofulfill

the purpose.
4. POWER —from God for preaching.
5. PEACE OF MIND —theresuilt.

Truly all things work together for good for them that love the Lord. BELIEVEST
THOU THESE THINGS?

QUESTION:

Writeasummary of thelast 8 chapters of Actsasit relatesto the providence of God.
Show God working in the affairs surrounding Paul’ s desire and intention of going to
Rome. Be specific and thorough. This paper should be at |east 3 pages and no more
than 5 pages in length. Turn thisin with your final test paper.

Wehopeand pray that thisstudy hasbenefitted you andthat it will beusedtotheglory
of God.
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